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Consolidate  your  student  loans  today 
^  and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 
lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESf 


tDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-Collegi 
Company. - 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Ciioice  for  Soutliern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  tliis  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  sctnolarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 
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Don't  Walt.  Consolidate. 


©  2003,  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved. 
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FOLLOWING  IN  HIS  FATHER'S  FOOTSTEPS 

The  progression  for  Southern  Miss  alumnus  James  "Jim"  Simpson  Jr.  into 
poUtics  was  fairly  natural  and  largely  influenced  by  a  rich  political  family 
tradition.  Simpson  decided  to  run  for  a  House  of  Representatives  seat 
after  learning  the  position  was  being  vacated  early  by  its  occupant.  This 
particular  political  office  had  a  lot  of  meaning  to  Simpson,  as  it  was  held  by 
his  father,  James  Simpson  Sr,  for  almost  30  years. 

AN  INVITING  ENTRANCE 

In  the  late  hours  of  a  mid-summers  evening,  the  six  charter  members  of 
the  Hattiesburg  Area  Rose  Society  knelt  before  a  long  nbbon  of  white 
paper  Pencils  and  crayons  in  hand,  they  began  a  painstaking  process  of 
crafting  the  perfect  design.   The  result  was  a  nationally-recognized  rose 
garden  to  be  located  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

THE  LEGEND  OF  RAY  GUY 

As  time  passes,  the  legends  of  sport  grow  larger  Athletes  possessing 
incredible  speed,  strength  and  leaping  ability  become  faster  and  stronger  and 
can  jump  higher  as  the  years  pass.  When  it  comes  to  former  Southern  Miss 
standout  Ray  Guy  however,  the  reality  of  his  abilities  and  his  career 
accomplishments  require  no  embellishment. 

COLLEGE  OF  ARTS  AND  LETTERS:  ALUM  STILL 
'MAKING  THE  GRADE' 

Donna  Aldridgc  stared  in  disbeliel  as  art  professor  Dr.  Jim  Meade  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  showed  her  midway  through  the  fall 
semester  of  1987  the  grade  she  was  making  in  his  painting  class.  Aldridge 
rededicated  herself  to  her  craft,  and  today  is  a  successful  graphic  designer 
with  David  Carter  Design  in  Dallas, 

MARK  "RANGER"  JONES:  LIVING  THE  DREAM 

Mark  Jones  worked  his  \\a\  up  the  ranks  of  the  U.S.  Arnu  iiom  a  ^ook 
to  the  elite  Ranger  unit.   In  the  process,  he  ser\-ed  as  senior  aide  to  the 
Hth  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Gen.  Hugh  Sheldon,  and 
coordinated  skydiving  jumps  tor  President  George  H.W.  Bush. 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  INDUCTS  SEVEN 
INTO  HALL  OF  FAME 

Seven  new  members  have  been  inducted  into  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.   Inductees  include  Dr.  Donald  \\1 
Benefield  "82,  Dr.  Robert  S.  Boothe  '58.  Rep.  Lee  Jarrell  Da\is  '68. 
Dr.  Ronald  A.  Graham  '65.  '72,  Dr.  Eddie  A.  HoUoway  '74.  '75.  '82.  '98. 
Jeffrey  H.  OKcefe  '81  and  .\bigail  Bourgeois  Rogers  '66,  '82. 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  MARK  BOYLES  73 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  MARCUS  NAUSE  '99  '00 

COORDINATOR  OF  CHAPTER  SERVICES  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  TERESA  SELLERS 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

MELISSA  M' DANIEL 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

INFORMATION  SERVICES  SPECIALIST  JENNIFER  NORRIS 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT  KRISTEN  PREAU 

CONSULTANT  IN  RESIDENCE  RICHARD  CRAIG  '86 

DIRECTOR  EMERITUS  POWELL  OGLETREE  '48,  '51 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITER  YVONNE  ARNOLD  '90 
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PRESIDENT  REX  KELLY 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  DANNY  MITCHELL 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ROSEMARY  AULTMAN 

PAST  PRESIDENT  EUGENE  OWENS 

HNANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR   MARK  JACKSON 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 
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WAYNE  ADKISON,  MICHAEL  CALLAHAN,  TOM   GIBBENS, 

STEVE  HOLIFIELD,  LEONARD  VAN  SLYKE, 

BRYANT  WALLACE,  WALT  DENTON,  BERNARD  GREEN, 

CURT  HEBERT,  BILLY  HEWES,  SCOTT  LESLIE, 
BECKY  MONTAGUE,  BENNY  WADDLE,  TOM  ANDERSON, 

LIBBY  CONDIA,  PAT  CRUISE,  HARRY  GOFF 

RICKEY  JONES,  JUDIE  KOCHENOWER,  TONY  PALAZZO 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  DR  SHELBY  THAMES, 

ROBERT  "TOY"  MCLAUGHLIN,  TIM  RYAN,  MICKEY  HUDSON, 

RICHARD  GIANNINI,  JEFF  JERNIGAN 
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Make  A  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
with  tlie  Liniversit)',  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  tor  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  university  guide- 
lines), entides  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and  helps  fiind  pro- 
grams that  benefit  the  university  and  the  Southern  Miss  community. 


"Southern  Miss  is  our  home, 
we  are  fortunate  to  be 
involved  with  the  university 
DAILY.    Through  work,  the 
Alumni  Association,  the 
Eagle  Club  and  Junior 
Eagle  Club,  and  the  many  different  aspects  of 
Southern  Miss,  we  see  its  positive  impact  on  our  fami- 
ly each  day.    We  came  here  as  freshmen  many  years 
ago,  and  have  chosen  to  make  Southern  Miss  a  focal 

POINT    IN    OUR    lives.      THE   OPPORTUNITIES,    FRIENDS,   AND 
enrichment   we    RECEIVE    FROM    OUR    UNIVERSITY   ROOTS   ARE 

priceless.    we  believe  in  southern  miss." 
Kim  and  Greg  Busche 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


Among  the  great  benefits  of  my  former  career  as  a  newspaper  writer  was  an  eagle  eye's  view  of  state  and  nation- 
al politics.  Hearing,  gathering  and  writing  about  important  political  decisions  before  the  general  public  gained 
knowledge  of  those  items  is  a  privilege  reserved  for  a  select  few,  and  by  virtue  of  my  chosen  profession,  I  was 
blessed  to  be  part  of  that  group. 

To  a  newspaper  reporter,  a  returned  phone  call  is  everything.  It  is  the  difference  between  a  good  and  bad  story, 
and  sometimes  the  difference  between  a  story  and  no  story  at  all.  When  it  came  to  legislators,  on  the  state  and 
national  levels,  there  were  some  politicians  whom  I  could  depend  on  to  immediately  return  my  phone  calls,  oth- 
ers I  could  be  certain  would  take  a  day  or  two  of  consideration  before  picking  up  the  phone,  and  still  others  who — 
upon  leaving  the  message — 1  knew  would  not  call  back.  One  legislator  I  could  always  depend  on  to  return  my 
phone  calls  was  Sen.  Tom  King  73.  And  his  return  phone  calls  always  seemed  to  make  a  difference. 

Communication,  whether  in  a  marriage  or  on  a  job,  is  a  requirement  for  success.  While  a  return  phone  call 
might  not  seem  like  much,  it  often  makes  all  the  difference.  I  mention  Sen.  King  because  his  common  courtesy 
made  all  the  difference  for  me — and  the  reading  public — on  a  number  of  occasions. 

This  October,  I  began  my  service  to  you,  the  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  as  your  new 
manager  of  communications.  Among  my  primary  duties  is  oversight  of  The  Talon  and  the  Southern  Miss 
Connections  newsletter,  as  well  as  maintenance  of  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com.  While  I've  been  informed  my 
duties  are  extensive,  when  simply  put,  my  charge  is  to  maintain  clear,  open  lines  of  communication  for  the  Alumni 
Association  with  you,  the  alumni  of  Southern  Miss. 

Before  we  enter  into  what  I  hope  to  be  a  long,  benehcial  relationship,  allow  me  to  take  a  few  minutes  to  intro- 
duce myself. 

I  am  a  1999  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  with  a  degree  in  psychology.  During  my  final 
semester  as  an  undergraduate  student,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  two  journalism  courses,  both  of  which  I 
enjoyed  immensely.  Upon  graduation,  I  decided  I  could  enjoy  a  career  in  journalism,  I  applied  for  a  job  with 
Pittman  Communications,  which  owned  a  Hattiesburg-based  weekly  newspaper.  The  Times.  At  what  I  assumed 
was  a  great  risk  to  the  Pittman  family — and  to  my  great  surprise — I  was  hired. 

Thus  began  a  five-year  relationship  that  extended  until  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  offered  my  current  position. 

While  an  employee  of  Pittman  Communications,  I  served  in  a  number  of  capacities,  first  as  a  news  reporter  for 
The  Times,  then  as  a  sports  editor  for  the  same  pubUcation,  and  finally  as  managing  editor.  During  my  time  as 
sports  editor,  I  was  fortunate  to  be  able  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  covering  Southern  Miss  athletics.  When  the 
Pittman  family  sold  their  interest  in  The  Times  and  started  a  new  publication,  The  Independent  (also  located  m  the 
Hattiesburg  area),  I  was  offered  the  opportunity  to  continue  my  employment  with  Pittman  Communications. 

Although  I  enter  into  this  new  phase  of  my  life  with  unbridled  enthusiasm,  it  was  not  without  some  sadness 
that  I  exited  the  latest  phase.  As  I  explained  to  executive  director  Bob  Pierce,  only  the  perfect  position  and  organ- 
ization would  coax  me  from  a  company  and  a  job  in  which  I  had  invested  so  much  time  and  effort.  I  see  this  as 
such  an  opportunity  Not  only  is  it  a  chance  to  return  to  a  university  that  I  fell  in  love  with  as  a  wide-eyed  fresh- 
man psychology  student,  but  it  is  a  blessing  that  offers  me  the  opportunity  to  benefit  Southern  Miss  in  a  unique 
way.  Here  is  what  you  can  expect  from  your  new  manager  of  communications: 

I'll  work  hard  to  make  sure  information  concerning  our  university  and  our  fellow  alumni  is  presented  to  \'ou  in 
a  quality  manner  in  our  publications. 

I'll  be  diligent  in  my  efforts  to  provide  you  with  timely,  accurate  information  concerning  the  activities  of  the 
Alumni  Association  as  well  as  the  university 

I'll  ensure  the  information  you  submit  to  us  for  publication  will  be  handled  with  care  and  be  given  the  utmost 
consideration. 

And,  like  my  friend  Sen.  Tom  King,  I'll  always  return  your  phone  calls  and  e-mails  promptly. 

I'm  looking  forward  to  what  I  hope  is  a  long  and  benehcial  relationship  for  both  of  us.  Together,  I  know  we  can 
take . . . 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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Jim  Coll  '99 


Manager  of  Communications 
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Agreement  Allows  Community  College 
Students  to  take  AFROTC  Classes  at 
Southern  Miss 


NOAA  Awards  $1.1  Million  to  University  Lab 


■  Community  college  students  who  want  to  start  their  careers  with 
the  Air  Force  a  littler  earlier  can  now  do  so,  thanks  to  an  agreement 
initiated  by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Southern  Miss'  Air  Force  ROTC  program  has  developed  a  coopera- 
tive agreement  with  Pearl  River  Community  College  and  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  Community  College  that  will  allow  their  students  to  take 
classes  both  online  and  at  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Southern  Miss  has 
had  a  similar  agreement  with  Jones  Junior  College  for  about  10  years. 

"The  Department  of  Aerospace  Studies  has  taken  the  initiative  to 
establish  'cross-town'  agreements  with  these  schools  that  will  allow 
these  future  leaders  to  attend  AFROTC  classes  here  at  Southern  Miss 
while  remaining  students  at  their  school,"  said  Capt.  Leigh  Ann 
Fletcher,  assistant  professor  of  aerospace  studies  at  Southern  Miss. 

"These  agreements  provide  a  threefold  benefit:  Students  can  now 
participate  in  AFROTC  and  compete  for  scholarships  and  commis- 
sions; AFROTC  can  now  benefit  from  the  addition  of  these  terrific  stu- 
dents; and  Southern  Miss  is  almost  guaranteed  a  transfer  student  when 
they  reach  their  junior  year." 

Fletcher  saw  the  need  for  such  a  program  while  recruiting  students 
at  college  fairs  and  elsewhere. 

"I  meet  a  lot  of  students  who  tell  me  they'd  like  to  join  (AFROTC), 
but  they  don't  want  to  have  to  drive  all  the  time,"  Fletcher  said. 

Now  they  won't  have  to.  With  help  from  the  university's  Learning 
Enhancement  Center,  the  Title  III-A  Faculty  Mentor  program,  and  Dr. 
Taralynn  Hartsell's  distance  education  courses.  Southern  Miss  AFROTC 
is  using  technology  to  reach  more  students  and  "bring  them  to  class" 
through  the  Internet,  WebCT,  and  Interactive  Video  Network.  Online 
classes  for  community  college  students  will  be  available  by  fall  2005. 

"Online  education  is  a  tool  that  has  proven  to  be  a  very  appropriate 
medium  for  portions  of  the  AFROTC  program,  and  though  AFROTC 
courses  can  never  be  delivered  solely  over  distance,  they've  have  made 
the  program  available  to  many  more  college  students  in  southern 
Mississippi  with  the  supplemental  integration,"  Fletcher  said. 

"Thanks  to  these  innovative  developments,  they  are  expanding  their 
course  outreach  to  Pearl  River  Community  College  and  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  critical  (Southern  Miss)  feeder 
schools  that  have  students  who  are  interested  in  the  Air  Force  and 
ROTC  and  recognize  the  call  to  serve,  but  they've  never  had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  AFROTC  because  it  is  not  offered  at  those 
schools." 

The  curriculum  will  include  four  classes-each  including  a  lab-taken 
one  course  per  semester  until  the  student  receives  his  or  her  associate's 
degree.  After  that,  students  can  transfer  to  Southern  Miss  or  another 
AFROTC  program  at  a  four-year  college  and  apply  for  scholarships. 

Fletcher  said  at  any  given  time,  the  AFROTC  program  at  Southern 
Miss  includes  about  60  students  and  commissions  about  10  students 
each  year  as  second  lieutenants  in  the  United  States  Air  Force. 
Through  this  agreement,  the  number  of  students  enrolled  at  any  given 
time  could  double  or  triple,  she  said. 

"We  trust  this  program  will  benefit  all  those  who  decide  to  take 
advantage,"  said  Dr.  Adam  Breerwood,  dean  of  student  affairs  at  Pearl 
River  Community  College.  "We  believe  in  giving  our  students  every 
opportunity  available,  and  we  look  forward  to  working  with  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  the  U.S.  Air  Force  ROTC." 


Research  associate  Rachel  Ryan  prepares  DNA  from  sheepshead  minnows  with 
new  state-of-the-art  equipment  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Gulf 
Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs.  The  new  research  tool  is  part  of  a 
$1.1  million  grant  for  the  GCRL  to  further  the  health  of  coastal  waters. 

laThe  National  Oceamc  and  Atmospheric  Administration  has  awarded 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 
$1,183,099  to  further  the  health  of  the  nation's  coastal  waters. 

The  grant  will  support  the  GCRLs  efforts  to  develop  the  next 
generation  of  molecular  indicators  for  determining  the  impacts  of 
hypoxia  and  toxic  chemicals  in  estuarine  ecosystems. 

"The  nation's  estuaries  are  a  key  ecosystem  component  and  enhanced 
knowledge  is  critical  to  resource  management  in  our  coasts,"  said  retired 
Navy  Vice  Adm.  Conrad  C.  Lautenbacher,  undersecretary  of  commerce 
for  oceans  and  atmosphere  and  NOAA  administrator  "NOAAs  partner- 
ship with  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  help  create  the  tools 
needed  to  detect  early  indications  of  nutrient  overload  in  our  estuaries." 

The  GCRL  and  Texas  State  University-San  Marcos  will  conduct  the  col- 
laborative research  program  through  the  Aquatic  Research  Consortium. 
The  researchers  are  working  to  identify  the  earliest  changes  that  hypoxia  or 
pollutants  cause  in  genetic  processes.  They  are  looking  at  how  the  coded 
information  of  an  organism's  genes  is  translated  into  processes  or  structures 
inside  the  cell  and  how  those  factors  change  following  exposures. 

Hypoxia,  or  the  lack  of  oxygen  near  the  water  bottom,  follows  over- 
enrichment  from  nutnents  and  often  increases  in  severity  with  the  addi- 
tion of  effluent  sewage  treatment  and  urban  and  agricultural  runoff.  The 
resulting  deterioration  of  water  quality  threatens  estuarine  ecosystems, 
and  habitat  quality  and  harvestable  resources  suffer.  Consequences 
include  impacts  on  recreationally  and  commercially  important  fisheries. 

GCRL  will  use  the  sheepshead  minnow  for  the  genetic  investigations. 
The  laboratory  has  a  history  of  successfully  maintaining,  spawning  and 
testing  the  species  in  studies  of  the  impacts  of  harmful  chemicals  and 
other  factors  in  the  marine  environment. 

Development  of  the  genetic  indicators  of  hypoxia  at  the  cellular  level 
will  help  in  signaling  the  beginning,  extent  and  severity  of  hypoxia  and 
contamination  as  well  as  effects  on  plants  and  animals  living  in  estuaries. 

"These  early  warning  signals  may  prompt  remedial  action  before  irre- 
versible changes  have  set  in,"  said  GCRL  toxicologist  Dr  Marius  Brouwer, 
professor  of  coastal  sciences.  "NOAA  has  provided  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  sophisticated  state-of-the-art  instrumentation  necessary  to 
conduct  the  research." 

Brouwer  is  leading  the  GCRL  research.  Administrative  coordinator  and  a 
co-investigator  on  the  project  is  pathobiologist  Dr  WiUiam  E.  Hawkins. 
Hawkins  is  executive  director  of  the  GCRL  and  a  professor  of  coastal  sciences. 

The  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  and  the  Department  of  Coastal 
Sciences  headquartered  at  the  lab  are  part  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  College  of  Science  and  Technology 
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University  Announces  $100M  Comprehensive  Campaign  Results 

By  Daphne  Alford  and  Donna  McGuyer 


H  Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames,  president  of 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  has  announced  the  suc- 
cessful completion  of  the  university's 
$100  milUon  fund-raising  campaign. 

The  effort  began  in  July  1997  with  a 
silent  phase  that  moved  into  a  public 
phase  in  April  2001.  On  June  30, 
2004,  the  campaign  concluded  with  a 
total  of  $107,772,415.72  generated 
from  the  private  sector  in  support  of 
Southern  Miss. 

"We  are  grateful  to  the  many  volun- 
teers and  donors  who  worked  diligently  to  bring  this  campaign  to  a 
successful  conclusion,"  said  Thames  of  the  comprehensive  fund-rais- 
ing effort.  "Thanks  to  those  Southern  Miss  supporters  who  believe  in 
this  institutions  educational  opportunities,  we  will  continue  to 
recruit  and  educate  the  best  and  brightest  students." 

The  funds  resulting  from  the  campaign  viall  allow  the  university  to 
expand  its  research  output,  nurture  economic  development  partner- 
ships and  support  certihcation  and  accreditation  for  every  program 
available  at  Southern  Miss.  The  six  priorities  identihed  at  the  cam- 
paigns inception  by  staff,  administration,  development  and  athletic 
personnel,  alumni  and  friends  are  merit  scholarships,  faculty  and 
staff  development,  Gulf  Coast  campus  expansion,  libraries  and  tech- 
nology, athletics  and  Founders'  Society  membership. 

Reported  campaign  gifts  collectively  include  cash,  pledges, 
planned  gifts  and  in-kind  donations  through  all  three  university  fidu- 
ciaries -  the  USM  Foundation,  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Athletic  Foundation  and  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Research  Foundation.  The  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  was  also  involved  in  the  seven-year  campaign. 

Campaign  gift  totals  are  reported  at  face  value  in  the  following  cat- 
egories: cash-$35, 533,463. 21;  pledges-$44,006,546.52;  planned 
gifts-$21,862,652.62;  and  in-kind  donations-$6,369,753.37. 

"Despite  the  downturn  in  the  economy  during  this  campaign, 
Southern  Miss  supporters  continued  to  show  their  confidence  in  the 
university  by  investing  in  it,"  said  campaign  chairman  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas,  president  emeritus  of  Southern  Miss.  "This  remarkable 
achievement  was  made  possible  through  the  tremendous  effort  of 
those  individuals  who  love  the  university  and  want  to  see  it  thrive." 
Campaign  results  reported  at  face  value  are  as  follows: 
•      $28,751,884.54  for  scholarships 


$16,013,409.02  for  faculty  and  staff  development 
$1,291,085.45  for  libraries  and  technology 
$14,234,939.55  for  Gulf  Coast  campuses 
$38,746,538.41  for  athletics 

$8,734,558.75  for  areas  other  than  the  original  campaign 
priorities 
•      418  members  enrolled  m  the  Founders'  Society 
"In  addition  to  the  $107,772,415.72,  intellectual  properties  valued 
at    $44,039,560   were    donated    to    the    Southern   Miss   Research 
Foundation  through  2002,"  said  Thames.  "These  values  were  pro\^d- 
ed  by  the  donor  and  accepted  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 
Intellectual  property  gifts  from  January  2003  through  June  2004  are 
not  included  because  the  valuations  have  not  been  provided." 

The  three  Southern  Miss  foundations  are  nonprofit  501(c)(3)  cor- 
porations that  serve  as  fiduciaries  of  all  private  funds  donated  to 
Southern  Miss. 

"It  is  evident  that  a  lot  of  hard  work  was  involved  in  this  fund-rais- 
ing effort  to  generate  these  funds  in  seven  years,  and  we  are  extreme- 
ly pleased  with  the  philanthropic  giving  of  our  donors,"  said  Thames. 
"Southern  Miss  is  a  world-class  institution  with  high  expectations  m 
accomplishing  any  given  goal.  This  campaign  is  exemplar)^  of  the 
spirit  of  our  community." 

The  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss 
Exact  Calculations 


Gift  Totals 

Cash 

$35,533,463.21 

Pledges 

$44,006,546.52 

Planned  Gifts 

$21,862,652.62 

In-kind  Donations 

$6,369,753.37 

Campaign  Results 

Scholarships 

$28,751,884.54 

Faculty  and  Staff  Development 

$16,013,409.02 

Libraries  and  Technology 

$1,291,085.45 

Gulf  Coast  Campuses 

$14,234,939.55 

Athletics 

$38,746,538.41 

Founders'  Society 

418  Memberships 

Areas  other  than  original 
campaign  priorities 

$8,734,558.75 

Additional  Properties 

In  addition,  intellectual  properties  valued  at  $44,039,560  were  donated  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Research 
Foundation  through  2002.  These  values  were  provided  by  the  donor  and  accepted  by  the  IRS.  Intellectual  property  gifts  from  January 
2003  through  June  2004  are  not  included  because  the  valuations  have  not  been  provided. 
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Forum  Speaker  Offers  Insights  on  Writing,  Vietnam  War 
Experiences 

By  David  Tisdale 

M  A  good  story  connects  not  only  with  the  readers  mind, 
but  also  with  every  part  of  his  being.  That's  what 
acclaimed  Vietnam  novelist  Tim  O'Brien  strives  to  do 
when  he  writes,  he  said  at  a  University  fall  2004  Forum. 
"1  hope  that  I  would  make  your  stomach  believe  me," 
said  O'Brien,  author  of  "The  Things  They  Carried," 
among  other  renovvTied  works  featuring  his  in-country 
experiences  while  serving  with  the  U.S.  military  during 
the  war,  as  well  as  his  postwar  reflections. 

After  graduating  from  Macalester  College  in  Minnesota 

m  1968,  O'Brien  was  drafted  in  the  Army  and  served  a 

13-month  tour  as  a  basic  'grunt'  in  Vietnam  from  February  1969  to  March  1970 

(Alpha  Company,  5th  Battahon,  46th  Infantry  of  the  198th  Infantry  Brigade). 

O'Brien's  fiction  is  noted  for  its  themes  of  guilt,  complicity  and  courage. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  O'Brien  said  he  gains  new  insight  on  his  Vietnam 
experience,  which  he  translates  into  his  writing.  "You  have  a  new  angle  on  remem- 
brance, and  you  get  a  different  story  you  want  to  tell.  As  you  mature,  you  think 
different  things  about  it  (the  war).  It's  viath  me  forever,  and  I'll  always  wTite  about 
it,  just  m  different  ways." 

His  major  works,  in  addition  to  "The  Things  They  Carried"  (1990),  include  "If  I 
Die  in  a  Combat  Zone"  (1973);  "Going  After  Cacciato"  (1978),  which  won  him  the 
1979  National  Book  Award  in  fiction;  "In  the  Lake  of  the  Woods"  (1994),  selected 
by  "Time"  magazine  as  the  best  novel  of  1992;  and  most  recently  "July,  July"  (2002). 
Giving  advice  to  current  and  aspiring  writers  among  his  audience,  O'Brien  said 
good  stories  also  include  familiar  details  of  the  human  experience,  with  each  of  us 
carrying  the  material  collected  from  our  Ufe  experiences  necessary  to  be  writers. 

While  sharing  his  thoughts  on  his  Vietnam  experience  and  the  current  world  sit- 
uation, O'Brien  warned  against  "fanatical  declarations"  by  "absolutists"  of  any  type, 
especially  those  who  claim  to  know  the  truth.  Truth  can  have  different  meanings, 
he  said.  "The  world  was  once  flat,  or  so  we  thought,"  he  said.  "Contradictory  truths 
can  live  side  by  side,  and  that's  the  world  we  live  in,  whether  we  like  it  or  not." 

Southern  Miss  student  Hillary  Walters  of  Ellisville  said  she  could  feel  O'Brien's 
passion  for  his  work.  "He  made  me  want  to  go  out  and  be  a  writer,  today,"  Walters 
said  after  O'Brien's  presentation.  "You  can  tell  he  enjoys  what  he  does,  and  that's 
really  inspirational." 


University's  Request  Denied  by 
Hattiesburg  Voters 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  pro- 
posed $12  milUon  bond  issue  to  fund  athletic 
facility  and  Bennett  Auditorium  improvements 
was  denied  by  a  majority  of  City  of  Hattiesburg 
voters  in  early  November. 

Nearly  52  percent  of  Hattiesburg  voters  cast 
their  ballots  against  the  proposal,  which  would 
have  funded  improvements  to  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium,  Reed  Green  Coliseum  and  Pete  Taylor 
Park,  among  other  venues,  as  well  as  built  tennis 
courts  and  an  Olympic  Sports  Complex.  All  told, 
5,919  votes  (52.6  percent)  were  against  the  bond 
issue,  while  5,324  (47.4  percent)  favored  it.  For 
passage,  the  bond  issue  required  approval  from 
60  percent  of  voters. 

The  bond  was  to  be  paid  through  a  1  percent 
sales  tax  on  Hattiesburg  area  hotels  and  restaurants. 

"Hattiesburg  had  a  unique  opportunity  to 
invest  in  facilities  at  Southern  Miss  that  would 
have  paid  economic  benefits  to  our  community 
for  decades  to  come,"  Southern  Miss  Director  of 
Athletics  Richard  Giannini  said.  "The  passage  of 
the  bond  issue  would  have  brought  Hattiesburg 
and  our  entire  region  countless  benefits,  both  eco- 
nomic assets  and  quality  of  life  improvements.  It 
is  not  only  a  loss  for  the  city  and  our  athletics  pro- 
gram, but  the  faculty,  staff  and  students  on  our 
campus  who  would  have  used  the  renovated  and 
expanded  facilities." 

Giannini  cited  the  city  of  Jackson's  and 
Harrison  County's  willingness  to  fund  bond  issues 
on  the  same  day  as  the  Southern  Miss  vote. 
Jackson  voters  overwhelmingly  supported  a  bid  to 
fund  a  $61  convention  center  in  the  capital  city 
More  than  6 1  percent  of  Harrison  County  voters 
favored  a  bond  issue  that  will  expand  the 
Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum  &  Convention  Center 
in  Biloxi. 


Interior  Design  Receives  Donation 

■  Haworth  Inc.,  one  of  the  world's  largest  contract  furniture  manufactur- 
ers, has  made  a  donation  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  interi- 
or design  program.  Troy  Andrews,  the  manufacturer's  representative  for 
Hattiesburg  and  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Interior  Design  Advisory 
Board,  recently  contributed  $16,000  to  the  program  for  new  furnishings 
and  to  establish  the  Haworth  Award  for  Excellence  in  Interior  Design. 

The  company  also  recently  recognized  four  seniors  in  the  program 
who  will  be  practicing  commercial  interior  design  after  graduation.  The 
students  were  provided  viath  an  all-expense -paid  trip  to  the  Merchandise 
Mart  in  Chicago  on  Oct.  14-16.  Virginia  Muller  of  Pass  Christian, 
Lindsay  Rolph  of  Slidell,  La.,  Katie  Smith  of  Brookhaven,  and  Crystal 
Kirk  of  Theodore,  Ala.,  were  the  first  award  vnnners  who  visited  the 
newly  renovated  Haworth  showroom  to  leam  about  LEED  (Leadership  in 
Energy  and  Environmental  Design)  certification.  The  students  also  par- 
ticipated m  an  architectural  tour  of  Chicago,  which  included  the  Robie 


House,  a  Frank  Lloyd  Wright 
design. 

Funding  to  the  interior 
design  program  was  donated 
through  a  contnbution  of  1 
percent  of  Haworth's  furniture 
sales  within  the  state  of 
Mississippi  this  year.  The 
donation  will  be  awarded  in 
January  of  each  year  and  will 
be  based  on  the  dollar  volume 
of  furniture  purchased  in  the 

state  during  the  previous  year.  Haworth  Inc.  is  a  50-year-old,  privately 
owned,  family-operated  business  based  in  Holland,  Mich.,  with  annual 
sales  exceeding  $1.5  billion. 


From  left  to  right.  Southern  Miss  interior 
design  students  Lindsey  Rolph  of  Slidell, 
La.,  Katie  Smith  of  Brookhaven,  Crystal 
Kirk  of  Theodore,  Ala.,  and  Virginia  Muller 
of  Pass  Christian,  were  the  recipients  of  an 
all-expense-paid  trip  to  the  Merchandise 
Mart  in  Chicago  on  Oct.  14-16. 
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Southern  Miss,  British  Debaters  Argue  Justification  of  Iraq  War 


■  In  the  war  in  Iraq,  the  United  States  has  no  stronger  ally  than  Great 
Britain.  But  on  the  issue  of  whether  the  invasion  was  justified,  our 
"cousins  across  the  pond"  went  head-to-head  with  their  American  coun- 
terparts in  a  debate  held  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Two  members  of  the  Bntish  Debate  Team,  Rob  Marrs  of  the  University 
of  Glasgow  and  Aneunn  "Nie"  Brewer  of  Bristol  University,  argued  suc- 
cessfully against  the  invasion  of  Iraq,  saying  that  it  was  unjustified  and 
"broke  international  law."  Defending  the  invasion  were  Southern  Miss 
debaters  Amanda  Brown,  22,  of  Hattiesburg,  Chris  Lawrence,  35,  of 
Biloxi,  and  Jill  Silcio,  22,  of  Slidell,  La. 

According  to  a  vote  from  the  audience  foUovvang  the  debate,  the  Bntish 
debaters  made  quick  work  of  their  challengers,  walking  off  with  a  102- 
16  victoiy.  The  stop  at  Southern  Miss  was  one  in  a  stnng  of  dates  on  a 
14-state  tour  that  took  the  duo  to  both  coasts,  including  Miami,  the  site 
of  the  first  presidential  debate. 

Marrs  said  his  team  has  argued  many  questions  dunng  their  tour,  and 
they  don't  know  what  debate  issue  has  been  selected  or  which  side  they'll 
be  defending  until  they  arrive  on  the  host  campus.  Marrs  said  that  if  his 
team  had  been  required  to  defend  the  Iraq  invasion,  he  thinks  the  out- 
come would  have  been  the  same. 

"You've  got  to  be  prepared  to  win  on  either  side,"  said  Marrs,  22. 
"Actually,  Southern  Miss  was  a  very  good  team,  especially  considering  it 
was  their  first  time  to  debate  in  front  of  a  live  audience.  In  fact,  they're 
probably  one  of  the  best  teams  we've  faced  in  the  States." 

Fashioned  after  British  debates,  which  are  often  spirited  and  boister- 
ous, the  contest  allowed  teams  to  challenge  each  other  during  their  pre- 
sentations. This  led  to  some  of  the  debate's  lighter  moments,  bnngmg 
laughter  to  the  packed  house. 

Lawrence  pointed  out  that  the  debate  was  not  a  "planned  policy 
debate,"  but  a  "values  debate." 


left:  Chris  Lawrence  of  Biloxi,  left,  and  Amanda  Brown  of  Hattiesburg,  right,  lis- 
ten intently  as  Jill  Silcio  of  Slidell,  La.,  center,  gives  her  team's  opening  argument 
during  a  debate  on  the  Iraq  War  with  members  of  the  British  Debate  Team. 

right:  Rob  Marrs  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  right,  and  Aneurin  "Nie"  Brewer 
of  Bristol  University  plan  a  rebuttal. 

"Values  debates  are  more  spinted  and  emotional  than  planned  policy 
debates.  You  use  a  more  cutting  style,"  Lawrence  said.  "I  thmk  we  left  a 
lot  on  the  table,  as  far  as  the  issues  go." 

Harnet  Hanson,  an  exchange  student  from  England,  attended  the 
debate  and  said  afterward  that  she  thought  her  compatriots  won. 

"This  was  very  informative  because  before  today  I  didn't  know  a  lot 
about  the  war,"  Hanson.  "I  thought  it  was  lively  and  entertaining,  and  it 
was  nice  to  hear  some  Bntish  accents." 

Stephen  Snell,  a  junior  political  science  major  from  Jackson,  voted  for 
the  British  Debate  Team,  saying  he  agreed  "with  all  their  major  pomts. ' 

"They  disproved  every  point  the  U.S.  team  had.  There  is  no  question 
they  won,"  Snell  said. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Speech 
Communication,  the  Honors  College,  and  the  British  Studies 
Program. 


University  Awarded  $17.5  Million  NIH  Grant  to  Advance  Biomedical  Research  in  State 


■  The  National  Institutes  of  Health  has  awarded  a  $17.5  million  grant 
to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  continue  funding  the 
Mississippi  Functional  Genomics  Network,  The  grant,  the  largest  sin- 
gle award  ever  received  at  Southern  Miss,  allows  the  university  to  take 
the  lead  in  enhancing  biomedical  research  in  a  state  historically  under- 
represented  in  the  area  of  public  health. 

"Health  issues  are  a  critical  concern  for  the  citizens  of  Mississippi  and 
the  nation,"  said  Dr.  George  Santangelo,  MFGN  director  and  professor 
of  biological  sciences  at  Southern  Miss.  "Despite  the  impressive 
achievements  of  modem  medicine,  we  still  suffer  from  high  levels  of 
heart  disease,  cancer  and  other  illnesses.  Mississippi  has  a  virtually 
untapped  natural  resource  to  help  solve  these  problems — the  bright, 
energetic  students  at  our  colleges  and  universities." 

Although  public  health  in  Mississippi  has  improved  during  the  last  few 
decades,  much  work  remains  to  be  done,  Santangelo  said.  According  to 
the  United  Health  Foundation's  state  health  rankings  for  2003, 
Mississippi  ranks  as  the  least  healthy  state.  Our  citizens  have  the  highest 
rate  of  heart  disease,  and  Mississippi  ranks  42nd  in  cancer  deaths.  Nearl)' 
10  percent  of  Mississippians  suffer  fi-om  diabetes  (50th  rank). 

To  help  train  and  retain  biomedical  researchers  in  the  state,  the 
MFGN  project  has  established  five  research  facilities  at  Mississippi's 
major  universities,  providing  the  cutting-edge  instalments  needed  for 


scientists  and  students.  The  facilities  have  also  ser\'ed  the  projects 
regional  partner  institutions  -  Alcorn  State,  Delta  State,  Millsaps, 
Mississippi  Valley  State,  Mississippi  College,  Mississippi  Uni\-ersity  for 
Women  and  Tougaloo  College. 

"An  important  mission  of  the  Mississippi  Functional  Genomics 
Network  is  to  proN'ide  these  students  and  their  mentors  with  the 
resources  they  need  to  be  successful,  including  the  highh-  teclinical  and 
expensive  instrumentation  that  is  ntiw  an  essential  component  of  the 
modem  biomedical  research  enteiprise,"  Santangelo  said. 

A  principle  tool  in  the  effort  to  develop  a  network  of  biomedical 
researchers  in  Mississippi  is  the  MFGN  Foaun,  a  \-irtual  community 
accessible  \1a  the  World  Wide  Web. 

"An  important  component  of  biomedical  research  is  "bioinformatics," 
which  is  the  use  of  computing  technolog}"  to  help  solve  biological  prob- 
lems," said  Dr.  Mohamed  Elasri,  MFGN  bioinfomiatics  director  and 
assistant  professor  of  biological  sciences  at  Southern  Miss.  "This  pro]- 
ect  has  permitted  us  to  establish  a  bioinfonnatics  coiy  to  ser\-e  the 
whole  state." 

Dr.  Glen  Shearer,  MFGN  program  coordinator  and  pivifcssor  of  bio- 
logical sciences  at  Southern  Miss,  said  that  by  ci-eatlng  a  searchable 
research  database,  '\ve  ma\-  nc\  cr  again  have  to  e.Kperience  "brain  drain 
as  talented  tacultx-  and  students  lca\c  our  state  for  greener  pastures." 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni(a)usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  vwvw.SouthernMlssAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


TIP-OFF 


11-27   Museum  of  Art  presents 

MFA/MAE  Student  Exhibition 
Museum  of  Art/4-  6  p.m. 
Free  admission 
Call  (601)  266-5200 
for  more  information. 

21  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  LSU 
Houma  Civic  Center/ 

3  p.m.  Houma,  La. 

22  Tuba/ Euphonium 

Ensemble  Concert 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center/  7:30  p.m. 
Free  admission 


23         Southern  Arts 
Brass  Quintet 
Bennett  Auditorium/ 
6  p.m.  Free  admission 

23  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Arkansas-Little  Rock 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p 

24  Southern  Miss  Basketball 
vs.  Southeastern  La. 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p 

27         Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
The  Rock/ 2  p.m. 

27  Southern  Miss  Basket- 
ball vs.  McNeese  State 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p. 


,m. 
UAB 


30         Symphonic  Winds  Student 
Conductors  Concert 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 
Free  admission 

1  Southern  Miss  Trombone 
Choir  Recital 

Bennett  Auditorium/  6  p.m. 
Free  admission 

2  Wind  Ensemble  Concert 
Bennett  Auditorium/  7:30  p.m. 
Call  (601)  266-5418  or 
800-844-8425  for  tickets. 

3  Symphony  Orchestra  presents 
"Holidays  at  the  Saenger" 
Saenger  Theatre/ 
7:30  p.m. 

Call  (601)  266-5418  or 
800-844-8425  for  tickets. 

3-4       Lady  Eagle  Basketball  Classic 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  / 
Time  TBA 

7  Southern  Miss  Basketball 

vs.  Spring  Hill 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p.m. 
9-11      Studio  115  Dance  Concert 

Theatre  and  Dance  Building  / 

7:30  p.m.  (601)266-4161 

10        Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Southern  Illinois 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  5  p.m. 


11         Southern  Miss  Basketball  vs. 
Alcorn  State 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7:30  p.m. 

17  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Arkansas-Pine  Bluff 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p.m. 

18  Southern  Miss 
Basketball  vs.  LSU 
Mississippi  Coast 
Coliseum/  2p.m. 
Biloxi,  Miss. 

19  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
South  Alabama 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  2  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Basketball  vs. 

William  Carey 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p.m. 

3  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 

Southeastern  La. 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  7  p.m. 

27        Symphony  Orchestra  presents 
"William  T.  Gower  - 
Future  Stars  of  the 
Concert  Stage" 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 
For  tickets,  call 
(601)  266-5418  or 
800-844-8425. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1)  What  is  the  full  name  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  mascot? 

2)  On  what  date  was  the  university  founded? 

3)  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  school 
yearbook? 

4)  When  did  the  institution  achieve 
university  status? 

Answers  on  page  53 
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Maternity 

Nursery  Furniture  £r  Bedding 

Baby  Clothes  £r  Gifts 


EKPlCrATIGNS 


6242  US  Hwy  98  West  •  Hattiesburg 

601-264-4949 

(Next  to  Petro  Motors) 

and  our  original  location 
637  Brookway  Boulevard  •  Brookhaven 

601-833-5303 
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Faculty  photograph  W.F.  Bond 
(1915  Neka  Camori) 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

Willard  Faroe  Bond  was  born  in  1876  and 
died  m  1968,  but  in  the  intervening  years  he 
did  a  lot  of  living.  His  activities  and  accom- 
plishments during  those  years  provide  a 
brief  glimpse  into  a  real-life  success  story. 

Willard  Bond  was  a  member  of  the  original 
faculty  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  (then  Mississippi  Normal 
College)  and  served  from  1912  -  1916,  but 
his  commitments  to  education  and  to  the 
betterment  of  underprivileged  Mississippians 
continued  throughout  his  life. 

A  native  of  Stone  County,  Miss. ,  Bond  was 
orphaned  at  the  age  of  five,  when  his  mother, 
Nancy,  died  in  1881.  At  the  time  of  her  death, 
Nancy  had  been  employed  for  three  years  by 
a  farmer  and  stockman,  Laomi  A.  Batson,  as  a 
housekeeper.  Since  the  boy  had  no  other  liv- 
ing relatives,  Batson  decided  to  keep  him. 
Unfortunately,  Bond's  foster  father  died  one 
year  later,  but  he  left  a  will  stipulating  that 


Bond  Story 


Bond  would  receive  $500  for  his  education,  if 
he  remained  in  the  care  of  Laomi  Batsons 
younger  brother,  Lvms  Cass  Batson. 

Bond  attended  an  assortment  of  one- 
teacher  schools  near  his  home  during  his 
elementary  years,  and  eventually  graduated 
from  Purvis  High  School.  He  accepted  his 
first  teaching  job  at  age  16,  when  he  was 
hired  for  the  summer  by  the  newly  estab- 
lished Boggy  Branch  School.  Both  teacher 
and  students  went  to  school  barefoot— not 
because  they  didn't  have  shoes,  but  because 
it  was  summertime  and  they  liked  being 
barefoot.  He  later  passed  the  state  examina- 
tion required  to  teach  in  county  pubUc 
schools,  and  taught  m  a  succession  of  one- 
teacher  schools  such  as  Rock  Hill,  Cross 
Roads,  Eureka  and  others. 

Apparently,  those  were  wild  and  wooly 
days.  In  hi,s  autobiography,  "1  Had  a  Friend" 
(1958),  Bond  relates  an  incident  that 
occurred  while  he  was  teaching  at  Rock  Hill 
School  near  Purvis.  He  had  punished  one  of 
his  students  with  a  switch,  and  two  of  the 
student's  relatives  took  exception.  They  sent 
word  that  they  were  going  to  drag  Bond  out 
of  the  school  and  beat  him  up.  Bond,  who 
had  heard  stories  of  terrible  things  happen- 
ing to  teachers,  purchased  a  pistol  and  car- 
ried it  to  school  every  day  in  his  hip  pocket. 
Since  the  outUne  of  the  gun  was  plainly  vis- 
ible to  the  students,  word  quickly  got  to  the 
troublemakers,  and  nothing  more  was  heard 
from  them.  After  several  days.  Bond  decided 
to  beard  the  lions  in  their  den,  so  to  speak. 
One  day  after  school,  he  walked  a  mile  to  the 
home  of  the  perpetrators  and  asked  to  bor- 
row one  of  their  saddle  horses  to  ride  to  his 
home,  some  10  miles  away.  The  horse  was 


loaned,  a  potentially  dangerous  situation 
was  averted,  and  afterward,  all  three  men 
became  good  friends. 

The  money  Bond  earned  teaching  during 
the  summers  was  used  to  pay  for  his  room 
and  board  at  Purvis  High  School,  where  he 
and  four  others  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1897.  Following  graduation,  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  Purvis  High  for  the  1897- 
1898  session.  In  the  fall  of  1898  he  entered 
Peabody  College  in  Nashville  and  continued 
to  teach  during  the  summers  to  hnance  his 
education.  During  his  last  two  years  in  col- 
lege, he  received  assistance  in  the  form  of  a 
George  Peabody  Scholarship.  After  receiving 
his  bachelor's  degree  in  1902,  he  was  hired 
as  superintendent  of  Wiggins  High  School  in 
Wiggins.    He   remained   there   until    1912, 


Photograph  of  Bond,  featured  in 

"Re-enactment  program  and  dedication  of  W.F. 

Bond  and  IVIary  Pulley  Halls" 
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Photograph  of  Willard  Faroe  Bond, 
featured  in  THp  to  Germany,  June  1949 


when  he  was  hired  to  teach  history  and 
Latin  at  the  newly-established  Mississippi 
Normal  College  m  Hattiesburg.  He  also 
coached  the  girls'  basketball  team  and 
taught  a  Bible  class  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

On  June  25,  1905,  he  married  Susie 
Graham,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Bernard,  Gladys,  Willard  Jr., 
and  Helen.  Susie  Graham  Bond  was  among 
the  first  married  female  graduates  at  MNC. 
She  received  her  diploma  on  May  26,  1916. 
The  Bonds'  eldest  son,  Bernard,  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  practice  school  at  MNC. 

Bond  left  MNC  in  1916,  when  Gov. 
Theodore  G.  Bilbo  appointed  him  state 
superintendent  of  education,  a  position  he 
held  until  1936.  He  was  appointed  state 
commissioner  of  public  welfare  in  1936, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1952,  when 
he  was  named  public  relations  director  for 
the  "Welfare  Department.  He  retired  m  1955. 
In  1962,  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  honored  Bond  by  naming  a 
men's  residence  hall  for  him.  "Willard  F.  Bond 
Hall  was  dedicated  on  September  18,  1962, 
and  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  that  fall. 


Willard  E  Bond  died  on  July  30,  1968, 
leaving  behind  an  enviable  record  of  public 
service.  More  importantly,  he  left  an  excel- 
lent reputation.  In  the  introduction  to 
Bond's  book,  "Thoughts  at  Ninety  on  How 
to  Live  a  Useful,  Happy,  Successful  Life," 
Robert  G.  Gillespie  had  the  following  to  say 
about  Bond: 

"...(he)  has  more  friends,  fewer  ene- 
mies, has  enjoyed  the  greatest 
number   of  active   years,   befriended 
more  people,  caught  more  fish, 
killed  more  game,   told  more  yarns, 
and  enjoyed  it  the  most  of  any 
person  I  know." 
In  the  same  book.  Bond  summed  up  his 
philosophy  of  life  thusly: 

"Today  is  my  greatest  gift.  The  way  I  use 
it  will  determine  largely  my  success,  useful- 
ness, and  happiness  in  all  of  the  tomorrows 
that  may  be  mine." 

Look  for  a  profile  of  Miss  Kate  Brown,  in  the 
next  issue  of  The  Talon. 


iBuuru.  llu'  Cljmit  S'linitnrtait 


MOSES.    Ihe   great   lediier  uf  the   Hebrews, 
fifteen-hundred  years  B.  C.  taiiffht  that  i.re- 
vention  rather  than  cure  was  the  part  of 
wisdom  in  handling  disease. 

In  carryitig  out  this  idea  he  t«ught  that 
cleanliness,  isolation,  and  disinfection"  by  burning 
are  necessary. 

The  priests  and  common  people  were  re- 
quired to  bathe  at  stated  periods.  If  tlie  priests  had 
touched  anything  unclean  they  must  wash  their  fiesh 
with  water:  on  being  purified  they  wen*  required  u> 
waah  themselves  with  much  water  and  put  on  clean 
linen;  before  going  in  the  tabernacle  Iheyt  had  to 
hathe  and  put  on  clean  clothing.  The  commonpeople 
were  commanded  to  bathe  their  flesh  and  wash  their 
clothing.  They  were  i-etiuired  to  keep  everything  about  their  camps  scrupulously  clean. 
All  excreta  from  tuo  body  was  buried  without  the  camps.  No  particles  of  food  were 
kept  until  they  decayed.  Every  person  tliat  had  any  kind  of  disease  was  required 
to  show  himself  to  the  priest,  who  made  a  careful  examination  and  pronounced  hini 
"clean  or  unclean".  If  the  diaonao  was  leprosy,  scall.  or  any  kind  of  contagious  disease, 
the  afflicted  one  was  isolated  without  the  camps  for  a  spccifled  time.  He  was  ex- 
amined  from  time  to  time  at  regular  intervals  until  he  was  well.  This  wnss  done  regard- 
less of  person- even  Miriam,  the  sister  of  Moses  was  exiled  from  the  camp  for  a  time. 

The  clothing  of  a  person  infected  with  a  contagious  disease  was  laundcn^d.  If 
still  found  unclean  it  was  burned.  A  leper's  house  was  thoivughly  cleaned,  closed  up 
for  a  certain  longtil  of  time,  and  if  any  danger  of  contamination  was  thought  to  exist, 
the  house  was  destroyed. 

The  old  adage  "cleanliness  is  next  to  Godliness"  is  true.  God,  in  giving  the 
laws  to  Moses,  gave  the  lawa  ef  personal  hygiene,  along  with  the  laws  of  love  for  God. 
and  worship.  Although  Moses  did  not  renliie  that  he  was  teaching  hygiene  and  sani- 
tation his  methods  have  pt«ved  to  bo  wise,  and  have  been  modernised  so  that  they  are 
still  affective  in  various  tj-pes  of  disoa-se. 

Moses  has  received  cf«dlt  fov  beitvg  tlie  gtwat  law-giver,  and  a  gujat  leader:  but 
he  has  not  t«coived  due  appreciation  as  a  great  sanitarian.  We,  thirt)--foiu-  hundi-ed 
yeara  later,  are  seeing  more  clearly  every  year,  the  good  common  sense  demonstrated 
in  his  lawa  of  personal  hygiene  and  general  sanitation.  Moses  was  truly  a  fonenmner 
of  all  our  modern  methods  of  sanitation  and  principles  of  ,'oulhenics.  which  make  it  pos. 
sible  for  us  to  hve  and  enjoy  the  ble8aing«  of  health  and  the  pleasure  of  clean  environ- 


"Moses,  the  Great  Sanitarian,"  by  Susie  Graham  Bond 
(1916  Neka  Camon) 
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Donors  assist  Southern  Miss  Alum,  Student 


Fi-eeman 


While  about  150  bone  marrow  donors  were 
willing  to  help  find  a  cure  for  Southern  Miss  alum 
David  Freeman's  life,  another  donor  helped 
Southern  Miss  senior  Brianna  Spell  to  become  the 
first  recipient  of  the  "Big  Dave"  Dave  Freeman 
Athlehc  Training  Scholarship. 

This  past  summer,  Freeman,  41,  was  diag- 
nosed with  multiple  myeloma,  a  cancer  of  the 
plasma  cells  in  the  bone  marrow  that  destroys 
bone,  causing  pain  or  the  collapse  of  bones. 

"As  of  right  now  we  have  not  found  a  match 
[for  Freeman] ,  so  we  vi^ll  continue  to  pray  until 
a  bone  marrow  match  is  found,"  said  Freeman's 
boss  Mike  Williamson,  director  of  sports  medi- 
cine at  Hattiesburg  Clinic. 

Freeman  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  athlet- 
ic training  and  a  master's  degree  in  sport  admin- 
istration, both  from  Southern  Miss.  He's  been 
working  as  an  athletic  trainer  since  1996  and  has 
been  with  Hattiesburg  Clinic  since  2002. 

"He's  not  just  an  athletic  trainer  to  the  kids  he 
works  with,"  said  Williamson.  "And  he's  not 
just  a  co-worker  to  us.  He's  a  fnend.  He's  one  of 
the  most  unselfish  people  I've  ever  met.  If  anyone's  deserving  of  help,  it's 
David.  He's  never  said  Why  me?'" 

Without  any  treatment.  Freeman  is  looking  at  18  to  36  months  of  life. 
With  just  chemotherapy,  he  might  make  it  four  years.  With  a  transplant, 
he's  looking  at  much  more  time. 

That's  why  Hattiesburg  Clinic  and  Southern  Miss  are  working  togeth- 
er to  give  Freeman  a  chance  to  stay  around  a  lot  longer 

"I  want  to  thank  everyone  for  their  generosity  and  prayers,"  said 
Freeman,  who  lives  m  Wiggins  vvith  his  wife,  Sarah.  "Right  now,  I'm  just 
going  on  vvlth  my  life,  taking  care  of  these  kids  [at  the  school].  The  dis- 
ease has  changed  everything;  the  small  things,  they  aren't  as  important 
anymore.  And  what  people  have  done  for  me  ...  how  do  I  describe  my 
thanks?" 

During  the  same  time  Hattiesburg  Clinic  sponsored  the  bone  marrow 
drive  in  August  for  Freeman,  Spell  was  rewarded  $1,500  from  an  anony- 


Spell 


mous  Hattiesburg  Clinic 
physician  who  spearhead- 
ed the  scholarship  fund. 
Both  Freeman  and  Spell 
share  a  common  ground: 
athletic  training.  While 
Freeman  works  as  an  ath- 
letic trainer  at  Poplarville 
High  School,  Spell  studies 
to  be  an  athletic  trainer. 

"This  scholarship  allows 
me  to  finish  my  senior  year 
without  having  a  gap  in 
my  education,"  said  23- 
year-old  Spell,  who  is  in 
her  third  year  of  work 
toward  becoming  an  ath- 
letic trainer,  with  a  minor 
m  dance.  "I  wanted  so 
much  to  finish,  and  now 
I'm  going  to  be  able  to,  all 
because  of  this." 

Spell,   the   daughter  of 
Cmdr  Martin  and  Ann  Spell  of  Collins,  attended  Prentiss  Christian 
School.  To  win  the  scholarship,  she  wrote  an  essay  about  her  financial 
need  and  her  dreams  for  the  future. 

"I  want  to  be  a  trainer  for  Extreme  Sports,  Uke  motocross,  skate- 
boarding, snowboarding  and  trick  riding.  I  like  alternative  sports 
because  they  have  a  unique  style  of  athleticism,"  she  said.  "I  appreci- 
ate this  gift  so  much  because  it  allows  me  to  concentrate  on  my  edu- 
cation and  our  athletes  rather  than  on  my  financial  situation.  It's  just 
wonderful." 

To  continue  the  joint  efforts  of  Hattiesburg  Clinic  and  the  university 
to  help  Freeman  and  future  students,  donors  may  call  Mattie  Cobum  of 
Mississippi  Marrow  Donor  Program  at  (601)  815-8946  to  be  tested  for 
a  bone  marrow  match.  To  donate  to  the  scholarship,  call  Kristy  Gould, 
a  development  officer  for  the  USM  Foundation,  at  (601)  266-5922. 

— Angela  Cutrer 


Southern  Miss  atum  David  Freeman  wori<s  on  a 
patient  at  Hattiesburg  Clinic.  He  awaits  a  bone 
marrow  match  for  a  transplant 


Estate  Planning  Seminar  set  for  Dec.  7 

Individuals  who  are  interested  in  attending  the  annual  Estate  Planning  Seminar  may  register  the  day  of  the  event. 

Sponsored  by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Estate  Planning  Council,  the  daylong  seminar  will  be  held  from  8  a.m.  to  4:15  p.m. 
Dec.  7  at  the  Hattiesburg  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center.  Cost  to  attend  is  $120. 

"This  seminar  will  provide  estate  planning  advisers  with  current  tools  and  information  to  help  them  better  serve  their  clients,"  said  Ben 
Samel,  planned  giving  officer  for  The  USM  Foundation, 

Topics  and  presenters  for  the  seminar  include:  "Life  Insurance,"  by  Larry  Voas  of  Northwestern  Mutual,  Biloxi;  "Review  of  Current 
Developments  in  Estate  Planning,"  by  Barry  Jones  of  Wise  Carter  Child  &  Caraway,  Jackson;  "Long-Term  Care  and  Disability  Insurance, 
Critical  Care  Illness  Insurance,"  by  Brent  Lamon  of  One  Source  Brokerage,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  "Health  Savings  Accounts,"  by  Linda  Bounds 
Keng  of  Watkins  Ludlam  Winter  &  Stennis,  Jackson;  "412  Plan,"  by  Richard  Topp  of  Nicholson  &  Company  Hattiesburg;  "Ethics  for 
Attorneys"  by  Ralph  A.  Yelverton  of  Stubblefield  &  Yelverton,  Jackson;  and  "Estate  Mediation,"  by  David  Grishman  of  Watkins  Ludlam  Winter 
&  Stennis,  Jackson. 

Gregg  Lassen,  chief  financial  officer  at  Southern  Miss,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Attorneys,  trust  officers,  financial  planners,  development  officers,  certified  public  accountants,  chartered  life  underwriters  or  other  profession- 
al estate  planners  may  earn  continuing  education  credits  for  the  seminar.  CLE/CEU/CLU  credits  of  6-8  hours  are  awarded  through  the  state. 

The  seminar  is  co-sponsored  by  A.G.  Edwards  &  Sons,  AmSouth  National  Bank,  BancorpSouth  Trust  and  Asset  Management,  Hancock 
Bank  Trust  Department,  Smith  Barney  Trustmark  National  Bank,  Regions  Morgan  Keegan  Trust  and  UBS  Financial  Services. 

The  fee  includes  lunch.  For  more  information,  contact  Ben  Samel  at  (601)  266-5481. 
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Damian  Morgan's  Benefit  Helps  to 
Raise  Funds  for  Endowment 

To  remember  a  beloved  friend,  Suzy  Elkins  and  Betty  Hagg,  both 
of  Hattiesburg,  wanted  to  do  something  as  a  tribute  to  Damian 
Morgan.  A  1980  graduate  of  Southern  Miss'  School  of  Journalism, 
Morgan  died  tragically  June  29,  2003,  from  injuries  suffered  m  an 
automobile  accident. 

They  planned  an  evening  filled  vvdth  live  entertainment  and  a  silent 
auction,  m  which  more  than  $11,000  was  raised  to  assist  m  the 
endowment  of  the  Damian  E.  Morgan  Scholarship  m  Photojournalism. 
The  scholarship  had  been  established  in  the  fall  2003  by  Ed  Wheeler, 
retired  professor  of  photography  at  Southern  Miss  and  longtime  fnend, 
colleague  and  former  instructor  of  Morgans. 

"Our  family  was  overwhelmed  by  the  outpour  of  love  and  respect 
that  so  many  hold  for  Damian.  The  manner  in  which  his  friends  chose 
to  honor  him  is  something  we  will  never  forget  and  the  scholarship  will 
serve  to  aid  photojournalism  students  at  USM  forever,"  said  Joe 
Morgan,  Damian's  brother. 

Morgan  was  an  award- winning  freelance  photographer  and  journal- 
ist who  worked,  at  vanous  times  in  his  career,  for  newspapers  m 
Hattiesburg,  Jackson,  Tupelo  and  Austin,  Texas.  He  was  an  avid  adven- 
turer whose  travels  were  chronicled  m  interesting  and  unusual  pho- 
tography he  exhibited. 

On  July  9,  friends,  family  and  fans  gathered  from  all  corners  of  the 
country  for  The  Drapes,  who  played  to  a  raucous,  standing-room-only 
crowd  at  the  Thirsty  Hippo  in  dovvTitown  Hattiesburg.  Elkins,  a  former 
Drapes  band  member,  reunited  this  musical  troupe  for  a  special 
appearance,  their  first  time  on  stage  since  1982. 

"It  was  quite  an  undertaking  to  bring  all  of  the  original  band  mem- 
bers together,  but  Suzy  was  on  a  mission,"  said  Morgan.  "All  were  able 
to  put  their  respective  lives  on  hold  and  gather  for  a  weekend  reunion 
as  a  tribute  to  their  friend." 

Pnor  to  the  performance,  hundreds  of  Drapes  fans  and  fnends  of 
Morgan  strolled  through  the  Impressions  Gallery,  placing  bids  on  photos, 
artwork,  vacations  or  other  items.  Hagg  had  gathered  more  than  100 
items  donated  by  photographers,  local  and  regional  artists,  galleries, 
friends  and  local  merchants.  Items  included  a  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
print  from  one  of  Morgan's  former  colleagues,  many  other  prize-vvanning 
photographs,  original  works  of  art,  beach  vacations  and  canoe  trips. 

To  make  a  donation  to  the  Damian  E.  Morgan  Scholarship  in 
Photojournalism,  please  contact  Kristy  Gould,  development  officer  for 
Southern  Miss  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  at  (601)  266-5922. 
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Suzy  Elkins,  left,  Betty  Hagg  and  Ed  Wheeler  admire  a  chalk  drawing  of  Damian  Morgan 
by  Joan  McRaney  of  Hattiesburg.  A  larger  chalk  drawing  of  Morgan  was  on  display  at 
the  Impressions  Gallery  during  the  benefit.  He  was  a  1980  Southern  Miss  graduate  and 
an  award-winning  freelance  photographer. 


z'  ne  Concert  Event  of  a  Lifetime"  features  inter- 
nationally-renowned tenor  Placido  Domingo 
who  will  be  accompanied  by  the  oldest 
orchestra  in  Mississippi,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra.  In  its  84th  season,  the  orchestra  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  music  director  Jay  Dean  since  1988.  Also, 
the  annual  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  Black  Tie  Dinner  will 
be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  concert,  beginning  with  a  cock- 
tail reception  at  5  p.m.  and  followed  by  dinner  at  6  p.m.  in  the 
coliseum  convention  center.  Members  who  wish  to  attend  the 
concert,  in  addition  to  the  dinner,  are  encouraged  to  purchase 
concert  tickets  early  to  ensure  choice  in  seating.  Ticket  prices 
range  from  $27  to  $302,  with  group  and  Southern  Miss  student 
discounts  available.  Information  for  the  Black  Tie  Dinner  will  be 
provided  to  Honor  Club  members  at  a  later  date. 


Tickets  are  available  through  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Box 
Office  at  601-266-5418  or  800-844-8425,  Tickets  may  also  be 
ordered  online  at  www.usm.edu/tickeis. 
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Following  In  His  Father's  Footsteps: 

Jim  Simpson  Jr.  76  Has  Held 

Daddy's  Seat"  Since  1994 


T 


By  Dana  McCranie 

he  progression  for 
Southern  Miss  alumnus 
James  "Jim"  Simpson  Jr. 
into  politics  was  fairly  natural 
and  largely  influenced  by  a  rich 
political  family  tradition. 
Simpson  decided  to  run  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  seat 
for  the  Harrison  District  after 
learning  the  position  was  being 
given  up  early  by  its  occupant. 
This  particular  political  office 
had  a  lot  of  meaning  to 
Simpson,  as  it  was  held  by  his 
father,  James  Simpson  Sr.,  for 
almost  30  years. 

Simpsons  brother  phoned 
him  with  the  news  that  their 
"Daddy's  seat"  had  been  vacated.  His  brother  asked 
if  Simpson  would  run  for  the  position  and  his  first 
response  was  no.  While  letting  the  news  sink  in,  just 
minutes  later,  Simpson  got  another  call  from  a  local 
reporter.  He  asked  if  Simpson  had  heard  the  news 
and  if  he  planned  to  run  for  the  seat.  Simpsons 
response  was  automatic,  and,  surprising  to  himself, 
he  would  pursue  the  seat  his  father  had  left  just 
three  years  earlier. 

Going  into  the  election,  Simpson  knew  a  lot 
about  what  the  job  would  hold  and  what  being  a 
politician  meant.  His  father  wasn't  the  only  pubUc 
servant  in  the  Simpson  family.  His  grandfather 
served  as  mayor  of  Pass  Christian,  Simpson's  home- 
town, and  his  uncle  served  as  deputy  chief  of  staff  to 
President  Jimmy  Carter.  Simpson  knew  this  rare 
political  education  would  benefit  him  if  elected. 

November  8,  1994,  Simpson  was  elected,  but  that 
day  held  tragedy  for  his  family.  Simpson's  father  suf- 


fered a  heart  attack  and  died  before  learning  his 
son  would  take  his  seat  in  the  Mississippi  House. 
It  was  his  father's  legacy  that  made  the  transition 
into  the  new  position  so  smooth  for  Simpson.  He 
was  able  to  benefit  from  the  strong  relationships 
established  by  his  father. 

Simpson's  preparation  for  the  position  also 
came  from  an  extensive  education  matched  by 
living  and  working  in  "Washington,  D.C.  Simpson 
remembers  his  time  at  Southern  Miss  as  a  matur- 
ing experience.  "The  professors  and  life  there 
prepared  me  to  go  to  work."  And  go  to  work  he 
did.  After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss,  he  left 
for  Washington,  D.C,  where  he  got  his  law 
degree  from  American  University's  Washington 
College  of  Law.  The  handful  of  years  he  spent  in 
D.C.  helped  prepare  him  for  his  poUtical  career, 
he  said.  Simpson  worked  for  the  Department  of 
Justice  while  earning  his  law  degree.  His  years  in 
D.C.  luckily  fell  during  his  Uncle  Bill's  time  as 
deputy  chief  of  staff  for  President  Carter. 
Simpson  and  his  uncle  had  a  great  relationship 
and  he  credits  his  uncle  as  a  highly  influential 
mentor  m  his  life.  Simpson  shared  Saturday 
morning  breakfasts  with  his  uncle  at  the  White 
House.  He  said  it  was  commonplace  to  be  eating 
breakfast  and  have  the  vice  president  walk 
through  in  blue  jeans. 

Simpson's  political  rise  has  been  shaped  by 
many  people  in  his  life,  but  he  has  made  quite  a 
name  for  himself  since  being  elected  in  1994  and 
reelected  last  year.  He  was  recently  recognized  as 
Legislator  of  the  Year  by  the  American  Legislative 
Exchange  Council.  His  love  for  the  ofhce  and 
people  of  his  district  make  it  easy  to  see  why  he's 
so  successful.  "I  enjoy  representing  this  district 
and  these  people,"  he  said. 
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Simpson  said  interacting  with  the  people  of  his  district  is  what 
he  enjoys  most  about  the  position.  He  said  he  enjoys  the  sense 
of  service  and  the  abiUty  to  see  the  results 
of  the  work  being  done  at  the  Capitol. 
"Our  primary  job  is  to  improve  the  quali- 
ty of  Ufe  for  the  people  of  our  state." 

Simpson  said  the  Harrison  District  is 
blessed  with  great  job  opportunities.  His 
interests  currently  focus  on  continuing  the 
improvement  of  education  and  protecting 
and  growing  the  economy  in  the  district. 

As  far  as  future  political  goals  go, 
Simpson  said  his  busy  schedule  keeps  him 
from  making  those  kinds  of  plans.  He  is 
very  comfortable  m  his  current  position 
and  said,  "I  enjoy  where  I'm  at." 

Simpson  keeps  quite  a  schedule  as  a 
House  member,  attorney,  husband  and 
father  of  four  from  the  ages  of  four  to  22. 
His  schedule  is  hectic,  driving  back  and 
forth  to  Jackson  each  week  during  legislative  sessions.  Simpson 
recognizes  the  challenges  the  position  presents,  but  he  places  a 


November  8, 1994, 
Simpson  was  elected, 

but  that  day  held 
tragedy  for  his  family. 
Simpson's  father  suf- 
fered a  heart  attack 
and  died  before  learn- 
ing his  son  would  take 
his  seat  in  the 
Mississippi  House. 


high  value  on  the  rewards  that  come  from  public  service. 
Simpson  encourages  anyone  with  the  ambition  to  pursue  a 
career  in  politics,  but  warns  not  to  expect 
huge  monetary  rewards.  "We  have  a  des- 
perate need  for  quality  people." 

When  Simpson  does  hnd  free  time, 
he  said  he  spends  it  with  his  children. 
He  also  enjoys  the  chance  to  play  golf 
or  go  fishing.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Gulfport  Gridiron  Club— a  group  of 
football  enthusiasts--and  loves  to 
attend  Golden  Eagle  football  games 
when  he  has  the  chance. 

With  the  frequent  commutes  to 
Jackson,  Simpson  drives  through  cam- 
pus about  once  a  month  to  watch  the 
changes.  Simpson  said  the  things  he 
misses  most  about  being  a  Southern 
Miss  student  are  the  people  and  friend- 
ships. "I  miss  the  time  to  enjoy  people  and  see  friends  more 
than  anything." 
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Trip  down  memory  lane  includes  a  new  highlight  for  Reggie 


By  Kristen  Preau 


Reggie  Collier  (10),  one  of  the  best  football  players  In  Southern  Miss  history,  returned  to  the  university  more  than  20  years 
after  his  senior  season  to  complete  his  degree. 

As  he  drives  to  work  each  day,  he  takes  a  trip  down  mem- 
ory lane,  better  known  as  Eagle  Walk.  He  recalls  the  time 
Southern  Miss  beat  Mississippi  State  7-6  before  64,112  in 
Jackson,  and  the  occasion  when  his  team  stunned  Florida 
State  58-14  just  one  week  later.  Now,  though,  the  trip  for  for- 
mer Golden  Eagle  quarterback  Reggie  Collier  includes  a  new 
favorite  memory  -  graduating  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

One  of  the  greatest  players  to  ever  wear  the  black  and  gold, 
Collier  left  Southern  Miss  without  a  degree  in  1982  and 
signed  a  professional  football  contract  with  the  Birmingham 
Stallions  of  the  United  States  Football  League.  For  the  next 
few  years  he  continued  his  career  in  professional  football  with 
the  Washington  Federals  and  the  Orlando  Renegades  of  the 
USEE  and  the  Dallas  Cowboys  and  Pittsburgh  Steelers  of  the 
National  Football  League.  But,  he  always  knew  that  he  would 
return  to  Hattiesburg. 

"There  was  something  burning  inside  to  finish  what  I  start- 
ed," said  Collier,  now  stationed  in  his  new  office  just  steps 
away  from  his  first  home  at  Southern  Miss.  The  former  quar- 
terback is  now  the  director  of  athletic  enhancement  and  com- 
munity development  for  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Department,  where  he  worked  as  a  graduate  assistant  during 
his  recent  studies.  "I  did  whatever  1  could  for  athletics,"  he 
said.  Collier  attended  football  practices,  made  appearances  at 
fund-raisers,  and  spoke  at  Eagle  Club  meetings  —  anything  to 


help  out  the  department. 
Collier  is  grateful  to  this 
department,  especially 
Kristi  Pierce,  a  counselor 
with  the  Student 
Academic  Enhancement 
Program,  who  helped 
him  prepare  to  make  the 
move  from  New  York  to 
Hattiesburg. 

In   the   classroom   for 
the    first    time    in    two 
decades.   Collier  said  it 
was     strange     initially, 
attending    classes    with 
students    half   his    age. 
When  asked  if  the  stu- 
dents knew  who  he  was, 
he  said,  "They  knew  the 
name  but  not  the  face." 
Some    students    asked 
Collier  when  he  played. 
His  reply:  "Before  you  were  bom."  The  former  Golden  Eagle 
standout  said  the  most  difficult  adjustment  was  time  manage- 
ment. This  time,  however,  he  was  more  focused  and  deter- 
mined to  make  it  happen. 

Colliers  dreams  were  confirmed  when  Pierce  called  him 
with  his  grades  at  the  end  of  his  first  semester  ~  he  made  the 
Dean's  List. 

"It  was  something  else  ...  I  told  everybody!"  said  Collier, 
who  added  the  honor  provided  him  the  mindset  that  "this  can 
be  done."  Collier  stayed  in  school  without  a  break  from  May 
2003  until  his  graduation  in  August  2004. 

Collier  believes  receiving  his  diploma  for  a  bachelors  degree 
in  sports  management  is  one  of  his  greatest  accomplishments. 
"I  was  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a  lot  of  honors  playing 
football,  but  they  don't  compare,"  said  Collier,  whose  many 
accolades  included  a  ninth-place  finish  in  the  voting  for  the 
Heisman  Trophy  Award  as  a  junior. 

"It's  a  real  satisfaction  to  come  back  and  finish  what  I  start- 
ed more  than  20  years  ago,"  he  said.  "No  matter  what  hap- 
pens now,  I  will  always  be  a  graduate  of  Southern  Miss." 

Although  his  parents  did  not  live  to  see  this  day.  Collier  was 
able  to  celebrate  this  milestone  with  his  uncle  and  aunt.  Dr. 
Robert  and  Barbara  Nance,  who  flew  in  from  Hawaii  for  the 
event.  Collier  calls  his  uncle  his  role  model. 

"He  has  the  qualities  as  a  man  and  a  person  that  I  want  to 
have  myself,"  he  said. 
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BORN  AN  EAGLL 


EAGLE  FANS  AREN'T  MADE.  THEY'RE  BORN.  And  as  long  as  Eagle 
fans  keep  coming  along,  we'll  continue  to  support  the  school  they  love. 

After  all,  we  were  doing  our  part  for  Mississippi  universities  before  most  of  today's  banks 
were  even  in  their  infancy.  And  we're  proud  to  continue  sponsoring  programs  that  will 
help  keep  Southern  Miss  growing  for  generations  of  Golden  Eagles  to  come. 
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Roses,  the  Heartthrob  of  Southern  Miss 


9^ 

,-Z  n  the  late  hours  of  a  mid-summer's  evening,  the  six  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Rose  Society  knelt  before  a  long  ribbon 
of  white  paper.  Pencils  and  crayons  in  hand,  they  began  a  painstaking 
process  of  crafting  the  perfect  design.  Ideas  became  shapes,  shapes 
became  patterns,  until  finally  patterns  became  a  layout.  Around  2 
a.m.,  a  consensus  had  been  reached:  The  group  agreed  a  fan  shape 
would  best  showcase  its  latest  brainchild,  a  nationally-recognized  rose 
garden  to  be  located  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Planting  rose  gardens  was  nothing  new  to  the  HARS,  whose  pur- 
pose was  to  locate,  display  and  enjoy  the  flowers.  Started  in  1972  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Eure,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Wicht  Sr.,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.B.  Waltman,  the  group  had  already  planted  a  memorial  gar- 
den at  the  Shreveport,  La.,  headquarters  of  the  American  Rose  Society. 
In  fact,  that  project  inspired  members  to  bring  the  beauty  of  a  rose 
garden  to  Hattiesburg,  but  on  a  larger  scale.  According  to  Dr.  Eure,  the 
gardens  site — a  large  grassy  area  in  the  front  of  campus — was  an  obvi- 
ous location.  "It  seemed  like  it  was  crying  for  a  rose  garden,"  he  said. 

With  the  concept,  location,  and  design  settled,  the  groups  next 
move  was  to  convince  then  university  President  William  D.  McCain 


to  allow  the  garden  on  campus.  A  senous  and  respected  leader, 
McCain  had  vowed  to  keep  the  campus  "muddy  or  dusty  with  con- 
struction" during  his  tenure.  Creating  and  maintaining  a  rose  garden 
didn't  exactly  fit  with  those  plans.  HARS  president  William  Wicht, 
however,  resolved  to  persuade  McCain  of  the  garden's  importance. 
"Mr.  Wicht  was  determined  to  make  the  rose  garden  a  reality"  Eure 
explained.  "He  would  be  at  Dr.  McCain's  office  every  morning  at  8 
with  our  plans  in  hand." 

William  Wicht  Jr.  agreed.  "My  dad  drove  McCain  crazy  about  put- 
ting in  a  rose  garden,"  he  said.  "I've  heard  stories  of  how  Dr.  McCain 
said  the  quickest  way  to  get  my  dad  out  of  his  office  was  to  agree  to 
the  rose  garden." 

So  vigilant  was  Wicht  that  McCain  made  a  point  of  mentioning  him 
at  the  rose  gardens  official  dedication  in  April  1974.  "Dr.  McCain  said 
he  was  more  or  less  required  to  build  this  rose  garden,"  Eure  said  with 
a  laugh.  "You  have  to  remember  that  Mr.  Wicht  was  German,  and  he 
could  be  tough." 

In  addition  to  being  persistent,  Wicht  and  his  wife,  Evelyn,  were 
expert  rosarians  and  often  served  nationally  as  rose  judges.  When 
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McCain  finally  relented,  the  Wichts  immedi- 
ately put  their  expertise  and  connections  to 
use.  The  couple  attended  the  annual 
Amencan  Rose  Society  national  meeting  and 
convinced  the  majority  of  rose  growers  to 
send  their  blooms  to  Hattiesburg.  By  the 
time  the  garden  was  planted  in  1973,  grow- 
ers from  across  the  nation  had  sent  600 
bushes  to  fill  the  32  beds.  By  1975,  the  gar- 
den was  approved  as  an  accredited  public 
rose  garden  by  All-American  Rose  Selections 
Inc. 

The  tradition  of  displaying  roses  from 
across  the  country  continues  today.  New 
blooms  are  selected  by  the  American  Rose 
Society,  said  Pat  McDonald,  director  of 
grounds  maintenance  and  president  of  the 
newly  formed  Southern  Miss  Rose  Garden 
Society  "The  ARS  selects  the  best  roses  each 
year  and  sends  25  varieties  of  each  to  us,"  he 
explained.  "This  year  we  are  planting  the 
2002  winners." 

Caring  for  so  many  blooms  has  been  made 
easier  by  the  gardens  design,  which  was 
carefully  mapped  out  by  the  HARS.  Aisles 
between  the  rows  of  roses  are  extra  wide  to 
accommodate  maintenance  crews  and 
pedestrians.  The  ample  width  also  affords 
enough  space  for  machinery  so  work  does 
not  have  to  be  done  manually.  Beds  are  ele- 
vated to  alleviate  any  flooding  caused  by 
heavy  rain,  and  a  waterway  system  is  located 
beneath  the  garden. 

Even  with  its  logistically  sound  layout,  the 
garden  requires  yearlong  care  from  a  dedi- 
cated shrub  pmning  crew.  During  the  gar- 
dens growing  season,  which  typically  lasts 
from  Apnl  through  October,  a  crew  from  the 
university's  Grounds  Maintenance  Division 
spends  up  to  12  hours  per  week  caring  for 
the  blooms.  According  to  Sid  Krhut,  land- 
scape superintendent,  even  with  the  gardens 
various  hybrids,  the  crew  employs  a  broad 
care  system.  The  amount  of  water,  nutrients, 
and  sunlight  are  all  constants,  he  said. 
Preventing  or  containing  diseases,  however, 
is  where  care  can  differ. 

"Some  roses  are  more  susceptible  to  dis- 
ease than  others,"  he  said.  "Black  spot  is  a 
common  disease  that  roses  get,  but  the 
newer  roses  coming  out  are  more  resistant  to 
it.  To  prevent  or  contain  the  disease,  there 
should  be  a  regular  spray  program.  We  spray 
our  roses  every  two  weeks  for  half  of  the 
year,  then,  depending  on  the  weather,  ever)' 
three  weeks." 


Another  mamtenance  measure  the  crew 
takes  IS  radical  pruning.  "We  do  major  prun- 
ing around  mid-  to  late  Februar);"  Krhut 
said.  "Then  we  do  dead-heading,  where  we 
remove  stump  blooms  or  dead  blooms  ever)- 
two  to  four  weeks.  When  we  dead-head,  we 
don't  take  off  major  height.  We  have  shrubs 
that  are  18  inches  tall  and  shrubs  that  are  six 
feet  tall." 

Krhui  added  that  the  crew  also  prunes 
shrubs  during  the  fall  and  ty-pically  keeps 
three  to  five  healthy  canes  per  bush. 

When  planting  season  nears.  the  mainte- 
nance crew  begins  preparing  the  beds  for  the 
annual  influx  of  roses.  To  make  room  for  the 
newest  blooms,  the  crew  uproots  the  least 
productive  beds  and  puts  them  through  a 
rigorous  sterilization  process.  "We  dig  out  as 
much  soil  as  possible  and  add  new  compost 
and  new  soil,"  Krhut  explained.  "We  com- 
bine one-third  aged  pme  bark  compost,  one- 
third  topsoil  or  sand,  and  one-third  horse 
manure.  Then  we  treat  the  bed  with  a  gran- 
ular soil  stenlant,  which  kills  weeds  and  bac- 
teria. The  bed  is  covered  for  20  days  then  left 
uncovered  for  20  days,  after  which  it  is  ready 
for  the  new  roses." 

Krhut  said  healthy  roses  either  remain  m 
the  mam  garden  or  are  replanted  m  vanous 
spots  around  campus.  Currently,  beds  are 
located  m  front  of  the  president's  home,  the 
baseball  field,  the  Pa}'ne  Center  recreational 
complex,  two  of  the  residence  halls  and  the 
field  house. 

With  lush  blooms  sprinkled  across  cam- 
pus. It  is  understandable  that  many  students 
are  tempted  to  pick  a  rose  e\"er\'  now  and 
them.  According  to  campus  lore,  the  univer- 
sity penalizes  would-be  pruners  caught  pick- 
ing flowers  with  hefty  fines  ranging  between 
$50  and  $500  per  rose. 

E\-en  though  the  universit)-  occasionally 
contends  with  rose-pickers,  ofTicials  with 
Grounds  Maintenance  said  ha\1ng  the  gar- 
den on  campus  is  worth  it.  "The  rose  garden 
is  the  signature  effort  ot  our  department;  we 
put  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  work,  time,  and  money 
into  it,"  McDonald  said.  "The  garden  is  s\"m- 
bolic  of  Southern  Miss,  and  Southern  Miss 
has  become  famous  because  of  it.  I  like  to 
think  of  It  as  the  heartthrob  ot  the  uni\-ersity. 
At  c\cr\'  commencement,  at  c\eiy  reception, 
the  roses  are  on  displa\-.  We  take  great  pride 
in  them.  The  garden  trulv  displa\-s  the  best  of 
the  best  roses. " 
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Southern  Miss  recruiters  are  taldng  aim  at  students  who  can  benefit  from  the  university,  not  just  academically,  but  socially  and  culturally  as  well. 
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The  Power  of 

SOUTHERN  MISS  RECRUITS  SOME  OF  THE  NATION'S  BEST  STUDENTS 


By  Karon  Warren  '97 


n 


Think  back  on  your  high  school  resume.  Were  you  involved  m 
student  government?  Did  you  carry  a  3.5  (or  higher)  grade  pomt 
average?  Did  you  take  part  in  extracurricular  activities  such  as 
sports  or  music?  Was  your  ACT  score  above  30?  If  so,  you  would  be 
Southern  Miss'  ideal  freshman  student.  In  fact,  more  of  todays  enrolling 
freshmen  boast  these  same  types  of  credentials  than  ever  before.  And 
that's  exactly  how  the  Office  of  Admissions  planned  it. 

Mathew  A.  Cox,  director  of  recruitment  operations  for  the  Office  of 
Admissions,  describes  today's  Southern  Miss  student  as  competitive 
and  actively  engaged  in  the  Southern  Miss  experience.  "They  are  stu- 
dent leaders  who  want  more  from  college  than  just  lecture  classes,"  he 
said.  "They  want  to  impact  their  surroundings." 

Though  no  formal  campaign  was  announced,  the  Office  of 
Admissions  decided  to  aggressively  seek  out  these  stu 
dents.  "I  don't  know  that  there  was  a  specific  point  at 
which  we  said,  'Let's  recruit  this  type  or  that  type 
of  student,'"  Cox  said.  "It's  been  more  of  a  move- 
ment toward  working  on  attracting  students 
who  can  benefit  from  being  at  Southern  Miss, 
not  just  academically,  but  socially  and  cultur- 
ally as  well.   This  'movement'   is  ongoing 
because  the  more  we  grow  and  learn  about 
our  own  institution,  the  more  we  can  define 
who  we  are  and  what  we  do." 

A  look  at  some  key  demographics  proves 
the  Office  of  Admissions  is  achieving  success 
The  number  of  freshmen  scoring  30  or  above  on 
the  ACT  in  2004  is  up  38.4  percent  since  1994.  In 
fact,  the  2004  freshman  class  had  25  percent  more  stu- 
dents scoring  24  or  higher  on  the  ACT  than  last  year's  class. 
Also,  Honors  College  enrollment  is  up  11  percent  this  year. 

The  addition  of  two  key  scholarship  programs  also  attracted  quality 
students.  Implemented  approximately  10  years  ago,  the  Leadership 
Scholarship  awards  funds  to  students  based  on  exceptional  involve- 
ment and  abilities  both  inside  and  outside  the  classroom.  Created  in 
2002,  the  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholarship  provides  funds  for 
Mississippi  high  school  seniors  who  demonstrate  leadership  skills,  are 
exemplary  students,  and  are  involved  in  their  communities  and  need 
financial  assistance. 

"The  number  of  Leadership  Scholarship  applications  has  steadih- 
increased  over  the  last  decade,"  Cox  said.  "We  now  have  100  new 
Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholars  each  year.  We  awarded  more  aca- 
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demic  scholarships  this  year  than  any  other  year."  Last  year,  the  uni- 
versity also  began  awarding  National  Merit  finalists  ver)-  attractive 
scholarship  packages  to  help  cover  attendance  costs.  This,  too,  has 
been  effective.  "We  enrolled  five  more  National  Merit  hnalists  this 
year  than  last,"  Cox  said. 

Achieving  these  results  was  no  easy  task.  "[We]  worked  harder  and 
smarter  than  the  other  guys,"  Cox  said.  "It  sounds  cliche,  but  that  is 
how  we  go  about  our  business.  Of  course,  there  is  a  strateg}'  as  well  as 
hard  work.  We  make  decisions  based  on  enrollment  data,  ACT  data, 
census  data  and  other  variables.  We  carefully  consider  what  that  data 
means  to  us  relative  to  our  university  mission  and  goals.  W'e've  got  great 
faculty  who  attract  students  during  their  campus  \isits.  Our  current 
students  are  utilized  m  attracting  new  students  as  well  -  the\'  are 
the  best  recruiters  because  students  want  to  hear  from 
other  students.  We've  also  had  great  support  from  the 
administration  to  meet  enrollment  goals." 

Office  of  Admissions  staff  also  goes  on  the  road 
to  meet  and  recruit  these  students.  "We  travel 
extensively  to  high  schools  and 
community/junior  colleges,"  Cox  said.  "We 
typically  make  personal  contact  \1sits  {as  well 
as  follow  up)  with  between  600  and  700 
schools  in  a  five-state  area  from  late  August 
through  Februar)'.  We  spend  about  S9.000 
per  month  just  in  postage  costs  to  mail  out 
information  to  what  t\'pically  is  a  prospective 
student  base  of  around  40,000  students  per  year. 
We  purchase  some  30,000  names  of  students  who 
took  standardized  tests  of  one  sort  or  another  but  didn't 
send  those  scores  to  us." 
Other  recruitment  actmties  include  student  scholarship  receptions, 
luncheons  for  guidance  counselors  to  update  them  on  Southern  Miss. 
"Area-wide  Recraitment  Nights"  for  prospecti\'e  students  and  parents  in 
major  metropolitan  areas  in  and  out  of  state,  and,  of  course,  campus 
visits  and  tours. 

Another  key  component  m  attracting  and  retaining  these  quality 
students  is  the  Freshman  Year  Experience.  The  program  works  to 
help  all  students  get  the  resources  they  need  to  be  successful  during 
their  Erst  \'ear  at  Southern  Miss.  F\T:  programs  include  Prc\iew-the 
uni\'ersit\'s  required  orientation  and  registration  program  tor  new 
undergraduate  students  entering  in  the  fall;  Premiere-welcome  activ- 
ities during  the  hrst  week  of  school;  Southern  Stvle-a  group  of 
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Southern  Miss  student  leaders  who  serve  as  orientation  leaders;  and 
Faculty  Feedback,  wherein  faculty  members  submit  the  names  of 
freshmen  having  performance  or  attendance  issues. 

"In  everything  we  do,  we're  trying  to  make  them  see  that  we're  a 
world-class  institution,"  said  Wynde  Fitts,  FYE  director  "It's  essential 
that  we  make  a  connection  vvath  them.  We  spend  a  lot  of  time  mak- 
ing that  happen." 


Efforts  to  reach  these  students  include  letters,  e-mail  and  phone 
calls.  "The  breed  of  students  we  get  today  is  so  different  than  five 
years  ago,"  Fitts  said.  "They're  consumer  driven  and  technology  driv- 
en. We  have  to  find  new  ways  to  reach  these  kids." 

The  goal  is  to  attract  as  many  students  as  possible  to  the  Preview 
events  held  throughout  the  spring  and  summer.  "We  always  feel  like 
if  we  get  them  here,  there's  no  way  they  won't  be  back,"  Fitts  said. 


Largely  due  to  targeted  recruiting  efforts,  the  2004  freshman 

class  had  25  percent  more  students  scoring  24  or  higher  on 

the  ACT  than  last  year's  class. 
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SouthernMissAlumni.com  by  registering  as  a 

member.  It's  easy  to  do  and  grants  you  access 

to  our  alumni  directory  so  you  can  locate  and 

catch  up  with  all  your  old  classmates. 
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Like  the  Office  of  Admissions,  the  Freshman  Year  Experience  is 
posting  remarkable  resuUs.  At  this  year's  first  Preview,  approxi- 
mately 500  students  turned  out.  Another  200  to  300  attended  the 
second  Preview,  and  400  to  500  attended  the  "last  call"  Preview. 
"To  get  that  kmd  of  turnout  is  impressive,"  Fitts  said. 

Those  numbers  were  reflected  in  this  year's  enrollment  of  1,560 
freshmen  students,  the  largest  freshman  class  in  the  university's 
history.  Freshman  enrollment  increased  more  than  5  percent  at 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  and  approximately  90  percent  for  the 
Gulf  Coast  campus. 

Though  they  are  getting  great  results,  don't  expect  the  Office  of 
Admissions  to  back  down  from  their  mission  to  attract  these  qual- 
ity students.  "Recruitment  is  always  about  reviewing,  altering, 
updating  and  refining  current  strategies  because  it  is  market  driv- 
en," Cox  said.  "So  there  is  always  the  possibility  that  strategies 
change;  any  responsive  recruitment  process  takes  this  into 
account.  However,  we  always  strive  to  offer  competitive  scholar- 
ships, attract  academically  talented  students  and  involve  student 
leaders  in  the  fabric  of  our  umversity-this  1  cannot  see  changing." 
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Events  such  as  Black  and  Gold  Day  In  November  provide  prospective  students 

with  the  opportunity  to  gain  valuable  knowledge  about  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi. 
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The  Legend  of  Ray  Guy: 

one  story  that  does  not  require  embellishment 


By  Jim  Coll  '99 


As  time  passes,  the  legends  of  sport  grow  larger.  Athletes 
possessing  incredible  speed,  strength  and  leaping  ability 
become  faster  and  stronger  and  can  jump  higher  as  the 
years  pass.  The  legends  somehow  seem  better  than  today's  ath- 
letes, even  though  empirical  evidence  suggests  today's  athletes  are 
larger  and  quicker. 

When  it  comes  to  former  Southern  Miss  standout  Ray  Guy, 
however,  the  reality  of  his  abilities  and  his  career  accomplishments 
require  no  embellishment.    Guy's  statistics  and  resume  dwarf  the 
accomplishments  of  many  of  today's  athletes.  When  it  comes  to  Ray 
Guy,  the  reality  and  the  legend  are  often  one  and  the  same. 

Consider  the  following:  In  1972,  the  punter  averaged  46.2 
yards  per  kick  for  the  Golden  Eagles,  winning  the 
nation's  punting  title.   Current  Southern  Miss 
punter  Luke  Johnson,  one  of  the  nation's  best 
in  2004,  averages  more  than  four  yards  less 
per  kick.   Guy's  61 -yard  field  goal  against 
Utah  State  in  1972  still  stands  as  the  school 
record.  As  a  defensive  back,  he  holds  the 
school  record  for  the  most  interceptions  in  a 
season  (8),  is  second  in  career  interceptions 

(18),  and  is  third  in  school  history  in  interceptions  yardage  (268).  As  a  baseball 
player,  he  struck  out  266  in  220.2  innings  pitched,  threw  14  complete  games  in  31 
starts,  is  fourth  in  career  strikeouts,  and  was  drafted  three  straight  years. 

So  when  Golden  Eagle  fans  boast  of  Guy's  playing  career  from  1969-72,  it  is  often  dif- 
ficult to  discern  exactly  which  portion  of  the  conversation  is  reality  and  which  portion  is 
legend.  When  it  comes  to  Ray  Guy,  the  reality  is  legendary. 

As  if  the  legend  were  not  long  enough,  on  Dec.  7  it  will  grow.  That  day,  he  will  become 
Southern  Miss'  first  player  inducted  into  the  College  Football  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  first  punter 
in  history  to  be  bestowed  with  the  honor.  Currently,  former  head  coach  Thad  "Pie"  Vann  is 
Southern  Miss'  lone  representative  in  the  College  Football  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  legend  and/or  reality  of  Ray  Guy's  Hall  of  Fame  career  at  Southern  Miss  began  in  1969, 
when  he  found  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  to  be  strikingly  similar  to  his  hometown  in  Georgia. 

"I  felt  at  ease  when  I  came  for  my  weekend  visit,"  Guy  said.  "I  was  introduced  to  friendly  peo- 
ple at  the  athletic  department  and  in  town.  When  I  visited  the  University  of  Georgia,  I  didn't  get 
the  same  feeling." 

That  warm  feeling  stayed  with  Guy  throughout  his  career,  and  he  attributes  his  success  on  the 
football  field  and  the  baseball  diamond  to  that  comfort  level. 

"At  the  time,  Southern  Miss  was  a  different  place  than  it  is  today.  It  had  about  7,000  students, 
and  everyone  knew  one  another.  I  received  a  good  education,  and  it  was  a  good  fit  for  me.  1  tell 
kids  at  my  kicking  camp  each  year  to  go  where  they  feel  comfortable.  It's  not  always  the  really  big 
schools  that  are  the  best  fit. 

"It  was  a  great  experience,"  added  Guy,  who  still  resides  in  Georgia,  where  he  works  with  a 
wood-treating  company  "I  loved  (Southern  Miss);  I  still  do.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  move  anywhere,  I  would  want  it  to  be  back  to  Hattiesburg." 

While  he  would  go  on  to  be  a  first-round  pick  by  the  Oakland  Raiders  -  Guy  also  was  the  first 
pure  punter  to  accomplish  that  feat  -  he  passed  up  numerous  chances  to  begin  a  professional 
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baseball  career  as  a  draft  pick  in  that  sport, 
including  one  prior  to  his  enrollment  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Guy  suggests  he's  never  given  the  decision 
to  become  a  Golden  Eagle  a  second  thought. 

"I  had  already  signed  a  scholarship  to  play 
football  at  Southern  Miss,  and  where  I  grev^ 
up,  when  you  gave  someone  your  word  that 
you  were  going  to  do  something,  you  went 
ahead  and  finished  it,"  he  said. 

For  that  matter,  Guy  suggests  he  has  only 
fleeting  thoughts  about  his  eventual  decision 
to  pursue  a  football  career  rather  than  one  in 
baseball. 

"I  never  dwelled  on  what  would  have  hap- 
pened," Guy  said.  "Of  course  there  is  always  that 
question,  but  I  think  I  made  the  right  decision." 

In  addition  to  winning  the  national  punting 
title  in  1972,  Guy's  playing  career  contained 
numerous  highlights.  Under  the  leadership  of 


Coach  PW  Underwood,  Guy  and  the  Golden 
Eagles  defeated  Ole  Miss  in  Oxford  in  1970, 
Archie  Manning's  senior  season,  and  won  the 
last  five  games  of  1971  to  finish  with  a  win- 
ning mark  that  year.  Both  seasons,  Guy  was  an 
instrumental  part  of  Southern  Miss'  success. 
Whether  roaming  the  secondary  or  using  his 
powerful  right  leg  on  special  teams,  Guy  was  a 
unique  weapon  for  the  Golden  Eagles. 

Following  his  Southern  Miss  career,  Guy 
went  on  to  play  professionally  with  the 
Oakland  Raiders,  where  he  established  himself 
as  the  best  punter  of  all  time.  Guy  modestly 
suggests,  however,  individual  success  was 
never  his  goal.  At  first,  he  says,  it  was  impor- 
tant for  him  to  fit  in  with  his  teammates. 

"Being  a  punter  selected  in  the  first  round,  I 
wasn't  sure  what  the  other  guys  were  going  to 
think,"  he  said.  "I  became  actively  involved  in 
practice.    I   worked   in 
skeleton  drills  and  knew 
i^.         the  game  plans.  Then,  I 
would  stay  after  practice 
for  extra  work.  I  think  a 
lot  of  the  players  respect- 
ed that." 

And,  admittedly,  it 
took  a  while  for  the  for- 
mer defensive  back  to 
setde  into  his  role. 


CAREER  HIGHLIGHTS 

•  NATIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL  HALL  OF  FAME 

•  UNANIMOUS  ALL-AMERICAN  AS  A 
SOUTHERN  MISS  SENIOR  (1972) 

•  LED  THE  NATION  IN  PUNTING, 
AVERAGBSG  46.2  YARDS  PER  PUNT  IN  1972 

•  FIRST  SOUTHERN  MISS  PLAYER  TO  HAVE 
HIS  JERSEY  RETIRED 

•  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  HALL  OF  FAME 

•  MEMBER  3  SUPER  BOWL  TEAMS 

•  FIRST  ROUND  DRAFF  PICK  - 
OAKLAND  RAIDERS  (1973) 

•  75TH  ANNIVERSARY 
ALLTEME  TEAM  (NFL) 

•  SEVEN-TIME  PRO  BOWL  SELECTION 

•SUPER  BOWL  SILVER 
ANNIVERSARY  TEAM 

•  NFL  ALL-CENTURY  TEAM 


"The  hrst  two  )'ears  were  rough.  Coming 
out  of  college  I  knew  I  was  there  to  punt  the 
football,  but  1  wanted  to  play,"  Guy  said.  "I 
was  there  for  one  thing  and  one  thing  onh: 
I  wanted  to  play,  but  that  wasn't  my  job.  I 
was  there  to  punt." 
And  punt  he  did. 

He  had  an  all-pro  career,  pla\1ng  14  sea- 
sons in  the  NFL,  leading  the  league  in  punt- 
ing three  times.  He  has  been  honored  as  a 
member  of  the  75th  Anni\-ersan'  All-Time 
Team,  the  Super  Bowl  Silver  Annivers.ir\" 
Team  and  the  NFL  All-Ccntuiy  Team,  as  well 
as  three  Super  Bowl  teams. 

When  talking  about  his  list  of  accomplish- 
ments—the NCAiA's  punting  honor,  not  sur- 
prisingly, is  named  the  Ray  Guy  Award— o\en 
the  legend  catches  himself  in  awe  at  limes. 

"When  \-ou"re  talking  all-time  in  amthing. 
you're  talking  about  some  of  the  legends." 
Guy  said.  "You're  pan  of  an  elite  ga">up.  When 
1  look  at  the  names,  I'm  so  happy  to  be  pan  of 
those  groups.  \\'hai  else  can  \ou  ask  for  out  of 
a  career?" 


F.A.LL 
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THE  COLLEGE  OF  ARTS  AND  LETTERS: 
ENRICHING  LIVES  THROUGH  DIVERSITY 


Southern  Miss  Alum  Still  'Making  the  Grade'  as 
Professional  Artist 

by  David  Tisdale 

Donna  Aldridge  stared  m  disbelief  as  art  professor  Dr.  Jim  Meade 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  showed  her  midway 
through  the  fall  semester  of  1987  the  grade  she  was  making  in  his 
painting  class. 

"D." 

"I  was  humiliated  and 
shocked,"  Aldridge  said.  "I  was 
really  embarrassed." 

Pnor  to  attending  Southern 
Miss,    Aldridge    had    breezed 

I^^^^HjHj^^^^^^^  ^ '  through  her  art  classes  in  ele- 
^^^^^^^^^^^n|^^  mentary  and  high  school,  never 
_  ^^^^^^^^^^Hf^^  making  below  an  "A."  Her  art- 
I  ^k  ^^I^^^^^^K^  work  won  awards,  and  she  was 
\,jHf^      ^jr^^Wl^^^B    the  obvious  choice  when  elected 

president  of  the  Hattiesburg  High 
School  Art  Club.  She  had 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  art  lessons 
as  a  child,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  her  parents. 

Then,  in  Meade's  class,  she 
was  faced  with  a  choice.  "He  (Meade)  said  'I  know  you're  better 
than  this.'" 

Up  to  that  point,  Aldridge  said,  she  thought  her  performance  was, 
at  the  very  least,  up  to  par  with  what  was  expected  in  college. 
"Everything  had  been  so  great  before,  but  at  the  time  I  just  didn't  real- 
ize that  I  hadn't  really  gotten  serious  about  my  work,"  she  said.  "I  just 
thought,  'Geesh,  I've  really  got  to  figure  out  what  to  do.'  I  began  to  real- 
ize that  1  just  wasn't  focused.  I  just  made  the  decision  to  get  serious 
about  it  and  take  a  long  look  at  myself  and  figure  out  how  I  was  going 
to  change." 

Aldridge  rededicated  herself  to  her  craft,  and  today  is  a  successful 
graphic  designer  with  David  Carter  Design  in  Dallas.  And  she's  still 
making  the  grade,  so  to  speak.  This  past  February,  her  advertising 
design  project  for  one  of  David  Carter's  clients,  Lajitas,  The  Ultimate 
Hideout~a  resort  m  the  Big  Bend,  Texas,  area-took  one  of  the  top 
awards  at  the  Hospitality  Sales  and  Marketing  Association 
International's  awards  ceremony  m  New  York  City 

In  stark  contrast  to  her  "D"  in  Meade's  class,  the  award  she  received 
at  the  HSMAI  ceremony  -  the  Adrian  Award  -  is,  appropriately,  in  the 
shape  of  the  letter  "A." 


Donna  Aldridge 


Judged  among  approximately  1 ,500  entries  from  around  the  world, 
her  project,  which  included  a  brochure,  sales  kit  and  collateral  materi- 
als, also  received  two  gold  awards  and  one  silver  at  the  ceremony  The 
HSMAI  competition  is  the  largest  travel-related  design  competition  of 
Its  kind  in  the  world. 

Meade  isn't  surprised  at  Aldridge's  success.  "Our  job,  as  faculty,  is  to 
get  them  to  reach  the  next  level,  from  amateur  to  professional,"  he  said. 
"Sometimes,  you  have  a  moment  of  truth,  like  she  did,  to  decide 
whether  to  reach  that  next  level.  I  believed  at  the  time  that  she  had  the 
potential,  and  obviously  she  did." 

Even  as  a  professional,  Aldridge  still  enjoys  art  as  an  expression  of 
herself,  blending  her  passion  with  the  needs  of  her  clients.  "It's  fun, 
continuous  fun,"  said  Aldridge,  who  joined  Carter's  firm  m  2000. 
"What  I  enjoy  about  it  is  trying  to  come  up  with  a  successful  solution, 
graphically,  to  a  problem;  that  is,  how  can  I,  through  color,  typography, 
visuals  -  all  those  elements  -  create  something  that  communicates  the 
essence  of  my  client,  what  they  are  and  what  they  want  to  portray.  It's 
also  very  satisfying  to  be  able  to  design  something  that  makes  a  client 
happy  and  then  gets  them  recognition." 

Though  she's  thrilled  with  her  award  and  the  «fttention  it  has  brought 
to  her  employer,  any  personal  gain  comes  second  to  the  customer's 
needs.  "It's  only  a  success  if  it's  a  success  for  the  client,"  she  said. 

Not  surprisingly,  her  boss  is  equally  thrilled  and  considers  it  a  suc- 
cess, not  only  with  Aldndge's  award,  but  also  to  have  her  on  his  team. 
"I  like  working  with  her,  and  I  know  everyone  else  in  the  studio 
agrees,"  Carter  said.  "She  is  one  of  the  most  creative  designers  I've 
worked  with.  Lajitas,  the  Ultimate  Hideout—the  project  she  has  won 
numerous  awards  for— is  just  one  example  of  her  creativity  Even 
though  Lajitas  is  fresh  in  many  minds,  she  easily  moves  on  to  the  next 
project  wdthout  missing  a  beat." 

Aldridge  is  also  working  on  a  packaging  project  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand,  for  a  newly  created  international  spa  company  called  "CHI." 

Carter  plans  on  keeping  his  award-winning  employee  busy  "In  order 
to  keep  her  from  any  normal  family  and  friends  contact,  we  also  asked 
her  to  design  a  16-page  brochure  for  a  newly  opened  hotel  and  spa  on 
San  Antonio's  Riverwalk,"  Carter  said. 

Aldridge's  success  is  proof  that  a  person  can  make  a  career  out  of 
something  they  enjoy  doing,  said  Dr.  Vicki  Bodenhammer,  director  of 
the  Mississippi  School  of  the  Arts  in  Brookhaven  and  one  of  Aldridge's 
former  art  teachers  at  Hattiesburg  High. 

""When  I  think  of  Donna,  I  remember  a  dedicated  student  who  was 
not  afraid  to  follow  her  dream  of  becoming  an  artist,  especially  in  a  time 
when  seeking  a  career  in  the  arts  was  not  necessarily  considered  a 
viable  option  for  gainful  employment,"  Bodenhammer  said.  "I  would 
be  delighted  to  hang  one  of  her  works  here  in  our  permanent  collec- 
tion (at  the  Mississippi  School  of  the  Arts)  as  an  example  of  quality 
Mississippi  artists." 
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•  Faculty  and  students  of  the  Department  of 
Anthropology  and  Sociology  collaborated  with 
the  residents  of  the  Mobile-Bouie  Street  district 
in  a  project  to  document  their  rich  history. 

•  Aerospace  Studies  (AFROTC)  has  made  "cross- 
town"  agreements  with  Pearl  River  Community 
College  and  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  to  offer  students  access  to  AFROTC 
classes  at  Southern  Miss. 

•  More  books  by  Department  of  English  gradu- 
ates are  coming,  including  second  novels  from 
James  Whorton,  Jr.,  and  Steven  Carter,  a  third 
book  from  Victoria  Lancelotta,  a  new  (2004)  sus- 
pense/crime thriller  "Pistol  Poets"  by  Victor 
Gishler  and  new  books  from  graduates  Marcy 
Dermansky,  WT.  Pfefferle,  James  Kimbrell  and 
David  Breeden. 

•  At  the  invitation  of  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Languages  and  Literature,  Rene-Serge  Marty, 
French  consul  general  and  French  economic  liai- 
son in  Atlanta,  visited  Southern  Miss  and  spoke 
on  U.S. -French  relations  and  the  60th  anniver- 
sar)'  of  D-Day. 

•  An  episode  of  a  British  television  series  focus- 
ing on  the  Vietnam  War  included  interviews 
with  history  professor.  Dr.  Andrew  Wiest,  an 
expert  in  military  history,  and  John  Young,  a 
Vietnam  veteran  from  Picayune  who  served  two 
and  a  half  tours  of  duty  with  the  9th  Infantry 
Division  in  Vietnam.  It  will  featured  in 
"Vietnam's  Bloody  Secret,"  an  episode  of  the 
Granada  Television  series  "Battlefield 
Detectives,"  scheduled  to  air  on  the  History 
Channel  m  the  fall  2004. 

•  Ten  community  leaders  have  joined  the 
Partners  for  the  Arts  board  of  directors  for  2003- 
2004.  Charles  Brown,  NoUie  Felts,  Kaye 
Chambless,  Peter  Ciurczak,  Michael  Marks, 
Karen  Mannoni,  Tammy  Martin,  Richard  Jones, 
Linda  McMurtrey,  and  Rachel  Shemper- 
Schwartz,  all  of  Hattiesburg,  will  assist  the 
board's  newly  elected  chair,  Meg  Puckett,  and  sit- 
ting board  members  in  supporting  the  arts  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

•  Kelly  Clark-Garner,  a  speech  communication 
alumna,  was  selected  as  Mississippi's  2004 
Speech  Teacher  of  the  Year  by  the  National 
Federation  of  High  School  Activities  Association. 

•  Two  graduates  of  the  Department  of  Speech 
Communication  received  research  awards  in 
2003.  KelU  L.  Fellows,  now  a  doctoral  student  at 
the  University  of  Georgia,  won  the  Bostrom 
Young  Scholars  Award  given  by  the  Southern 
States  Communication  Association,  Dr.  Mark 
Henderson,  assistant  professor  at  Jackson  State 
University,  won  the  best  dissertation  award  given 
annually  jointly  by  the  African  American 
Communication  and  Culture  Section  and  the 
Black  Caucus  Division  of  the  National 
Communication  Association. 


Southern  Miss  Army  ROTC  Graduates  Leading  U.S. 
Efforts  in  Iraq 


Blount 


Hammond 


Miller 


Graduates  of  the  Army  ROTC  program  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  have  "contributed  more  than  perhaps  any  other  civilian  university" 
to  the  senior  Army  leadership  directly  involved  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom, 
according  to  Lt.  Col.  Kevin  Dougherty,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Militar)' 
Science. 

Maj,  Gen.  Buford  Blount  (1971),  Ma).  Gen.  Thomas  Miller  (1973)  and  Brig. 
Gen.  Jeff  Hammond  (1978)  have  all  played  critical  roles  in  the  operation. 

Blount  was  the  commander  of  the  3rd  Infantry  Division  dunng  the  initial 
phases  of  the  operation.  His  division  spearheaded  the  assault  on,  and  capture 
of,  Baghdad. 

Miller  served  as  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Operations  for  the  Multi-National 
Force  in  Iraq.  As  such,  he  was  responsible  lor  all  aspects  of  the  training,  oper- 
ations, and  plans,  not  only  for  the  United  States,  but  for  all  coalition  forces  m 
Iraq. 

Hammond  is  currently  serving  m  Iraq  as  the  assistant  dmsion  commander 
(support)  for  the  1st  Cavalry  Division.  In  this  capacity,  he  is  responsible  for 
maintenance,  administration,  civil-military,  intelligence  and  other  support  activ- 
ities for  the  17,000-soldier  division. 

"These  three  great  leaders  are  joined  by  hundreds  of  other  Golden  Eagles  ser\'- 
mg  in  the  Global  War  on  Terrorism,"  Dougherty  said.  "Yet  the  uniqueness  of 
three  such  high-ranking  officers  all  being  graduates  of  the  same  universit}-  clear- 
ly sets  Southern  Miss  apart  as  leading  the  way  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  We 
wish  them  well  and  thank  them  for  their  outstanding  service  to  our  countrv:" 

College  of  Arts  and  Letters  Forms  Advisory  Board 

The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  has  recently  organized  a 
volunteer  advisory  board,  comprised  of  graduates  of  the  var- 
ious 14  departments  and  schools  under  its  umbrella.  The 
hrst  meeting  of  the  advisoiy  board  was  held  Oct.  28-30  on 
campus.  Dr.  Elliott  Pood,  dean  of  the  college,  formed  the 
board,  with  the  assistance  ol  Kristy  Gould,  development  oili- 
cer  for  the  college,  to  "realize  the  best  wav'  to  reconnect  with 
Southern  Miss  Alumni. " 
According  to  Gould,  some  of  the  ob)ectives  of  the  board 
will  be  to  function  as  ambassadors  to  promote  the  colleges  successes;  foster 
collaboration  among  the  departments  of  the  college;  share  personal  industrv" 
perspectives  and  experiences;  assist  m  aligning  educational  curriculum  and 
opportunities  (research,  co-op,  etc.);  to  provide  feedback  to  college  issues;  and 
cultivate  alumni  and  triends  to  support  the  college. 

Inaugural  members  include: 


Pood 


Denise  Berger  (B.EA.,  1984^ 
RonDay  (B.S.,  1972) 
Cynthia  Day  (B.A.,  1974^ 
Jeff  Ginther 

Gary  Grubbs  (,B.S.,  1972) 
Margaret  Loesch  (B.A,,  1968) 
Mart  Martin  (B,S.,  1978) 


JoAnne  Norton  I.B.S,  1971) 
Les  Potter  iB.A..  1970^ 
Elizabeth  Bachmann  (B.S,.  1971) 
Hank  Price  (.B.S,,  1973) 
Clymer  Wright  (,B,S.) 
Charles  Thomas,  Jr  (.B.A."* 
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Southern  Miss  Handbells  Ring  Around  the  World 


The  Carillon  Handbell  Choir  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  is  a  "one  of  a  kind  experience  for  a  state  university," 
according  to  Dr  Larry  Smith,  founder  of  the  ensemble  in  the  School 
of  Music  and  professor  of  music.  He  further  affirmed  that  Southern 
Miss  is  one  of  only  two  touring  handbell  choirs  in  the  Southeast. 

Organized  m  1985,  Carillon  has  developed  a  regional,  national 
and  international  reputation,  and  has  garnered  high  praise  and 
respect  in  the  handbell  world.  The  group  performs  a  wide  range  of 
handbell  literature  including  familiar  church  hymns,  traditional 
classical  arrangements  and  original  compositions  for  handbells. 

"When  I  came  to  Southern  Miss,  I  was  aware  that  a  handbell 
choir  existed  on  campus,"  said  J.  D.  Frizzell,  a  longtime  member  of 
the  choir.  "However,  1  had  no  idea  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  best 
choirs  m  the  country.  Carillon  has  become  an  integral  part  of  my 
college  experience,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  next  two  years  m  the 
group  with  great  anticipation.  Carillon  is  USM's  best  kept  secret." 

For  the  other  13  members  of  the  group,  their  sentiments  about 
the  choir  are  similar  to  Frizzells. 

"In  my  sixth  year  in  Carillon  as  a  masters  student,  1  realized  I 
could  never  get  tired  of  playing  handbells  or  being  a  part  of  an 
ensemble  like  this,"  said  Mary  Thrash,  a  masters  of  choral  music 
education  graduate  from  Collierville,  Tenn.  "1  marveled  at  all  the 
wonderful  travel  and  performance  opportunities  I  shared  with 
Carillon." 

And  travel  is  an  operative  word  for  this  ensemble.  The  group  per- 
forms 20-25  concerts  annually  and  has  performed  20  international 
concerts  in  eight  foreign  countries  and  m  20  states  in  total.  In  June 
2000,  they  performed  in  Europe;  in  May  2001,  in  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia;  and  in  July  2002,  at  national  handbell  event, 
Handbell  Exploration,  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz.;  and  in  May  2003,  at 


Princeton  Universit)' 
for  Its  1958  class 
reunion.  Other  tours 
included  performances 
in  England,  German\; 
Bermuda  and  Japan. 

Most  recently  by 
invitation.  Carillon  per- 
formed as  part  of  the 
European  Handbell 
Festival  in  July  2004  m 
Gouda,  Netherlands, 
and  Trier,  Germany 
They  played  a  solo  con- 
cert to  a  full  house  at  St. 
Laurentius  Church  in 
Saarburg,  Germany. 
After  several  encores, 
the  nngers  had  to  final- 
ly leave  the  stage  to  end 
the  concert. 

And,  like  all  of  their  tours.  Smith  and  the  students  raised  their  own 
travel  funds. 

The  ensemble,  going  into  its  20th  year  in  2004-05,  will  hold  its 
hrst  reunion  April  22-23,  2005.  The  reunion  will  coincide  with  its 
spring  concert  April  23,  2005.  All  former  Carillon  members  are 
encouraged  to  contact  Smith  at  ldsmith209@comcast.net  or  call 
(601)  266-5826  for  more  information. 

Carillon  has  its  sights  set  on  attending  the  2005  European 
Handbell  Festival  July  5-14.  Smith  has  coordinated  with  Witte 
Travel  and  Tours  to  allow  former  members  and  the  community-at- 
large  to  join  the  choir  for  this  trip.  A  brochure  may  be  viewed  at  the 
travel  company's  Web  site  at  www.wittetravel.com. 


The  Carillon  Handbell  Choir  perfoimed  as  part  of  the 
European  Haindbell  Festival  in  July  2004  in  Gouda, 
Netherlands,  and  Trier,  Germany.  Above,  the  choir  is  pic- 
tured at  the  2004  European  Handbell  Festival  in  Trier. 


College  of  Arts  and  Letters 

Points  of  PRIDE 


•  The  Army  ROTC  detachment  at  Southern  Miss  is  the  largest 
ROTC  commissioning  source  in  Mississippi,  averaging  20  commis- 
sions per  year. 

•  The  Department  of  Arts  new  Structural  Steel  Services  3D  Art 
Building  has  been  touted  as  one  of  the  best  sculpture-making  facil- 
ities in  the  southeast. 

•  The  Southern  Miss  Dance  major  program  was  the  first  program 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  offer  the  professional  B.FA.  degree  in 
dance.  It  is  the  only  program  in  the  five-state  region  that  offers  a 
B.EA.  in  dance  education  with  K-12  emphasis. 

•  The  Department  of  English  supplies  more  than  half  of  all  its  sec- 
ondary English  teachers  in  Mississippi. 

•  The  Visiting  Writers  Series,  one  of  the  cornerstones  of  the  creative 
vmting  program  in  the  Center  for  Writers,  was  ranked  among  the 
top  10  percent  of  all  graduate  creative  writing  programs  in  the  U.S. 
News  &  World  Report  survey  of  320  colleges  and  universities. 

•  The  prestigious  Institute  of  International  Education  awarded  the 
Andrew  Heiskell  Award  for  Innovation  in  International  Education, 
honorable  mention,  to  the  Vietnam  Studies  Program  in  2003.  The 
program  was  ranked  second  in  the  United  States  out  of  the  600 
member  universities  and  colleges. 


•  The  School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  offers  the 
states  only  comprehensive  mass  communication  program  that 
provides  the  full  breadth  (print  and  broadcast  journalism,  broad- 
cast production,  photojournalism,  film,  advertising  and  public 
relations)  and  depth  (baccalaureate  to  doctoral  degrees)  of  mass 
communication  education. 

•  The  National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music  has  nationally- 
accredited  the  The  School  of  Music  at  Southern  Miss  for  more  than 
70  consecutive  years.  The  School  is  one  of  the  30  largest  Schools 
of  Music  in  the  country. 

•  The  university's  Symphony  Orchestra  will  begin  its  84th  season 
in  September  2004  and  is  the  oldest  Symphony  Orchestra  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

•  A  donor  recently  established  a  $45,000  scholarship  to  honor 
retired  professor  in  the  Department  of  Political  Science,  Jim 
Robertson.  The  Jim  Robertson  Political  Science  Award  is  to  be 
given  to  an  upperclass-level  or  graduate-level  political  science 
major  demonstrating  exceptional  aptitude  for  study  in  political 
science. 

•  The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  is  the  only  nationally- 
accredited  theatre  and  dance  program  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
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COMPLETE  THIS  FORM  &  RETURN  TO:  Datrek  Professional  Bags,  Inc.  •  835  Bill  Jones  Industrial  Dr.  •  Springfield,  TN  3^172 

CIRCLE  ONE:  VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 

Name  as  it  appears  on  card 

Card  No Exp 

Signature 


GOUDEN  lEAGLES 

BAGS 

Impact 
Golite 
C.S.  Sport 

PRICE       QUANTITY 

$169.95 

$99.95 

$79.95 

*Add  $12.00  freight  for  each  bag  purchased. 
TN  residents  add  9.25%  sales  tax. 


Credit  card  customers  may  fax  their  orders  to  (615)  384-1290. 
Name Class  of 


/MMM 


Mailing  Address. 
City 


.State Zip. 


Phone_ 


Please  call  Datrek  at  1-800-247-9651  for  more  information. 


Living  th 


By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 


Mark  Jones  was  just  20  credit  hours  away  from  getting 
his  degree  in  business  when  it  happened.  A  hfe- 
threatening  aneurysm  was  discovered  in  his  young 
wife's  brain. 

Jones  wanted  his  wife,  Lome,  to  get  the  best  of  care— care  he 
could  not  guarantee  she  would  receive  from  their  modest  health 
insurance  coverage.  Putting  all  thoughts  of  self  aside,  Jones  left  the 
hospital  and  headed  straight  for  the  recruiting  tables  at  nearby 
Cloverleaf  Mall.  The  Ufe -saving  coverage  he  needed  was  just  a  pen 
stroke  away— if  he  enlisted  in  the  military. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  only  an  Army  recruiter  was  there  when 
Jones  arrived.  Telling  the  recruiter  he  wanted  to  sign  up  for  the 
Army,  Jones  promised  he  could  leave  the  next  day  for  training.  He 
passed  the  entry  exam  and  signed  up  as  a  cook  after  learning  that  he 
could  finish  his  college  education  while  serving  in  that  capacity. 
With  the  enticement  of  a  higher  pay  grade,  he  further  agreed  to  be 
a  Ranger,  without  the  slightest  idea  what  was  ahead  of  him. 

And  so  it  was  with  characteristic  speed  and  resolve  that  Jones  did 
what  he  felt  was  needed  to  take  care  of  his  ailing  wife.  The  dreams 
he  had  for  his  life  were  all  gone— just  like  that-but  he  would  have  it 
no  other  way.  Mark  Jones  was  already  demonstrating  the  determi- 
nation, wisdom  and  courage  that  would  enable  him  to  turn  chal- 
lenges into  opportunities.  His  priority  was  the  life  of  his  critically  ill 
wife,  and  he  never  looked  back. 

Military    life    begins 

Lome  survived  her  brush  with  death  and  learned  to  cope  with  a 
lingering  slight  impairment.  She  assumed  the  role  of  a  supportive  wife 
while  Jones  completed  basic  training  as  a  distinguished  graduate. 

His  next  stop  was  cook  school,  where  he  once  again  garnered  the 
honor  of  distinguished  grad.  Upon  graduation,  Jones  surprised  his 
drill  sergeants  and  commanding  officer  by  joining  the  Ranger  unit. 


These  men  told  him  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  minorities,  especial- 
ly African-Americans,  were  few  in  number  among  the  Rangers.  This 
also  motivated  Jones. 

Upon  completion  of  jump  school,  he  graduated  with  the  Guide 
on  Carrier  honor  among  the  900-plus  soldiers  in  his  class.  Next,  he 
was  selected  out  of  the  600  members  of  his  Ranger  unit  to  be  one  of 
the  25  candidates  for  Ranger  school.  Jones  soon  discovered  why  this 
was  the  most  demanding  and  prestigious  school  offered  in  the  U.S. 
Army.  Of  the  967  soldiers  who  entered  Ranger  school  with  Jones, 
only  eight  percent  graduated. 

As  an  airborne  Ranger,  Jones  logged  more  than  3,600  jumps,  a 
feat  that  distinguished  him  among  his  fellow  Rangers.  Even  now  he 
holds  the  distinct  honor  of  being  the  only  Airborne  and  High 
Altitude,  Low  Opening  (HALO)  jump  qualified  cook  in  the  Army.  A 
highlight  of  his  jumping  career  was  parachuting  with  former 
President  George  H.W  Bush  on  his  celebrated  birthday  jump. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Jones'  sense  of  mission  and  dedication  led 
to  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  master  sergeant  in  the  Rangers. 
Ultimately  he  reached  the  top  of  his  miUtary  career  when  he  was 
appointed  senior  aide  to  the  14th  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff,  Gen.  Hugh  Sheldon.  While  serving  in  this  position,  Jones  was 
recommended  for  Sergeant  Major  school.  There,  Jones  made  the 
life-changing  decision  to  accept  an  offer  to  be  a  private  security  con- 
sultant. This  meant  leaving  the  military  just  three  years  short  of 
retirement. 

Spread   the    wealth 

Thus  was  born  Quick  Services  LLC.  Combining  his  expertise  as  a 
Ranger  with  his  sharp  business  acumen,  Jones,  along  with  his 
Ranger  buddy,  Sgt.  Maj.  Mel  Wick,  and  two  other  special  operations 
forces  veterans,  provide  security  consulting  and  other  security  serv- 
ices to  heads  of  state  and  corporations.  Additionally,  Quick  Services 
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is  involved  in  homeland  security  as  well  as  security  in  Iraq,  vv'here  it 
oversees  the  training  of  6,000  Iraqi  security  troops. 

Quick  Services  is  being  considered  for  a  second  contract  to  provide 
for  the  training  of  6,000  additional  Iraqi  soldiers.  If  awarded  to  the 
company,  this  contract  will  allow  Jones  to  hire  more  special  opera- 
tions forces  veterans  and  disabled  veterans  to  assist  with  the  training. 
He  also  plans  to  bring  in  special  operations  forces  soldiers  returning 
from  the  war. 

"Spreading  the  wealth"  is  one  of  Jones'  favorite  phrases,  and  the 
wealth  he  refers  to  goes  beyond  finances.  It  is  the  wealth  of  success. 
He  is  profoundly  grateful  to  be  living  the  dream  and  is  equally  dedi- 
cated to  helping  others  attain  theirs.  He  takes  great  satisfaction  in 
connecting  people  with  ideas  to  the  movers  and  shakers  who  can  help 
make  these  ideas  a  reality  Sometimes  the  results  impact  the  lives  of 
those  directly  involved.  Other  times  the  effects  are  more  far-reaching. 
Such  is  the  case  with  Jones'  latest  mission. 

This  current  innovation  involves  the  promotion  and  large-scale 
manufacture  of  a  biodegradable  plastic-like  substance  that  heals  burns 
and  open  wounds.  Its  inventor  came  to  Jones  seeking  to  mass  produce 
the  invention.  Jones,  after  studying  the  merits  of  the  project,  decided 
to  put  his  efforts  into  making  it  a  reality  He  approached  government 
officials  who  agreed  to  buy  the  material. 

With  the  U.S.  government  as  his  first  customer,  Jones  will  study 
locations  in  Mississippi  for  the  factory  site.  He  is  currently  meeting 
with  Mississippi's  senators  and  representatives  to  plan  the  project. 


Be   true   to   your   school 

Still  registered  as  a  resident  of  Mississippi,  the  Biloxi  native's  ulti- 
mate goal  is  to  help  his  home  state.  In  addition  to  helping  establish 
the  medical  manufacturing  plant,  Jones  also  plans  to  open  a  training 
area  in  Mississippi  for  Quick  Services.  Because  of  these  two  ventures, 
Jones  will  soon  be  able  to  offer  jobs  to  many  people. 

Jones'  loyalty  to  Mississippi  and  his  alma  mater  is  further  evidenced 
by  his  support  of  the  Golden  Eagles  football  team.  An  a\id  fan,  Jones 
watched  from  the  sidelines  as  the  Eagles  played  Nebraska  this  year 
and  later  went  to  the  locker  room  with  the  team. 

Head  football  coach  Jeff  Bower,  who  coached  Jones  as  a  walk-on 
player,  holds  his  former  player  in  high  regard.  "I'm  verv'  proud  of 
him,"  Bower  says.  "As  a  football  player,  he  was  dedicated  and  an 
extremely  hard  worker.  I  never  doubted  that  he  got  the  utmost  out  of 
his  ability  He  had  huge  heart  and  worked  extremely  hard." 

These  sentiments  are  echoed  by  Jones'  former  teammate  and 
Southern  Miss'  coordinator  of  athletic  development  and  community 
relations,  Reggie  Collier.  "Mark  is  the  kind  of  person  you  can  always 
count  on,"  he  says.  "If  he  puts  his  mind  to  doing  something,  he  goes 
at  it  110  percent.  He  is  an  extremely  hard  worker.  Mark  is  evervthing 
you  would  want  as  an  athlete,  as  a  teammate  and  as  a  fnend.  Jones  is 
the  epitome  of  a  role  model.  He  has  a  thirst  for  being  the  best  at  what- 
ever he  does." 

Such  statements,  while  appreciated  by  Jones,  still  catch  him  a  little 
off  guard.  "I'm  overwhelmed,"  he  confesses.  "I  will  ahvavs  look  at 


Mark  Jones  and'  ifli^ skydiving  teamma^  fly 
through  the  friendiyskies  over  Southern  Miss 


myself  as  the  little  black  'Rudy'  on  the  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagles 
team.  I  was  small  but  I  went  out  there  every  day,  like  Rudy  And  every 
day,  I  busted  my  gut  like  Rudy,  but  1  never  got  a  chance  to  really  play" 

And  with  self-effacing  humor  he  adds,  "I  received  more  playing 
time  on  the  field  when  I  skydived  onto  it  than  I  did  all  the  time  I  was 
on  the  team." 

Jones  believes  its  his  upbringing  that  keeps  him  humble  and  cred- 
its his  mother,  Murlene,  for  his  abiUty  to  stay  grounded.  "My  mother 
instilled  that  (in  me),"  he  says.  "My  mother  was  a  drill  sergeant  in  the 
Army,  and  my  father,  Gilbert,  was  a  drill  sergeant  simultaneously  So 
IVe  been  grounded  from  the  beginning.  Those  are  the  traits  I  took 
with  me. 

"When  I  left  Southern  Miss,  I  was  in  top-notch  physical  condition," 
he  continues.  "Southern  Miss  plays  wdth  a  lot  of  heart  and  Rich 


Coachys  and  Coach  Bower  kept  me  physically  fit  and  mentally 
strong.  So  when  I  did  go  to  these  different  schools  in  the  military,  I 
(relied  on)  what  I  did  at  Southern  Miss.  It  helped  me  persevere." 

But  Bower  did  more  than  toughen  Jones  with  exercise  and  prac- 
tices. In  later  years,  when  Jones  came  to  skydive  into  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium,  Bower  taught  Jones  his  most  powerful  lesson. 

"When  I  arrived  there,  I  learned  that  his  daughter  had  been  killed 
in  a  car  accident  the  day  before  and  he  coached  a  game  on  Saturday," 
Jones  says.  "I  learned  (about)  leadership  through  adversity.  After  the 
game,  I  had  to  hurry  back  to  work,  but  he  had  to  bury  his  daughter. 
It  was  incredible.  To  this  day  I  look  at  that  when  things  go  wrong 
with  me;  I  look  at  the  adversity  and  how  he  handled  that.  He  led  the 
team  to  victory  in  that  crisis.  It  was  unbelievable  and  it  affected  me, 
and  it  will  for  the  rest  of  my  life." 
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Pefrin  Purvis 


Bill  Smith 


Alumni  Association  Loses  Pair  of  Past  Presidents 

Two  past  presidents  of  The  University  of  Soutfiern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
passed  away  tliis  fall.  Perrin  Purvis,  who  served  as  Alumni  Association  president  in 
1961-62,  and  Bill  Smith,  who  filled  the  role  from  1997-98,  will  both  be  sincerely 
missed  by  friends,  family  Southern  Miss  and  the  Alumni  Association. 

Purvis,  86,  died  at  his  home  in  Tupelo.  In  addition  to  serving  as  president  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  he  was  inducted  into  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  m  1972.  For  20 
years,  1968-88,  Purvis  served  in  the  Mississippi  Senate,  where  he  not  only  did  out- 
standing work  for  Southern  Miss,  but  he  also  became  known  as  a  strong  advocate  for 
education  on  all  levels.  He  served  on  the  state  board  of  community  and  junior  col- 
leges, and  also  supported  public  school  kindergartens  in  the  Education  Refomr  Act  of 
1982. 

Like  Purvis,  Bill  Smith  was  also  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Association  Hall  of  Fame. 

Smith  continued  his  service  to  the  university  until  his  untimely  death  in  early 
Nox'ember  at  the  age  of  65. 

The  former  CEO  of  American  HealthTech,  Smith  continued  to  give  selflessly  long 
after  his  days  as  a  Southern  Miss  student  had  ceased.  Most  recently,  he  was  serving  on 
the  Business  Advisory  Council  for  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development 

His  dedication  to  the  university  and  the  Alumni  Association  were  evident  in  the  fall 
1997  edition  of  Jlic  Talon,  which  included  a  story  featunng  Smith. 
"I  think  the  Alumni  Association  serves  to  carry  on  the  feelings  that  you  had  while  you  were  m  col- 
lege, both  for  your  university  and  for  your  fellow  classmates,"  Smith  said  at  that  time.  "If  you're  active 
in  the  association,  1  think  it  just  helps  to  continue  those  feelings  that  you  experienced  while  you  were 
in  school.  I  think  its  a  good  product;  it's  an  intangible  product,  but  it's  an  extremely  good  product.  1 
have  gotten  a  lot  more  out  of  G^eing  involved)  than  I  have  put  into  it.  It's  been  a  lot  of  fun." 

Official  Card  Gets  a  New  Look 

■  The  official  Southern  Miss  MBNA  credit  card  has  a  new  look.  The  card 
features  the  new  athletic  mark  and  new  gold  color  unveiled  in  2003. 

The  MBNA  affinity  program  is  very  important  to  the  Alumni 
Association  and  continues  to  be  an  equally  beneficial  partnership. 

To  find  out  more  about  signing  up  for  the  card,  go  to 
vinAnv.SouthernMissAlumni.com  and  cUck  on  the  Southern  Miss  MBNA  card  link 


Golf  Tourney  Raises  $10,000  for  Legacy  Fund 

Wi  The  Shell  Finish  Lme/Southem  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf  Toumament  raised  more  than 
$10,000  in  donations  for  The  University  of  Southem  Mississippi's  Legacy  Fund,  which  will  provide  scholar- 
ships to  the  children  of  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

Southem  Miss  President  Shelby  Thames  was  on  hand  at  Hattiesburg's  Canebrake  Golf  Club  Oct.  22  to 
accept  the  donation  on  the  fund's  behalf. 

"The  sixth  annual  toumament  was  the  most  successful  to  date,"  said  Mark  Boyles,  tournament  director  and 
associate  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "We  had  more  than  125  golfers  participate,  and  we  raised 
$10,000  for  the  Legacy  Fund,  which  our  tournament  benefits.  We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sponsors  and  par- 
ticipants who  made  this  possible." 

The  fund  is  managed  by  the  USM  Foundation. 

The  Drawl 

J  With  a  rapidly  growing  university,  each  student,  faculty  and  alumnus  makes  his  or 

her  mark  m  the  history  of  Southern  Miss.  The  recording  of  these  contributions  help 

bnng  "Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!"  With  the  help  of  dedicated  members  of  the 

"^■,  Southern  Miss  community,  the  Alumni  Association  published  the  second  edition  of 

'**  "'i  The  Diawl,  the  official  handbook  for  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  uni\-ersit\'. 

The  second  edition  includes  updates  in  the  school  spirit,  traditions,  athletics 
A  '"'-  and  prominent  alumni  sections  of  the  handbook.  Generating  enthusiasm  at  ath- 
letic and  other  university  events,  the  Southern  Miss  cheerleaders  and  the  Southern  Misses 
dance  team  were  added  to  the  school  spirit  section.  Recent  traditions,  such  as  Eagle  Landings, 
the  Right  Field  Roost,  the  painting  of  the  "Little  Rock"  and  the  Official  Ring,  were  included  m 
this  edition.  The  Alumni  Association  was  proud  to  add  Maj.  Gen.  Buford  C.  Blount  III,  who  led 
the  3rd  Infantry  Division  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom,  to  the  prominent  alumni  section. 

The  student  handbook  was  called  The  Drawl  from  approximately  1954  to  1978.  It  was  rc\i\cd 
by  the  Alumni  Association  to  ensure  that  the  traditions  and  histor)'  of  Southern  Miss  are  passed 
on  to  all  future  Golden  Eagles.  Every  year,  a  copy  of  The  Drawl  is  distributed  to  each  member  of 
the  freshmen  class.  The  first  edition  was  published  in  2002. 
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New  Life  Members 

Michael  and  Melissa  Poulin 

Henry  and  Nina  Coker 

Drs.  Leslie  &  Sarah  Goff 

Peggy  Hughes  McArthur 

Denny  and  Pam  Britt 

Joe  M.  Clearman 

Doris  Layne  Mahalak 

Maureen  McFaull  Newcomb 

Larry  A.  Albert 

Jack  D.  Parr 

John  and  Gretchen  McDonald 

Tracy  L.  and  Susette  Clark- Walker 

James  and  Mary  Thompson 

Beverly  Mangin  Ellzey' 

Karol  Weeks  Russell 

Richard  David  Halbert 

Paul  and  SA^LANTHA  Wallfi' 

Catherine  L.  Stemnlans 

Steven  and  Vickie  V^oiyekto'x 

Mike  and  Missy  McMullan 

Derrith  Allgood  Bondurant 

Garland  and  Sally  Sullix'an 

George  Donald  Little 

Rob  and  Debbie  Walker 

Hugh  Patrick  Dement,  Jr. 

Thomas  Henry  Christl\nsen 

Billy  and  Marilyn  Thompson 

Leigh  Ward  Breal 

Robert  Milton  Shelton 

Scott  Thonlas  Beax'ers 

Thomas  and  Shelley-  Anderson 

Dr.  Joy  Smith  Mockelnlann 

ViCKi  Jones  Nettermlle 

NANO'  WHITTEN  BOYT-L 

Joe  and  Ton^'a  Tidwell 

Rebecca  Huston  Montgomery 

John  and  Kimberly  Starks 

Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert 

Charles  Phillip  Long 

Scarlett  L.  Stoop 

Melissa  A.  Poy^nter 

Michael  Scott  Thompson 

Jane  Caroly-n  Cockrell 

Jeffery  Dale  KLw 

Kimberly  Kr.apcr\ 

Peter  Lawt^ence  Beck 

Christopher  Ger.ald  Moore 

Nona  Vickers  Creel 

Reginald  and  Yn'onne  Smith 

Robert  and  Eleanor  Ford 

Rose  Mary  Palermo 

Andrew  J.  McLlan 

Stephen  .and  Nena  Carmody 

JlMMIE  .and  ^LARaARET  POLE 

Amy  Alison  Hille 

Robert  Lee  Rarger,  Jr. 

Marcia  M.  Donald 

D.a\td  Lee  Howard 

Gordon  and  Senita  Walker 

Larry  and  Linda  EcL•^■ER 

N.ATALiE  Joy  Allen 

Brent  and  Patti  Cumbest 

Peter  N.  Talluto,  III 

Brenda  Felder  Lambert 

Timothy  X'incent  Coluns 

Timothy  .and  Terri  Irons 

StEY'E  and  DEBOR.AH  MYERS 

TommieJean  Moseley 

Michael  Scott  Plvnkett 

Ellen  Gail  Herbert 

Wytvenla  McGrew 

A.ARON  Jason  Middleeerg 

Rebecca  W'illlams  Landis 

Aurella  \alencla  Smith 

Kenneth  O.  Street 

Jerry  and  Michelle  Ganpy 
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2004  Hall  of  Fame 


From  left.  Dr.  Ronald  A.  Graham,  Dr.  Robert  S.  Boothe,  Abigail  Bourgeois  Rogers,  Dr.  Donald  W.  Benefield,  Rep.  Lee  Jarrell  Davis,  Dr.  Eddie  A.  Holloway  and  Jeffrey  O'Keefe  have 
been  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 


Dr.  Donald  W.  Benefield  '82 

Dr.  Don  Benefield  is  an  active 
member  of  a  dedicated  Southern 
Miss  family  that  donated  its  50- 
foot  boat,  Freedom,  to  the  USM 
Foundation  in  2000  and  is  now 
endowing  a  scholarship  to  honor 
the  memory  of  his  father,  Dr. 
Tom  Benefield,  who  died  in  August. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1982,  Benefield  pursued  his  career  in  eye  care. 
He  graduated  from  Tulane  Medical  School  in 
1986,  interned  at  Ochsner  in  internal  medi- 
cine, and  completed  his  residency  in  ophthal- 
mology at  Tulane  University  A  Gulfport  native, 
he  and  his  wife,  Patricia  '82,  moved  back  to 
Gulfport  to  open  Benefield  Eye  Care,  PC,  a 
total  eye  care  practice  that  provides  cus- 
tomized eye  surgery. 

Presently,  Benefield  is  serving  his  second 
term  as  chief  of  staff  at  Gulport  Outpatient 
Surgery  Center  and  is  on  staff  at  several  other 
hospitals  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

A  life  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Benefield  served  as  the  Harrison 
County  Chapters  president  in  1992,  and  his 
wife,  Patricia,  served  in  2000.  Together  they 
received  the  Outstanding  Service  Award  in 
1996.  Benefield  was  on  the  Associations  inter- 
national board  of  directors  from  1994-1996 
and  1999-2002,  serving  as  president  for  2000- 
2001.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  the 
Founders  Society,  and  the  USM  Foundation 
Honors  Club  President's  Circle. 


Benefield  comes  from  a  family  of  Southern 
Miss  alumni  that  includes  his  father.  Dr.  Tom 
Benefield  '53,  who  was  inducted  into  the  Hall 
of  Fame  in  1989;  brother.  Dr.  Boyd  Benefield 
'78;  sister,  the  Rev  Rachel  Benefield-Pfaff  '85; 
and  mother,  Elinor  Benefield,  a  devoted  Golden 
Eagle  fan.  He  and  Patricia  have  three  children: 
Hannah,  17,  Hayley  15,  and  Hattie,  7. 

Dr.  Robert  S.  Boothe  '58 

A  retired  associate  professor 
and  chair  for  the  Southern  Miss 
Department  of  Management,  Dr. 
Bob  Boothe  has  devoted  his 
career  to  sharing  his  knowledge 
of  business  management  and 
serving  his  country.  After  gradu- 
ating from  Southern  Miss  in  1958,  he  received 
a  master's  degree  in  industrial  engineering 
from  the  University  of  Alabama  in  1966  and  a 
doctorate  in  business  administration  from 
Florida  State  University  in  1980.  He  taught 
business  and  management  courses  at  six  uni- 
versities during  his  career  as  a  professor  and 
was  named  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  Teacher  of  the 
Year  for  1986-1987. 

After  earning  merit  as  a  distinguished  mili- 
tary graduate  from  the  U.S.  Army  Reserve 
Officers  Training  Corps,  Boothe  was  commis- 
sioned in  1958  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
U.S.  Army  He  served  as  a  field  artillery  officer 
until  1978,  and  his  tours  of  duty  included 
Germany  and  Vietnam.  From  1967-1978, 
Boothe  served  as  an  operations  research  ana- 
lyst for  the  Department  of  Defense. 


Currently,  Boothe  is  the  president  of  TABS 
Managerial  Consultants  and  is  a  member  of  B 
Company  Consultants.  A  private  consultant, 
he  specializes  in  management  training  for 
more  than  20  companies.  Boothe's  works  are 
published  in  numerous  referenced  journals, 
professional  reports,  proceedings  and  papers, 
and  he  reviews  journals  and  books  for  numer- 
ous publishing  companies. 

In  addition  to  his  life  membership  vidth  the 
Alumni  Association,  Boothe  is  involved  with 
many  professional  and  honorary  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Academy  of  Management, 
Alpha  Pi  Mu,  Beta  Gamma  Sigma,  the  Decision 
Sciences  Institute,  Delta  Sigma  Pi,  Kappa  Mu 
Epsilon,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  Phi  Eta  Sigma, 
Sigma  Iota  Epsilon  and  Who's  Who  in 
American  Colleges  and  Universities. 

Boothe  attended  Southern  Miss  (then 
Mississippi  Southern  College)  on  a  basketball 
scholarship  and  was  the  first  male  in  his  fami- 
ly to  graduate  from  college.  During  his  last 
years  of  work  at  Southern  Miss,  he  also  served 
as  the  faculty  athletics  representative.  Boothe 
and  his  wife,  Sandra,  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 
They  have  three  children  —  Tommy,  Barbara 
and  Mary  —  and  four  grandchildren. 

Rep.  Lee  Jarrell  Davis  '68 

Mississippi  state  Rep.  Lee 
I  Jarrell  Davis  is  devoted  to  serv- 
ing his  community,  state  and 
country,  and  his  loyalty  can  be 
traced  back  to  his  time  at 
Southern  Miss.  Davis'  academic 
career  was  interrupted  in  1962 
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when  he  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He 
served  four  years  in  Japan  and  Taiwan  in  the 
Air  Force  Security  Service  and  was  able  to 
resume  his  formal  education  in  1966. 

After  receiving  his  bachelors  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  with  an  emphasis  in  per- 
sonnel management  in  1968,  Davis  began  his 
professional  career  with  Jasper  Ewing  and  Sons 
in  Jackson.  He  served  as  a  sales  representative 
for  12  years.  In  1980,  he  and  his  wife,  Judy, 
opened  their  own  business  in  Hattiesburg,  J&L 
Sales,  an  advertising  specialty  company,  which 
they  still  operate  today 

Davis  was  elected  to  the  Mississippi  House 
of  Representatives  in  1991  and  has  served  m 
this  position  for  13  consecutive  years.  He  sits 
on  many  committees  for  the  Mississippi  House 
and  is  chairman  of  the  Investigation  of  State 
Offices  Committee. 

An  active  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Davis  received  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award  in  1976.  He  was  president  of 
the  Alumni  Associations  Forrest  County 
Chapter  for  1977-1978. 

Davis,  a  native  of  Seminary,  is  a  member  of 
Heritage  United  Methodist  Church.  He  and  his 
wife,  Judy,  have  two  daughters  —  Traci  '93  and 
Kim  '97  —  and  they  all  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 

Dr.  Ronald  A.  Graham  '65,  72 

when  Dr.  Ron  Graham 
received  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
1965,  he  graduated,  with  honors, 
first  in  his  college.  His  profession- 
al career  path  was  equally  as  suc- 
cessful as  he  is  an  orthopedic  sur- 
geon based  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 
Graham  applied  his  leadership  abilities  to 
one  of  his  earlier  professions  as  president  of 
Graham  Supply  Company  Inc.  and  as  director 
of  Southeastern  Distributors  Inc.,  a  multimil- 
Uon  dollar  distributor  of  automotive  and 
industrial  parts.  In  1985,  Graham  began  prac- 
ticing orthopedic  surgery  in  Tupelo,  and  later 
in  Greenville  and  Gulfport,  where  he  remains 
today.  His  current  practice  is  at  Orange  Grove 
Bone  and  Joint  Clinic,  with  staff  privileges  at 
clinics  and  hospitals  across  the  Gulf  Coast.  He 
is  also  licensed  in  Georgia. 

Graham  continued  his  formal  education  at 
Southern  Miss  by  completing  a  master's 
degree  in  economics.  He  later  received  a  doc- 
torate of  medicine  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  School  and  completed 
his  orthopedic  residency  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center.  Graham  extend- 
ed his  studies  overseas.  He  completed  a  trau- 
ma fellowship  at  the  University  of  Ulm  in 
"West  Germany  in  1983. 

His  loyalty  to  Southern  Miss  is  evident 
through    his    involvement    in    the    USM 
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Foundation  and  the  Alumni  Association.  A 
life  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  he 
has  served  both  the  Association  and 
Foundation  as  chairman  of  their  respective 
investment  committees. 

Graham  and  his  wife,  Charlotte,  reside  m 
Bay  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  Eddie  A.  Holloway  74, 75,  '82,  '98 

Dr.  Eddie  A.  Holloway's  com- 
mitment to  a  student's  successful 
personal  and  professional  devel- 
opment is  evident  by  his  25  years 
of  service  to  higher  education  and 
student  affairs.  He  believes  in  cre- 
ating a  community  of  scholars 
who  are  equipped  with  big  hearts  and  want  to 
serve  others.  A  life  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Holloway  personifies  this  role  in 
his  position  as  dean  of  students  and  assistant 
professor  of  psychology  at  Southern  Miss. 

Holloway's  service  to  college  students 
began  when  he  was  a  student  himself,  serving 
as  a  resident  hall  manager  and  assistant  for 
the  Department  of  Residence  Life.  Prior  to 
becoming  dean,  he  served  in  many  roles  that 
required  leadership  and  service,  such  as  his 
position  as  counselor  for  the  Forrest  County 
Youth  Court,  "William  Carey  College,  Pine 
Belt  Mental  Health  Services  and  University 
Counseling  Center. 

Holloway  served  his  community  as  a 
Hattiesburg  city  councilman  for  16  years,  12 
of  which  he  was  president  or  vice  president  of 
the  council.  He  was  also  selected  as  a  chair- 
man for  the  Leadership  Training  Council 
Board  of  the  National  League  of  Cities,  and 
served  on  the  NLC  Transportation 
Infrastructure  and  Service  Committee. 

Holloway  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  reside  in 
Hattiesburg  and  have  two  children. 

Jeffrey  H.  O'Keefe  '81 

The  10th  of  13  children, 
[Jeffrey  O'Keefe  has  made 
Southern  Miss  an  integral  part  of 
his  family  O'Keefe  and  his  fami- 
ly have  supported  the  unu'ersity 
for  man)'  years  through  the 
USM  Foundation,  funding 
scholarships  annually  at  the  Hattiesburg  and 
Gulf  Coast  campuses. 

Before  entering  Southern  Miss,  O'Keefe 
attended  Jackson  County  and  Jefferson  Davis 
junior  colleges  while  working  as  a  trainee  at 
the  family  funeral  business.  He  continued  to 
enrich  his  business  career  when  he  entered 
Southern  Miss  in  1978.  Dunng  this  time,  he 
was  active  with  the  Business  Student  Ad\1son- 
Council  and  trained  with  Hulett-Winstead 
Funeral  Home.  He  earned  his  bachelor's  degree 


m  business  administration  in  1981. 

In  1983,  O'Keefe  returned  to  his  family 
business,  Bradford-O'Keefe  Funeral  Homes 
Inc.,  and  now  serves  as  the  CEO  and  presi- 
dent. A  native  of  Biloxi,  O'Keefe  actively 
recruits  students  on  the  Gulf  Coast  for 
Southern  Miss.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  is  serving  his  second 
term  on  the  USM  Foundation  board  of  direc- 
tors, where  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Investment  Committee.  In  addition  to  his 
work  with  Southern  Miss,  he  serves  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  The  People's  Bank  in 
Biloxi,  the  advisory  board  for  the  O'Keefe 
Foundation,  the  Knight  Donor  Advised 
Committee  for  the  Gulf  Coast  Communit}'  and 
the  board  of  directors  of  Biloxi  Regional 
Medical  Center,  among  other  state  and  profes- 
sional organizations. 

O'Keefe  and  his  wife,  Georgia  "LvTin,"  reside 
in  Biloxi.  They  have  three  children:  Jacob, 
Jordan  and  Jeffrey  Jr.,  who  is  a  sophomore  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Abigail  Bourgeois  Rogers  '66,  '82 

Abigail  Bourgeois  Rogers 
provides  an  invaluable  service 
to  mentally  challenged  children 
and  adults.  The  Abbie  Rogers 
Scholarship  was  established  in 
the  Department  of  Special 
Education  at  Southern  Nliss  in 
1982  to  ensure  that  this  service  continues. 

Rogers  completed  her  bachelor's  and  mas- 
ter's degrees  in  special  education  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1966  and  1992.  She  dedi- 
cated her  professional  career  to  educating 
and  encouraging  people  with  special  needs. 
Her  service  began  when  she  worked  for  the 
Mississippi  Trainable  Mentally  Retarded  Pilot 
Program.  Upon  receiving  her  bachelor's 
degree,  she  was  employed  bv-  the  Hattiesburg 
Public  School  System.  Harvard  University 
called  upon  Rogers  to  work  for  its  Medical 
Clinic  on  Mental  Retardation  in  1981.  She 
also  traveled  to  Evanston,  III,  to  work  for  the 
Toy  Librarv'  for  Children  with  Special  Needs 
at  Kendall  College.  Rogers,  now  a  retired 
teacher,  assists  the  Right  to  Succeed  Board 
for  Adults  with  Mental  Retardation  and 
serves  as  the  director  ot  the  Abbie  Rogers 
Civitan  Camp,  sponsored  by  the  Hattiesburg 
Civitan  Club.  The  camp,  which  she  iounded 
44  v'ears  ago,  serves  mentally  challenged 
children  and  adults.  Rogers  is  also  an  active 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  having 
maintained  her  annual  membership  for  more 
than  35  consecutive  years. 

Rogers,  a  Bay  St.  Louis  native,  currently 
resides  with  her  husband.  Louis,  in 
Hattiesburg.  They  have  two  daughters,  four 
grandchildren  and  six  i^reat-grandchildren. 
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2004  Award  Winners 


OUTSTANDING  SERVICE 

Mitch  Brent  '84 

while  serving  as  president 
J  ^     '^'^   ^^    Hattiesburg    Metro 

I  'J     Alumni  Chapter,  Mitch  Brent 

was    instrumental    in    the 
establishment  of  Eagle  Fan 
i  *^     I  Fare.    Brent  is  a  member  of 

^k  ^^^M  both  the  Eagle  Club  and 
^^__g;_^H  Dugout  Club,  and  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Southern  Miss  Dugout 
Club's  drawdown  to  be  held  this  spring. 

A  devoted  alumnus.  Brent  has  chaired 
annual  Sigma  Chi  golf  tournaments,  which 
have  raised  more  than  $40,000  for  the  hrst 
endowed  scholarship  by  a  Southern  Miss  fra- 
ternity, the  Stephen  E  Flatten  Sigma  Chi 
Scholarship. 

A  charter  member  of  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity, 
Brent  has  lived  in  Hattiesburg  for  22  years, 
becoming  an  agent  for  Shelter  Insurance  in 
1990. 

Kim  Gallaspy  '92,  '94 

Kim  Gallaspys  outstand- 
ing service  to  the  Southern 
Miss  community  is  evident 
m  her  role  as  president  of 
the  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Associations 
Board  of  Directors  from 
2002  to  2004,  serving  on  the  Event  and 
Publications  committees  and  has  participat- 
ed in  the  Golden  Eagle  Advocacy  Network. 

Gallaspy  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1992  with  a  degree  in  political  science  and 
later  earned  her  masters  degree  in  public 
relations  m  1994.  Presently,  she  is  the  editor 
of  Voinic  Innovation  magazine,  a  publication 
of  the  Mississippi  Technology  Alliance  and 
previously  served  as  the  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Republican  Party. 

Karl  Langenbach  '59 

A  lifetime  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Karl 
Langenbach  is  nearly  as  active 
on  campus  today  as  he  was 
during  his  time  as  a  marketing 
student  in  the  1950s. 
Langenbach  is  active  in  the 
Eagle  Club  and  other  adiletic 
program  support  groups,  is  a 
season  ticket  holder  for  all  Golden  Eagle  sports, 
and  attends  a  number  of  special  events  associat- 
ed with  the  arts. 


Retired  since  1997,  Langenbach  was  com- 
missioned an  Ensign  in  the  U.S.  Navy  fol- 
lowing his  1959  graduation  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  where  he 
was  member  of  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity 
After  10  years  of  active  service  in  the  U.S. 
Navy,  Langenbach  transferred  to  the  Naval 
Reserve  and  started  working  for  Ryder 
Systems.  In  1979,  he  began  working  for  the 
U.S.  Treasury  Department,  continuing  with 
the  government  entity  until  his  retirement  18 
years  later  In  1987,  he  retired  from  the 
Naval  Reserve  with  the  rank  of  Captain. 

Morgan  McCarty  '90 

From  outstanding  student 
to  alumnus,  Morgan 
McCartys  commitment  to 
Southern  Miss  never  tires. 
Upon  completing  his  bache- 
lor's degree  m  banking  and 
finance,  McCarty  was  select- 
ed to  the  Student  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1990.  A  dedicated 
alumnus,  he  served  three  years  on  the 
Alumni  Association's  Finance  Committee, 
one  of  which  he  served  as  chair  He  is  a  Ufe- 
time  member  of  the  Association  and  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 

McCarty  is  an  executive  officer  with 
Regions  Mortgage  and  manages  the  Regions 
mortgage  servicing  and  portfolio  administra- 
tion center  in  Hattiesburg. 

Ira  Middleberg  '70 

A  lifetime  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Ira 
Middleberg  is  an  active  and 
involved  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  community. 
A  past  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation,  Middleberg 
serves  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  was  member 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Commission  on  the  Future  of  the  university 
He  founded  an  endowed  scholarship  at 
Southern  Miss  and  at  Riverside  Military 
Academy  in  Gainesville,  Ga. 

After  earning  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
1970,  Middleberg  completed  his  juris  doc- 
torate at  Loyola  University  Law  School  in 
New  Orleans,  La.,  in  1973.  He  is  admitted  to 
practice  law  in  Louisiana,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  U.S.  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals    and    the    U.S.    Supreme    Court. 


Middleberg  is  a  senior  partner  in  the  law  firm 
of  Middleberg,  Riddle  &  Gianna,  estabUshed 
in  1980,  with  offices  in  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  Dallas,  Texas  and  Austin,  Texas. 
He  is  a  former  assistant  city  attorney  for 
the  City  of  New  Orleans  and  he  is  the  judge 
pro  tempore  for  the  Orleans  Parish  Juvenile 
Court  and  the  general  counsel  to  the  New 
Orleans  Aviation  Board.  He  is  also  the  former 
special  counsel  to  the  attorney  general  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  is  the  co-chairman  of 
the  Policy  and  Planning  Subcommittee  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  of  Loyola  University, 
School  of  Law. 

Keith  Mooney  '80 

Keith  Mooney  was  able  to 
show  his  black  and  gold 
pride  in  the  city  of  purple 
and  gold  —  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  While  a  resident  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Mooney  served  as 
alumni  chapter  president 
and  Eagle  Club  director  for 
that  area.  Now  a  resident  of 
West  Point,  Miss.,  he  continues  his  service  as 
the  Eagle  Club  district  director  and  alumni 
chapter  president  for  Golden  Triangle. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1980,  Mooney  worked  for  more  than  16  years 
for  Premier  Bank,  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  many 
capacities.  In  the  position  of  fixed  income 
portfoHo  manager,  he  accomplished  his  most 
prominent  achievement.  PubUcations,  such  as 
USA  Today,  Money  Magazine  and  U.S.  Banker, 
recognized  Mooney  for  having  the  top  bank- 
managed  intermediate  bond  fund  from  1989 
to  1994.  Presently,  Mooney  is  the  senior  vice 
president  and  division  manager  for  the 
Investment  Services  Division  of  National  Bank 
of  Commerce. 


Pete  Walley  '85 

Pete 
shown 


Walley  has  always 
his  Golden  Eagle 
pride.  As  a  student,  he 
became  a  member  of  the 
Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  and 
was  captain  of  the  Southern 
Miss  rugby  team  for  two 
years.  Now  a  dedicated 
alumnus,  he  is  the  vice  pres- 
ident of  the  South  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association,  served 
on  the  "Go  Gold!"  Committee  and  volunteers 
his  time  as  a  coach  for  rugby 
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Once  Walley  received  his  bachelors  degree 
in  geology  in  1985,  the  Southern  Miss  Air 
Force  ROTC  program  commissioned  him 
into  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  served  for  seven 
years  with  the  Air  Force  and  achieved  the 
rank  of  captain.  Currently,  he  serves  m  the 
Air  Force  Reserves  as  unit  commander  for 
MS  Detachment  2-10,  Selective  Service 
System. 

Walley  is  the  company  president  of  Walco 
Oil  Company  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Hattiesburg-Laurel  Subway  local  advertising 
board. 

CONTINUOUS  SERVICE 

Richard  "Dickie"  Dunaway  '69 

A  true  Golden  Eagle  in 
many  ways,  Dickie 
Dunaway  shows  his 
Southern  Miss  pride  as  a  for- 
mer student  and  athlete,  and 
now,  as  a  dedicated  alum- 
nus. A  USM  AU-Time  Letter 
winner  from  1964  to  1966, 
Dunaway  punted  for  the 
football  team.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  the  M- 
Club,  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity  and  ROTC 
Military  Science. 

Since  graduating  in  1969,  Dunaway  stayed 
involved  with  the  university.  He  is  a  Ufe 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  a  mem- 
ber of  Eagle  Club  and  is  an  alumnus  of  the 
M-Club.  Active  with  the  USM  Foundation, 
he  IS  a  member  of  the  Honor  Club,  the 
Founders  Society  and  the  Board  of  Directors. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  m  1992  and  is  a  former  president  of 
the  Alumni  Associations  Gulf  Coast  Chapter. 
Dunaway  is  president  of  Dunaway  Glass 
Inc.,  which  he  founded  in  Gulfport  more 
than  33  years  ago.  He  now  has  stores  along 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

Elijah  Jones  77 

The  inspiring  story  of 
Elijah  Jones'  career  path 
began  after  he  earned  his 
bachelors  degree  in  radio, 
television  and  him  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1977.  A 
consecutive  Dean's  List  hon- 
oree,  Jones  believes  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  the  job  of 
his  dreams  due  to  his  size  and  weight. 

It  was  1979  when  Jones  said  that  he  "hit 
his  brick  wall,"  referring  to  his  weight.  He 
decided  to  begin  a  vigorous  weight  loss  pro- 
gram and  within  18  months,  he  lost  300 
pounds.  At  this  time,  he  became  a  fan  of  the 
1980's   television   program,    "The   Richard 


Simmons  Show,"  which  helped  him  reach 
his  ideal  weight. 

After  writing  and  sharing  his  success  with 
Simmons,  Jones  received  an  invitation  from 
Simmons  and  the  show's  producers  to  visit 
Los  Angeles,  CaUf.,  and  be  a  guest  on  the 
show.  Jones  was  so  impressed  with  Los 
Angeles,  he  decided  to  live  there.  Simmons, 
after  discovering  that  Jones  had  moved  to 
Los  Angeles,  offered  him  a  job  working  for 
the  television  show  and  a  professional  part- 
nership was  born  that  has  endured  to  this 
day.  Since  this  time,  Jones  has  worked  for 
Simmons  in  various  capacities  starting  out  as 
audience  coordinator  for  the  show,  then  as 
editor  of  Simmons'  newsletter,  "Living-It!" 
and  finally,  in  1987,  he  became  Simmons' 
personal  manager. 

A  native  of  Hattiesburg,  Jones  never  forgot 
his  ties  to  Southern  Miss.  He  was  involved 
with  the  USM  Foundation  and  served  on  the 
Alumni  Association's  Board  of  Directors.  He 
participated  in  establishing  the  Clyde 
Kennard  Scholarship  Fund  and  served  on  the 
Blue  Ribbon  Commission  on  the  Future  of 
the  University. 

In  1994,  after  12  years  in  Los  Angeles, 
Jones  returned  to  Hattiesburg.  He  continues 
to  work  for  Simmons  as  a  special  assistant, 
working  on  Simmons'  Web  site  and  main- 
taining special  writing  duties. 

Hon.  Edwin  Plttman  '57 

Ed  Pittman's  dream  of  a 
becoming  a  successful 
politician,  cultivated  during 
his  time  as  a  Southern  Miss 
student,  became  a  reality  - 
in  more  ways  than  one. 

During  his  40  years  of 
service  to  the  state,  Pittman 
was  among  a  scarce  group,  a 
politician  who  had  the  training,  experience 
and  expertise  to  serve  in  all  three  branches  of 
government.  With  a  double  major  m  history 
and  government  and  a  minor  m  speech, 
Pittman  laid  the  groundwork  for  his  lengthy 
career  as  a  state  leader. 

After  earning  a  law  degree,  Pittman's 
dream  became  a  reality.  From  1964  to  1972, 
he  served  in  the  Mississippi  Senate.  Four 
years  later,  he  became  state  treasurer.  From 
there,  he  stayed  in  the  executive  branch, 
becoming  secretary  of  state  from  1980  to 
1984.  He  then  served  as  attorney  general 
from  1984  to  1988. 

With  24  years  of  ser\'ice  in  state  go\'crn- 
ment,  Pittman  decided  to  make  a  run  for  a 
seat  on  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court,  hi 
1989,  he  was  elected,  and  after  12  )cars  of 
service,  he  was  named  as  chief  justice,  until 
his  retirement  in  March. 
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Carolyn  Smith  '57,  '68 

Alter  earning  her  bache- 
lor's degree  in  1957  and  her 
master's  degree  in  1968, 
Carolyn  Smith  worked  for 
many  years  in  education.  She 
retired  from  Quitman  Public 
Schools  m  1997  and  served 
her  last  12  years  as  assistant 
to  the  superintendent. 
A  former  recipient  of  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award  and  a  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association's  Hall  of  Fame,  Carol)^!  Smith 
continues  to  serve  the  Southern  Miss  com- 
munity. Smith  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Association,  past  president  of  her  local  chap- 
ter and  served  as  the  international  president 
of  the  Association  m  1985.  Presently,  she 
serves  as  vice  chairperson  on  the  Past 
Presidents  Council.  She  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Eagle  Club  and  the  Alumni  Association 
Scholarship  Committee. 

She  and  her  husband,  Ray,  have  two  chil- 
dren and  three  grandchildren. 

Ben  Willoughby  '62 

A  supporter  of  Southern 
Miss  and  Hattiesburg,  Ben 
Willoughby  dedicates  his 
career  and  in\'olvement  to 
enhancing  these  communi- 
ties. A  1962  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss,  Willoughb}" 
coached  high  school  football 
for  two  )'ears  before  starting 
his  career  in  sales.  From  1979  to  1993.  he 
served  as  the  director  of  Eagle  Club. 
Following  this  position,  he  worked  as  the 
director  of  the  Forrest  County  Multi  Purpose 
Center  for  more  than  three  years. 

Willoughby  IS  highly  involved  with 
Southern  Miss  athletics.  He  has  served  as  the 
president  of  the  M-Club  lor  the  past  two 
years  and  is  now  ser\ing  as  the  president  of 
the  Dugout  Club  at  Southern  Miss. 

OUTSTANDING  YOUNG  ALUMNA 

Judie  Kochenower  '93 

A      native      of      Texas, 
Kochenower  lound  her  way 
to  Southern  Nhss  to  contin- 
ue the  legacy  that  her  moth- 
er.  Ann.   had  started.   She 
currently  serx^es  as  the  sen- 
ior  accountant   at   Corner 
Stone  Senices  Group.  Inc. 
In\"ol\"ed  in  her  commu- 
nity.   Kochenower    is    a    member    of   the 
Houston     Livestock     Show     and     Rodeo 
Committee,  The  Houston  Farm  and  R>.\nch 


F.\LL  :oo- 


39 


ASSOCIATIONMEWS 


wm/A 


club  Committee  and  St.  Timothys  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Kochenower  also  dedicates  her  service  to 
the  Southern  Miss  community.  She  has 
served  as  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Associations  Houston  Chapter  president  and 
vice  president.  She  has  also  received  the 
Outstanding  Service  Award  and  the  Scott 
Caldwell  chapter  president  of  the  year  award. 
Kochenower  also  served  as  the  Eagle  Club 
District  Director,  is  on  the  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors  and  is  chair- 
man of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Cookbook 
Committee. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE 
Raymond  "Butch"  Brawn 

A  native  of  Hattiesburg, 
Butch  Browns  ties  to  his 
countr)'  and  community  are 
strong.  A  friend  of  Southern 
Miss,  Brown  is  active  with 
the  Alumni  Association, 
including  long-term  sup- 
port of  the  Association's 
Homecoming  golf  tourna- 
ment, and  considers  USM  athletics  as  one  of 
his  top  hobbies. 

Brown  attended  Jones  County  Junior 
College  and  completed  a  degree  in  horology 
m  1968.  This  year  was  also  an  eventful  year 
for  Brown  because  he  was  drafted  into  the 
U.S.  Army  and  married  Gail  Dudley  During 
his  service  in  the  Army,  he  toured  for  one 
year  in  Vietnam. 

In  1960,  Brown  started  working  for  Parris 
Jewelers.  He  has  continuously  worked  at  this 
business,  and  Brovioi  and  his  wife  purchased 
Parris  Jewelers  in  the  spring  of  1983. 

Dr.  Virginia  Crawford 

Dr.  Virginia  Crawford 
dedicates  her  services  to  the 
entire  Southern  Miss  com- 
munity, including  alumni 
and  students.  For  the  past 
15  years,  she  has  served  as 
the  medical  director  for  the 
USM  Student  Health 
Service  and  is  currently 
serving  as  interim  director  of  the  University 
Counseling  Service. 

Crawford  earned  her  bachelors  degree 
from  Mississippi  College  in  1979,  completed 
her  medical  degree  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  1983  and  finished  her  Internal 
Medical  Residency  in  1986.  She  is  board  cer- 
tified in  Internal  Medicine  and  Adolescent 
Medicine. 

Fulfilling  one  of  her  many  roles  in  student 
and  alumni  organizations,  Crawford  can  be 
easily  found  on  campus.  She  served  on  the 


USM  Foundation  Board  from  1999  to  2002, 
and  is  involved  with  Fagle  Club.  She  is  the 
co-chairman  of  the  United  Way,  faculty  advi- 
sor for  Alpha  Delta  Pi  and  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon, 
a  sponsor  for  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta  and  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Technology  Advisory 
Committee. 

Ken  Strickland 

Longtime  supporter  of 
Southern  Miss  and  the  sur- 
rounding community,  Ken 
Strickland  incorporates  his 
business  with  USM  activities 
at  almost  every  given  oppor- 
tunity. 

Strickland  is  the  owner  of 
biricks  Bai'-B-Q  and  Catering,  a  local  restau- 
rant with  a  nationwide  reputation  for  deli- 
cious barbecue  and  smoked  meats.  A 
Hattiesburg  institution  since  1980,  Stricks  is 
a  notable  part  of  Southern  Miss  events. 
Strickland  said  that  his  family  and  entire  staff 
are  proud  to  be  a  part  of  USMs  continued 
success. 

In  addition  to  having  his  barbecue  served 
across  the  city  on  every  football  weekend, 
Strickland  made  a  special  commitment  to  the 
Alumni  Association  by  providing  the  lunch 
for  golfers  at  the  Alumni  Association 
Homecoming  golf  tournament.  His  support 
has  helped  the  Association  generate  more 
than  $80,000  for  The  Legacy  Fund  over  the 
last  few  years. 

Strickland  and  his  wife,  Tricia,  reside  in 
Hattiesburg  and  have  three  sons,  Dustin, 
Britton  and  Carrington. 

FRIEND  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS 

Sen.  Trent  Lott 

As  Sen.  Trent  Lott  serves 
his  country  on  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  he 
equally  represents  and  sup- 
ports Southern  Miss.  As  he 
enters  his  fourth  decade  of 
service  in  the  U.S.  Congress, 
Lott  has  served  seven  presi- 
dential administrations. 

Lotts  congressional  career  includes  16 
years  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  14 
years  in  the  Senate.  He  created  the  House  of 
Representatives  first  modern  whip  organiza- 
tion, which  he  led  in  1981.  After  his  election 
to  the  Senate  in  1988,  Lott  served  as  Senate 
majority  leader  in  1996  and  1998. 

In  support  of  Southern  Miss,  Lott  was 
pleased  to  request  the  funding  from  the  fed- 
eral    budget     for     the     Innovation     and 


Commercialization  Center.  This  bill  for  the 
2005  fiscal  year  appropriates  $1  million  for 
ongoing  development  of  the  center,  which  is  a 
joint  project  of  the  Area  Development 
Partnership  and  Southern  Miss.  It  will  help  the 
Hattiesburg  community  to  build  upon  its  poly- 
mer industry  and  attract  additional  technology 
companies.  Lott  also  assisted  the  development 
of  the  2005  Senate  Defense  Bill  for  Mississippi, 
which  provides  $  1  million  for  the  development 
of  fire  retardant  resins  for  Navy  ships.  Southern 
Miss  and  Hybrid  Plastics  are  leading  this  initia- 
tive. Due  to  his  long-standing  commitment  to 
Southern  Miss,  the  university's  proposed 
National  Center  for  Excellence  in  Economic 
Development  and  Entrepreneurship,  to  be 
located  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  will  be 
named  in  Lett's  honor. 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE 
John  Polk  71 

After  earning  his  bachelor's 
degree  in  1971,  John  Polk 
has  stayed  connected  to  his 
alma  mater  m  many  facets. 
Presently,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Alumni  Association, 
Eagle  Club,  the  Hardwood 
Club  and  the  Business 
Advisory  Council  for  the 
College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development.  The  Association  honored  Polk's 
dedication  to  Southern  Miss  with  the 
Outstanding  Service  Award,  the  Continuous 
Service  Award  and  an  induction  into  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1998. 

In  addition  to  his  present  service  to  the 
university,  Polk  receives  this  meritorious 
award  in  honor  of  his  former  service  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Jefferson  Davis  County  Alumni 
Chapter,  member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
Board  of  Directors,  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  ex-officio  member  of 
the  USM  Foundation,  chairman  of  the  Search 
Committee  for  Executive  Director  of  the 
Association,  member  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Future  of  the  University  and  chairman  of 
the  Past  Presidents  Council  for  the 
Association. 

Polk  is  the  president  and  CEO  of  Polk's 
Meat  Products  Inc.,  of  Magee,  and  is  active 
with  tree  farming.  His  professional  affilia- 
tions include  the  Mississippi  Restaurant 
Association  and  the  Mississippi  Petroleum 
Marketers  and  Convenience  Stores 
Association.  Polk  volunteers  his  time  to  civic 
services  through  the  Simpson  County 
Economic  Development  Foundation  and  the 
Magee  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  formerly 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
Jefferson  Davis  County  Hospital,  Economic 
Development  and  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
where  he  also  held  the  position  of  president. 
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Welcome  to  Nitchampburg,  Mississippi 

The  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Department  has  announced 
the  estabUshment  of  Nitchampburg,  Mississippi,  a  new  tail- 
gating  area  designated  specifically  for  Southern  Miss 
Basketball.  This  area  was  developed  to  honor  Southern 
Miss'  1987  National  Invitational  Tournament  champi- 
onship team,  coached  by  M.K.  Turk.  To  date,  the  NIT 
championship  is  the  only  national  basketball  championship 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"Nitchampburg  will  be  unlike  any  place  in  the  college  bas- 
ketball world,"  said  Greg  Herring,  Director  of  Marketing  for 
M.K.  Turk  Southern  Miss  Athletics.  "We  wanted  a  living  reminder  of  our 

championships,  our  traditions  and  memories  that  make  Southern  Miss  basketball 
special,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a  social  area  to  celebrate  more  great  moments  to 
come." 

Tailgating  provides  a  social  opportunity  for  alumni  and  friends,  both  new  and 
old,  to  gather  before  and  after  Southern  Miss  athletic  events.  The  District  and 
Loyalty  Field  are  the  two  primary  tailgating  areas  were  created  to  add  the  game  day 
experience  for  Southern  Miss  Football.  The  Right  Field  Roost  is  the  primary  tailgat- 
ing area  for  Southern  Miss  Baseball. 

"Looking  at  the  impact  of  The  District  and  Loyalty  Field  for  football  and  what  the 
Right  Field  Roost  has  done  for  baseball,  establishing  Nitchampburg  is  something 
our  fans  most  certainly  deserve,"  said  Richard  Giannini,  Southern  Miss  Director  of 
Athletics. 

Within  the  tree  lined  areas  of  historic  Reed  Green  Coliseum  is  Nitchampburg, 
Mississippi.  Nitchampburg  even  has  its  own  zip  code  32687,  signifying  the  exact 
date  Southern  Miss  won  the  NIT  -  March  26,  1987. 

Nitchampburg  is  a  ftrst-come,  first-serve  tenting  and  tailgating  area  for  all  home 
Southern  Miss  Basketball  games.  It  is  open  to  the  public,  and  Southern  Miss  fans 
are  encouraged  to  arrive  early  and  stay  late. 

A  Nitchampburg  dedication  ceremony  will  take  place  at  the  first  home 
Conference  USA  game  on  Tuesday,  January  1 1  at  6  p.m.  against  Louisville,  a  nation- 


Golden  Eagle  pair  named  to  Team  of  the  Decade 

Conference  USA  is  celebratmg  its  10th  anniversary  during  the  2004-05  season.  In 
conjunction,  the  league  is  naming  a  Team  of  the  Decade  for  each  of  the  conference's 
19  sports.  Men's  cross  country  was  the  first  sport  to  have  its  All-Decade  team  released 
and  a  pair  of  former  Southern  Miss  standouts  were  named  to  the  team. 

Yoursi  El  Mejdoubi  and  Paul  Kemei,  who  both  helped  Southern  Miss  wm  six  team 
titles  during  1999  were  selected  as  part  of  the  10-man  team. 

El  Mejdoubi  was  a  two-time  All-Conference  performer  in  1998-99.  He  finished 
sixth  at  the  C-USA  Championship,  and  placed  ninth  at  the  NCAA  South  Region.  An 
NCAA  cross  country  qualifier  in  1998,  he  was  named  C-USA  Athlete  of  the  Week 
three  times  in  1999.  He  finished  second  behind  Kemei  in  the  1999  Conference  LTSA 
Championship,  and  placed  fourth  at  the  NCAA  South  Region. 

Like  El  Mejdoubi,  Kemei  was  an  All-Conference  performer.  He  finished  first  at  the 
1999  C-USA  Championship,  and  was  an  NCAA  cross  countiy  qualifier  that  )-car.  He 
was  C-USA  Athlete  of  the  Week  twice  in  1999.  Kemei  finished  first  at  the  Alabama 
Invitational,  second  at  the  Auburn  Invitational  and  Southern  Miss  Imitauonal.  third 
at  the  Memphis  Invitational  and  fourth  at  the  LSU  Invitational. 


ROD  DAVIS 

NO.  58 
MINNESOTA  VIKINGS 

The  Minnesota  Vikings  drafted  hrst-year 
linebacker  Rod  Da\is  in  2004  as  a  part  of 
five  defensive  players  selected  with  the 
"Vikings'  eight  picks.  An  experienced  mid- 
dle linebacker,  DaNis  contributed  to  the 
team  immediately  on  special  teams.  He  is 
an  aggressi\'e  and  productive  pla)-er  who 
has  the  intangibles  to  play  linebacker  in  the 
National  Football  League.  As  a  Golden 
Eagle,  Da\1s  was  a  leader  of  a  top-notch 
defense.  He  was  a  four-year  starter  and  two- 
time  team  captain  and  finished  his  colle- 
giate career  as  Southern  Miss"  all-time  lead- 
ing tackier  with  526  stops  and  347  solos, 
breaking  Baltimore  Raven  and  former 
Golden  Eagle  Adalius  Thomas"  record  in 
tackles.  After  setting  the  Conference  USA 
tackles  and  tackles  for  loss  record.  Davis 
earned  the  Conference  L'SA  Defensive 
Player  of  the  Year  in  2003.  finishing  as  a 
Butkus  Award  sentifinalist  and  being  named 
Associated  Press  Third  Team  .Ail-American, 
and  second  team  b\'  The  Sporting  News. 
Da\as  helped  guide  the  team  to  three  bowl 
games.  pla\ing  in  the  .AX-\  Liberty  Bowl  as 
a  senior,  the  Houston  Bowl  as  a  junior  and 
GAMC  Mobile  Bowl  as  a  freshman. 
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True,  the  field  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  officially  received  its  new  name  in 
October  2004,  but  its  namesake  was  already  familiar  with  the  stadium  turf  long 
before  that  month  and  year. 

It  was  the  early  1960s,  and  a  young,  budding  businessman  named  Gene  Carlisle 
was  an  undergraduate  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Not  by  his  own  doing,  Carlisle  was  elected  as  "General  Nat,"  who  served  as  the 
student  body's  spirit  leader  at  the  time.  One  of  Carlisle's  duties  as  spirit  leader  was 
to  lead,  by  horseback,  cheerleaders  and  the  football  team  on  the  field  during  pep 
rallies. 

"I  missed  a  meeting  one  day,  and  my  (Alpha  Tau  Omega)  fraternity  brothers 
decided  that  I  should  run  (for  the  office),"  Carlisle  said.  "I  only  found  out  when  I 
read  in  the  paper  that  I  had  won  the  position  unopposed." 

Although  he  gained  the  position  unwittingly,  Carlisle  fulfilled  his  duties  as  the 
spirit  leader  admirably  minus,  of  course,  for  one  minor  bucking  incident. 

On  one  unfortunate  occasion,  Carlisle's  horse  -  a  loaner  from  a  nearby  farm  - 
decided  against  leading  the  cheerleaders  on  the  field  in  the  usual  fashion,  and 
promptly  deposited  Carlisle  on  the  stadium  grass. 

"My  fraternity  brothers  still  remind  me  that  I  am  familiar  with  the  turf,"  Carlisle 
quipped. 

Prior  to  Southern  Miss'  Homecoming  contest  with  Houston,  a  field  dedication 
ceremony  was  held  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  officially  renaming  the  playing  sur- 
face Carlisle-Faulkner  Field. 

Previously  named  Faulkner  Field  after  local  businessman  L.E.  Faulkner,  univer- 


donation  went  to  the  installation  of  the  new  Momentum  Turf  playing  surface. 

Carlisle,  the  founder  of  Carlisle  Corporation,  which  operates  more  than  100 
Wendy's  restaurants,  was  joined  by  friends  and  family,  university  President  Shelby 
Thames,  Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini,  and  others,  at  the  ceremony. 
Carlisle's  family  includes  wife  Karen,  and  children  Courtney,  Chance  and  Chase. 
Following  the  ceremony,  a  private  reception  was  held  in  Carlisle's  honor.  At  half- 
time,  the  university  recognized  Carlisle  with  the  renaming  of  the  field. 

"It's  a  great  honor;  my  family  and  I  are  extremely  honored,"  Carlisle  said.  "I  hope 
that  1  represent  the  university  well,  and  that  I  inspire  other  folks  to  give." 

The  field  gained  its  original  name  on  October  29,  1932. 

While  Carlisle's  roots  in  Southern  Miss  date  back  to  his  undergraduate  days  -  he 
earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  -  he  continues  to  serve  the 
university  in  a  number  of  ways  40  years  later. 

He  served  as  former  chairman  of  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development's  Business  Advisory  Council,  and  is  currently  on  the  board  of  directors 
and  for  both  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation.  He  chairs  the  cam- 
paign to  raise  funds  for  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development's  new 
building,  and  was  named  the  College's  Distinguished  Alumnus  of  the  Year  in  2002. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Association  Hall  of  Fame  in  2003. 


Accolades  Abound  for  Southern 
Miss  Linebacker 

■  Southern  Miss  senior  linebacker  Michael  Boley 
has  been  named  a  semiftnalist  for  the  Chuck 
Bednarik  Award  for  the  Outstanding  Collegiate 
Defensive  Player  in  the  nation,  it  has  been  announced 
by  the  Robert  W  Maxwell  Football  Club. 

Voters  for  the  Maxwell  College  Awards  are 
NCAA  Head  College  Football  Coaches,  members 
of  the  Maxwell  Football  Club  and  sportswriters 
and  sportscasters  from  across  the  country  The  top 
three  candidates  receiving  the  most  votes  for  the 
award  wdll  be  invited  to  the  ESPN  College  Football 
Awards  Show  on  Dec.  9  for  the  announcement  of 
the  wlrmers. 

Boley  also  has  been  named  a  semifinalist  for  the 
Dick  Butkus  Award,  honoring  the  top  linebacker  in 
the  nation  and  was  named  a  midseason  All- 
American.  He  was  named  the  Conference  USA 
Midseason  Player  of  the  Year  and  is  a  three-time 
Conference  USA  Defensive  Player  of  the  Week.  He 
was  named  the  FWAA/Bronko  Nagurski  National 
Defensive  Player  of  the  Week  and  the  Walter  Camp 
Football  Foundation  Defensive  Player  of  the  Week 
following  his  career-high  20  tackles  against 
Nebraska. 

Formal  presentation  of  each  of  these  three 
awards  will  be  made  at  the  Max'well  Football  Club 
Awards  Dinner,  which  will  be  held  on  Friday 
February  25,  2005  at  Harrah's  Entertainment 
Complex  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

The  award  is  named  after  Chuck  Bednarik,  a 
member  of  the  College  and  NFL  Hall  of  Fame. 
Bednarik  was  a  three-year  AU-American  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  playing  on  both  sides 
of  the  football.  Bednarik  moved  into  the  profes- 
sional ranks, 
playing  his  entire 
career  14-year 
career  for  the 
Philadelphia 
Eagles,  seeing 
action  at  line- 
backer and  cen- 
ter. He  missed 
just  three  games 
out  of  253,  with 
two  of  his  missed 
games  coming 
during  his  rookie 
season  of  1949. 
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Giving:  A  Habit  tliat  l\/lal<es  a  Difference 

Alumni,  parents  and  friends  of  the  university  often  ask,  "Does 
being  an  Eagle  Club  member  really  make  a  difference?"  The  answer, 
without  reservation,  is  "Yes."  Every  gift,  regardless  of  size,  goes  to  off- 
set the  $3. 1  million  that  athletics  provides  to  the  university  to  pay  for 
the  scholarships  of  the  300-plus  student-athletes  who  do  so  much  to 
enhance  the  image  of  Southern  Miss. 

Support  Is  Easy,  and  We  Have  Establislied  Four 
Different  Methods  So  that  Everyone  Can  Help 
the  Team 

•  By  mail:  Send  your  check  to  the  Eagle  Club,  Box  15458, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39404 

•  By  phone:  Call  (601)  266-5299  to  pay  via  credit  card  or  to  discuss 
a  stock  transfer. 

•  By  establishing  quarterly  payments:  This  can  be  done  by  using 
either  aforementioned  option. 

•  By  automatic  monthly  deduction  from  your  checking  account:  All 
you  need  to  do  is  send  a  deposit  slip  or  voided  check  to  the  Eagle 
Club  specifying  the  level  of  giving. 

Levels  of  Giving 

The  Eagle  Club  has  nine  annual  membership  levels;  each  level 
offers  different  perks  and  privileges,  mainly  in  parking  and  seating 
locations  for  athletic  venues.  Regardless  of  level,  remember  that  the 
main  purpose  of  the  Eagle  Club  is  to  provide  a  quality  education  to 
all  of  our  student-athletes.  Levels  are  $125,  $250,  $500,  $750, 
$1,000,  $2,500,  $5,000  and  $10,000,  but  every  gift  is  appreciated. 

As  we  continue  to  excel  at  the  Division  lA  level,  your  giving  is  so 
important  to  Southern  Miss  athletics.  If  you  have  any  questions  on 
how  you  can  get  more  involved  with  the  Eagle  Club  in  terms  of  vol- 
unteerism  or  through  donations,  please  call  Dick  Vogel  at  (601)  266- 
5299. 

Members:  Consider  "Moving  Up  a  Level"  in  2005 

As  tax  season  approaches,  members  have  the  option  of  joining  the 
Eagle  Club  for  2005  in  2004,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  tax  bene- 
fits for  this  year.  Those  moving  up  a  level  will  receive  a  complimen- 
tary copy  of  "Rock  Solid:  Southern  Miss  Football,"  by  John  W  Cox, 
as  our  gift. 

In  a  stadium  they  call  "The  Rock,"  Golden  Eagle  fans  have  been 
roaring  for  a  team  that  achieves  new  heights  with  each  passing  sea- 
son. Legendary  quarterback  Brett  Favre  played  here,  as  did  such 
greats  as  Reggie  Collier  and  Sammy  Winder.  Now  in  "Rock  Solid: 
Southern  Miss  Football,"  Cox,  the  beloved  voice  of  the  Golden 
Eagles,  gives  fans  even  more  to  crow  about.  A  must-have  for  any 
Golden  Eagle  fan,  "Rock  Solid"  documents  the  pride  and  tradition  of 
one  of  the  nations  top  college  football  programs  from  its  founding  in 
1912  through  the  Conference  USA  championship  season  of  2003. 

Circle  of  Champions  Program  Continues 
Expansion 

Four  new  members  have  joined  the  prestigious  Circle  of 
Champions  program.  The  program  allows  the  donor  to  support  the 
athletic  program  in  numerous  ways.  Each  member  has  pledged  or 
provided  a  minimum  gift  to  athletics  of  $100,000,  which  can  be 
made  in  a  10-year  plan  of  $10,000  per  year.  Joining  the  Circle  are  the 
Godwin  Group,  represented  by  Danny  Mitchell,  who  has  been 
involved  in  the  tremendous  marketing  improvements  made  by  the 
Athletic  Department,  and  Dr.  Jim  and  Mary  Margaret  Thompson  of 
Milton,  Fla.,  who  have  been  major  donors  to  the  university  and  serve 
on  the  Business  Advisory  Council. 

The  Gulf  Coast  is  represented  by  two  new  members,  Bilh-  and 
Sarah  Hewes,  who  became  our  70th  member,  and  Bill)'  and  Brcnda 
Walker.  Both  couples  have  been  veiy  active  on  behalf  of  Southern  Miss 


on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Billy 
Hewes  has  been  instru- 
mental in  marketing  the 
university  both  politically 
and  as  a  fan;  he  is  respon- 
sible for  all  the  athletic 
sign  boards  you  see  as 
your  drive  through  the 
Gulf  Coast.  Billy  Walker 
has  been  involved  as  a 
district  director  for  years, 
and  now  sits  on  the 
Athletic  Foundation 

board.  His  company. 
Walker  Audio-Visual,  has 
also  supported  all  Athletic 
Department  endeavors 
on  the  Coast  and  in  Hattiesburg 


At  a  Gulf  Coast  viewing  party  are  Billy  Hewes, 
Aubrey  Collum  and  Chevis  Swetman.  Billy  Walker 
hosted  the  event. 


Fall  Events 

Huge  crowds  at  every  Southern  Miss  endeavor  highlight  this  }'ears  foot- 
ball season.  Whether  listening  to  our  basketball  coaches  speak  or  attend- 
ing an  Alumni  Association/Eagle  Club  events.  Go  Gold  is  traditioni 


A  sea  of  gold  turned  the  Tulane  game  in  New  Orleans  Into  a  Southern  Miss  home  game. 


Senior  Eagles  enjoy  a  light  moment  prior  to  the  luncheon  at  Buffalo  Wild  Wings. 
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HOMECOMING  GOLF  TOURNAMENT  CHECK 
PRESENTATION:  WILL  MARTENS,  SHELL 


FINISH  LINE,  LEFT,  AND  SOUTHERN  MISS 
PRESIDENT  DR.  SHELBY  THAMES. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  extends  its  gratitude  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  sponsors  and  participants  of  the  2004 
Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf  Tournament. 
This  tournament  marked  the  sixth  consecutive 
year  with  major  corporate  sponsorship  and  was 
also  the  sixth  Alumni  Association  tournament  to 
be  played  at  Canebrake  Golf  Club  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  tournament  featured  128  golfers  and  43 

sponsors.  The  participation  of  both  players 

and  sponsors  enabled  the  Alumni  Association 

to,  once  ^ain,  make  a  contribution  of 

$10,000  (the  sixth  straight  year)  to  the  USM 

Foundation  to  help  endow  the  Legacy 

Scholarship  Fund,  a  scholarship  fund  that 

awarded  five  $1,000  scholarships  this  past 

year  to  children  of  alumni. 


-     ^£COMlN^     SCHOt.4      J^^ 

Presented  by 


1  ST  PLACE  GROSS 

NICK  CRUTCHER 
GEORGE  DAVIS 

JOHN  PACE 
DARYLE  SMITH 

2ND  PLACE  GROSS 

BUTCH  WILLIAMS 

DON  MCHENRY 

RON  PHILLIPS 

FRANK  PINNIX 

3RD  PLACE  GROSS 

DAVID  COBB 

JOHN  HARVEY 

JIM  HARVEY 

WAYNE  O'BANNON 

1ST  PLACE  NET 

LARRY  FOOTE 

STAN  HILL 

PHILLIP  WEEKS 

CHARLIE  WEEKS 

2ND  PLACE  NET 

TODD  ATKINS 

LARRY  BOURNE 

RAY  FARMER 

MIKE  HOUPT 

3RD  PLACE  NET 

GREG  HAMBY 
MIKE  WILKENS 
RICHARD  HULL 

DAVID  LINGLE 


As  has  been  stated  many  times  before,  there  has  never  been  a  better 

time  to  be  a  part  of  Southern  Miss.  The  success  of  the  2004  Shell 

Finish  Line/  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  is 

just  one  more  reason  why  it  is  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle.  We  hope 

to  see  you  next  year  for  our  homecoming  tournament. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Thank 


SPONSORS 

206  Front 

AmSouth  Bank 

Anderson  Carpet  One 

BancorpSouth 
Bean  Moving  &  Storage 

Campus  Bookmart 

Citizen's  National  Bank 

Classic  Concepts 

Coca-Cola 

Coldwell  Bankers 

Community  Bank 

Copeland's 

DMCS  /  Source  Unk 

Garfield's 

Grover  Brothers 

Hederman  Brothers 

Home  CPA 

J&L  Sales 

McAfister's  DeU  (Hardy  St.) 

McAfister's  Defi  (Sheffield  Loop) 

McKinney  Petroleum 

Mike  Anderson  Seafood 

Nicholson  &  Company 

O'Charley's 

Outback  Steakhouse 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Pace  Oil  Company,  Inc. 

Parris  Jewelers 

Petrey  Novelty 

Sakura  Japanese  Resturant 

Sheher  Insurance  (Mitch  Brent) 

Shelter  Insurance  (Joe  Bryant) 

Shelter  Insurance  (Greg  Robbins) 

Southern  Beverage 

Southern  Oaks 

Southtrust  Bank 

Stokes  Distributing 

Sue  Gallaspy  Realty 

The  First  National  Bank 

Tom's  Food,  Inc. 

Toy  McLaugfin 

Trustmark  Bank 

Urological  Associates  of  South  Miss. 


SK      SHOTS 


As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  your  warmest  black  and  gold.   And,  when  you  brave  the  conditions  in  your 
Southern  Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space 
allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 
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Senator  Billy  Hewes,  Mick  Bullock, 
Troy  Johnston,  State  Auditor  Phil 
Bryant,  City  of  Clinton  Mayor  and 
USMAA  Vice  President  Rosemary 
Aultman  and  Erin  Johnston  show 
their  Southern  Miss  pride  in  Times 
Square  during  the  2004  Republican 
National  Convention  in  New 
York  City. 

Michael  Moore  '74  of  Germantown, 
Tenn.,  celebrated  his  50th  birthday 
with  a  family  cruise  to  Cozumel.  His 
son,  Adam  Moore,  is  a  sophomore  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Edward  Kauchick  and  his  wife, 
Andrea,  celebrated  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary  with  their 
family  at  Panama  City  Beach,  Fla.  The 
couple  was  honored  to  receive  an 
anniversary  card  from  President 
George  Bush  and  Laura  Bush, 
sending  their  best  wishes. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  members  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  held  a  cookout  for 
the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  after 
the  USM  versus  UAB  game  on  May  1. 

Mick  Bullock,  Troy  and  Erin  Johnston 
gather  with  late  night  talk  show  host 
Conan  O'Brien  during  the  2004 
Republican  National  Convention  in 
New  York  City. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year. 
Regions  Bank  in  Hattiesburg  sponsored 
a  decorating  contest  on  Homecoming 
weekend.  Regions  also  purchased  282 
Go  Gold!  shirts  for  their  employees 
to  wear  this  football  season. 

Former  Golden  Eagle  cornerback 
Pat  Surtan  enjoys  watching  the 
Southern  Miss  versus  Houston  football 
game  with  alumni  Alex  Gomez  and 
Tony  Rezic  at  an  alumni  chapter- 
sponsored  party  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

Golden  Eagle  fans  showed  their  true 
colors  at  the  Southern  Miss  versus 
Tulane  Eagle  Landing,  sponsored  by 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club,  at  the 
Superdome  in  New  Orleans,  La. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
(601)266-5013. 


Shadow  Ridge 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news  and 
accompUshments  of  your  fellow  Golden  Eagles,  To 
submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send  your 
information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  e- 
mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


ONIE  JOSEPHINE  BOWIE  '38  is  Imng  at  the 
Bailey  House,  an  assisted  living  facility,  and  enjoy- 
ing retirement. 


^BHJI^HHH  ALERED    E.    GREY    '42 

^^^^^^^^^^^H  announces  the  birth  of  his 
mfKIKK^^^m  great-granddaughter  Skyler 
^^jKH^^^HH  Emily,  who  was  bom  on 
'^'  »^  Aug.  24,  2004.  Pictured  are 

the  four  generations,  from 
left  to  right.  Grey's  wife 
Permy,  daughter  Karen,  granddaughter  Kimberly  and 
looking  up  at  them,  the  newest  addition,  great-grand- 
daughter Skyler  Emily  at  two  weeks  old.  (PHOTO) 

EMILYANN  RASPILAIR  '48  was  elected  Regent  of 
Heroes  of  Kings  Mountain  Chapter,  DAR,  in 
Guntersville,  Ala. 


.    ^      1 


DR.  TOM  WOOD  '51  is  continuing  to  serve  as 
president  of  the  College  of  American  Pathologists 
Foundation, 

CHARLES  E  LONG  III  '58  and  DOTTIE  THOM- 
SEN  LONG  '71  were  recently  married  and  cur- 
rently reside  in  Gulfport. 


TERRY  PUCKETT  '64  received  an  honorary  associ- 
ate of  public  service  degree  from  Zane  State  College, 
formerly  Muskingum  Area  Technical  College,  dunng 
the  2004  Spring  Commencement.  Puckett  served  as 
president  of  the  college  from  1973-80. 

REBA  ROBERTS  '64  was  appointed  zone  chair- 
man for  Region  2  of  Mississippi  Lions  Club. 
Roberts  is  also  the  immediate  past  president  of 
Brookhaven  Evening  Lions  Club. 

MARTHA  NORRIS  '65  retired  May  25,  2004  after 
39  years  as  a  librarian.  Norris  plans  to  travel  and 
enjoy  her  grandchildren. 

SYLVIA  SYKES  '67  retired  from  Quitman  School 
Distnct  June  30,  2004  after  33  years  in  education. 
Sykes  was  a  classroom  teacher  for  20  years  and  served 
as  distnct  finance  coordinator  for  the  last  13  years. 

DANIEL  COUGET  '68  has  started  an  Internet 
radio  theatre  venture,  www.YESLA.net,  which  offers 
onginal  radio  plays.  Couget  serves  as  a  library  asso- 
ciate with  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  System, 

PEG  RICHARDS  '69  was  selected  Star  Teacher  for 
Meridian  Public  Schools  for  the  2003-2004  aca- 
demic year.  Richards  retired  June  1,  2004  after 
teaching  at  Northwest  Junior  High  School  in 
Meridian  for  34  years  and  is  now  a  consultant  for 
Meridian  schools. 


GEORGE  LATIMER  '70  retired  mjune  2004  from 
the  Duval  County  Florida  School  Board  as  associate 
superintendent  of  business  services. 

JUDY  MCALPIN  GRIMES  '71  retired  after  29 
years  as  a  public  school  speech/language  patholo- 
gists due  to  disability  incurred  from  a  West  Nile- 
strand  disease.  Grimes  worked  at  Wesson 
Attendance  Center  for  1 1  years  and  was  named  star 
teacher.  She  was  also  awarded  teacher  of  the  year 
for  Simpson  Central  in  1999  and  for  Simpson 
County  in  2000. 


ANNETTE  YATES  '72,  '80  married  Charles  Clell 
Yates  of  Collins  on  July  17,  2004. 

THOMAS  K.  SAUL  '74  recently  completed  30 
years  as  a  public  school  teacher  in  the  Clinton 
Public  Schools. 

PAUL  A.  TISDALE  '74,  '96  was  recently  appointed 
superintendent  of  Biloxi  Public  Schools.  He  has  been 
employed  with  Biloxi  Public  Schools  for  25  years. 

MICHAEL  MARKS  '77  was  re-elected  to  a  three- 
year  term  to  the  National  Education  Association 
Executive  Committee. 

STEVEN  H.  KNIGHT  '79  completed  his  term  as 
president  of  the  NALA  Men's  Basketball  Coaches 
Association  m  Apnl  2004  and  was  selected  as  the 
2003-04  Gulf  Coast  Athletic  Conference  Athletic 
Director  of  the  Year  Since  2001 ,  Knight  has  served  as 
the  president  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Athletic  Conference. 


GARY  HILTON  '80  retired  from  the  U.S.  Army 
after  22  years  of  service.  Hilton  is  now  employed  by 
Computer  Sciences  Corporation  in  Huntsville,  Ala., 
as  senior  member  of  the  advisory  staff. 

GINGER  G.  SMITH  '80  was  recently  activated  for 
military  service  with  the  Camp  Shelby  Mobilization 
Center.  As  chief  warrant  officer  two  (CW2),  Smith 
serves  as  a  military  personnel  technician  for 
Operation  Enduring  Freedom. 

SUSAN  BEST  BROWN  '82  was  promoted  to 
administrative  specialist  with  the  U.S.D.A.  Farm 
Service  Agency  in  Jackson.  Brown  is  completing 
her  sixth  year  as  a  realtor  with  David  Ingram  Real 
Estate  in  Ridgeland. 

CINDY  TOWNSEND  '82,  '04  completed  her  mas- 
ter's degree  in  nursing  from  Southern  Miss  with  a 
4.0  GPA. 

DANIEL  NAUMANN  '83  and  EILEEN  NAU- 
MANN  announce  the  May  5,  2004  birth  of  their 
daughter  Anne  Elizabeth. 


The  Little  dmrnmer  boy  pictured  in  liis 

USIVI  band  uniform  is  Robert  Giyn  Dyar  II, 

grandson  of  Dr.  William  D.  McCain. 
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when  Southern  Miss  graduate  Tom  Lynch  looks  out  across  his  desk,  he  sees  two  awards  stand- 
ing tall.  The  first,  an  Effie  Award,  was  given  by  the  American  Marketing  Association,  recognizing 
the  work  he  does  as  vice  president  of  marketing  and  brand  strategy  with  his  talented  team  at  ING. 
The  second,  the  Golden  Daddy  Award,  was  presented  to  him  by  his  beloved  10-year-old  daugh- 
ter, Miranda,  for  excellence  in  fatherhood.  It  is  this  balance  of  personal  and  professional  focus 
that  makes  Lynch  such  a  powerful  force  for  ING  and  in  the  marketing  world. 

Lynchs  journey  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  ING  has  been  rich  with  edu- 
cational opportunity.  His  first  stop  after  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  was  a  marketing  position 
in  San  Diego  with  Gallo  Wines.  It  was  at  this  job  that  Lynch  received  the  training  and  basics  need- 
ed to  build  a  career  in  the  advertising  and  marketing  industry.  His  next  stop  was  at  Glen  Ellen 
Wines,  working  in  marketing  and  branding,  where  he  continued  to  build  his  knowledge  of  the 
industry  Lynch  said  the  work  with  Glen  Ellen  lit  his  entrepreneurial  fire  and,  in  1995,  he  start- 
ed his  own  advertising  agency.  New  World  Marketing. 

In  1999,  he  sold  the  company  and  in  2000  began  working  for  the  financial  services  company  ING.  Lynch  said  he  enjoys  all 
the  facets  of  his  job,  but  probably  values  the  strategic  aspect  most.  While  he  loves  the  research  and  creative  elements,  he  said 
he  likes  taking  the  satellite  view  and  seeing  how  the  big  parts  of  a  campaign  come  together. 

Strategy  is  a  strength  of  ING,  exhibited  by  its  strong  presence  in  the  market.  The  Dutch  company  is  more  than  150  years 
old  and  has  been  present  in  the  United  States  since  the  late  1970s,  but  the  first  ING  brand  campaign  wasn't  launched  until 
2001.  Since  the  launch,  part  of  INGs  brand  strategy  has  revolved  around  the  color  orange.  "Orange  is  a  simple,  visual  sym- 
bol for  our  uniqueness  in  the  market,"  Lynch  said. 

The  marketing  efforts  at  ING  have  been  recognized  with  many  creative  and  professional  awards,  but  Lynch  and  the  mar- 
keting team  at  ING  beam  about  the  Effie.  The  award  is  given  based  on  advertisement  effectiveness  against  business  objectives, 
and  Lynch  considers  the  recognition  by  industry  peers  to  be  the  most  substantial  measure  of  their  accomplishments. 

ING  is  one  of  the  largest  providers  of  employee  retirement  plans  in  the  country,  and  is  a  source  of  many  financial  services 
to  companies  and  consumers.  The  company  also  specializes  in  annuities  and  life  insurance.  Advertisements  for  ING  appear 
on  television,  in  print,  on  the  Internet  and  on  radio.  Every  year  they  adjust  this  mix  according  to  research.  Lynch  said.  Because 
ING  is  so  analytical,  "we  are  driven  to  show  where  we  get  the  best  return  on  our  investments,"  Lynch  said. 

The  executive  says  it  is  exciting  to  work  for  a  large  company  with  so  many  resources.  Because  ING  is  still  in  the  early  stages 
of  establishing  their  brand,  "10  to  15  years  from  now,  this  could  still  feel  very  new,"  Lynch  said. 

The  challenges  in  the  advertising  industry  have  multiplied  dramatically  since  Lynch  entered  the  field.  Lynch  and  his  team 
at  ING  strive  to  present  seamless  communication  throughout  all  advertising  efforts  but  find  this  a  difficult  task  because  peo- 
ples viewing  habits  are  so  segmented,  he  said. 

Coordinating  messages  is  a  much  more  difficult  task  with  the  Internet  on  the  scene.  "The  Internet  changed  everything," 
he  said. 

Lynch  pointed  to  dramatic  shifts  in  influence  as  well. 

Retailers  have  an  increasing  amount  of  clout,  he  said.  The  foundation  in  the  basics  of  advertising  and  marketing  seem  to 
have  carried  Lynch  through  these  shifts  and  he  advises  anyone  starting  out  to  seek  similar  structure.  "Go  to  work  for  a  big 
company,  even  if  that's  not  where  you  want  to  end  up.  It's  a  great  foundation  that  will  give  you  the  freedom  to  go  do  a  lot  of 
things  later." 

Lynch's  time  at  Southern  Miss  provided  him  with  some  of  his  most  influential  mentors.  Lynch  credits  Dolly  Lo)'d's 
Principals  of  Marketing  class  as  the  impetus  of  his  decision  to  pursue  advertising  as  a  career.  It  was  actually  the  second  time 
he  took  the  class  that  she  had  such  an  impact  on  him;  the  first  go-around,  he  didn't  make  it  to  class  much,  he  quipped.  "She 
brought  such  a  passion  to  the  idea  of  marketing."  Loyd's  excitement  was  contagious  and  stuck  with  Lynch,  he  said.  Another 
class  that  influenced  Lynch  was  Bill  Smith's  statistics  class.  At  first  Lynch  was  terrified,  but  in  the  end,  he  picked  up  valuable 
tools  that  would  later  benefit  him  in  his  chosen  career. 

These  teachers  became  more  than  just  professors  to  Lynch,  staying  in  touch  with  him  beyond  graduation  to  offer  wisdom, 
counsel  and  support.  "One  of  the  cool  things  about  (Southern  Miss)  is  that  it's  the  kind  of  place  where  you  form  these  types 
of  relationships." 

Southern  Miss  was  a  turning  point  for  Lynch.  "It  was  the  first  time  I  really  realized  whether  I  failed  or  succeeded  was  com- 
pletely up  to  me."  Lynch  said  when  he  looks  back,  he  misses  the  diversity  and  intellectual  stimulation  of  the  college  campus. 
He  also  fondly  remembers  choosing  to  start  the  day  at  11  a.m.,  which  fits  his  biological  clock  much  better  than  the  normal 
workday,  he  said. 

The  Biloxi  native  has  lived  in  Atlanta  for  10  years  now,  and  although  his  responsibilities  at  ING  keep  him  busy,  he  still  finds 
time  for  many  other  projects  and  family  fun.  He's  done  pro  bono  work  for  Cool  Girls  Inc.,  an  organization  that  seeks  to 
empower  underprivileged  girls  to  take  control  of  their  lives.  He  also  finds  some  time  to  teach  classes  in  advertising  and  mar- 
keting strategy  at  the  Creative  Circus. 

He  is  involved  with  his  church,  the  Unitarian  Universafist  Congregation  of  Atlanta,  teaching  religious  education  to  sevcnth- 
and  eighth-graders. 

It  is  with  his  family  that  Lynch  seems  to  find  the  most  peace.  He  loves  to  go  canoeing  and  camping  with  his  daughter, 
Miranda,  and  his  wife,  Sheri.  The  family  enjoys  the  beautiful  and  diverse  landscapes  of  Georgia,  and  they  have  recently 
expanded  by  one,  adopting  Jonas,  an  exchange  student  from  Finland.  L)Tich  continues  to  earn  the  Golden  Daddy  title  by 
agreeing  to  give  Miranda  guitar  lessons. 

Lynch  identifies  his  relationship  with  Miranda  as  a  great  source  of  strength.  Whenever  he  gets  stuck  on  a  problem  or  feels 
overwhelmed,  he  said  he  likes  to  go  throw  the  Frisbee  or  jump  on  the  trampoline  with  his  daughter,  perhaps  revealing  the 
secret  to  his  success.  "It  gets  you  back  to  such  a  place  of  joy  and  freedom.  It  gets  your  bram  working  again.  She's  like  mv  lit- 
tle magic  potion." 


—By  Dana  McCranie 
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NELL  E.  NOON  AN  '82  was  honored  to  be  named 
Employee  of  the  Year  m  February  2004  by  the  Fort 
Worth  Pubhc  Library,  where  she  has  served  as  the 
children's  librarian  for  the  past  four  years.  She  and 
her  husband  Bob  are  grateful  to  have  an  incredible 
family,  including  14  grandchildren. 

DR.  RONNIE  NETTLES  '83,  '86  was  recently 
named  the  executive  vice  president  at  Copiah 
Lincoln  Community  College  in  Wesson.  He  previ- 
ously served  as  dean  of  the  Natchez  campus  for 
Copiah  Lincoln  Community  College. 

CHARLOTTE  NEWMAN  '86,  '89  was  installed  as 
president  of  Edgewater  Rotary  in  Biloxi  on  June  11, 
2004.  Newman  is  currently  working  on  her  second 
masters  degree  from  Southern  Miss. 

JAMES  A.  WALTERS  '86  has  joined 
Mississippi  State  Hospital  as  program 
supervisor  for  the  hospital's  chemical 
dependency  unit.  (PHOTO) 

DEBRA  HARDIN-GILMORE  '87  completed  a 
master  of  science  in  nursing  December  2002  wdth  a 
specialty  in  nurse  anesthesia  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee.  She  was  also  awarded  Outstanding 
Graduate  Student  from  UT  School  of  Nursing. 

PATTI  C.  WASCOM  '88  joined  the  Hattiesburg 
Clmic  as  a  certified  family  nurse  practitioner. 

STEPHANIE  WEBB  WILSON  '88,  '92  and  her 

husband  Cory  Todd  Wilson  announce  the  April  7, 
2004  birth  of  their  son  Web  Henry.  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  are  CHARLES  NELSON  WEBB  '65, 
ARTHUR  EDWARD  WILSON  '70  and  CATHY 
JOHNSON  '70 

ROBERTA  DAVIDSON  '89  announces  the  Oct. 
30,  2003  birth  of  her  daughter  Gaylyn  Kay 

ROBERT  THOMAS  '89  and  JILL 
DENSON  THOMAS  '98  announce 
the  Dec.  6,  2003,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter Wyn  Alyse.  W^ti  is  the  grand- 
daughter of  CHARLES  THOMAS  '55 
and  his  wife  Diane,  past  head  baseball 
coach  HILL  DENSON  '66  and  his  wife  Judy  and 
the  great  granddaughter  of  MYRTIS  DENSON  '51. 
(PHOTO) 


MICHAEL  TODD  BUCHANAN  '90  and  BASBIE 
BUCHANAN  '96  welcome  Ashton,  who  was  born 
on  Nov.  3,  2003.  Ashton  joins  big  brother  Riley. 
Todd  was  elected  to  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon 
Fraternity  Supreme  Council. 

Ehzabeth  Ann  Busby,  daughter  of 
STACY  BUSBY  '90  and  JOHN 
BUSBY,  at  her  first  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  meeting.  (PHOTO) 

GINGER  COOKSEY  '91,  '97  was  promoted  to 
social  worker  advanced  for  Mississippi  State  Health 
Department  for  Forrest  County 

MARK  ERIC  LANG  '91  and  Nicole 
Arnette  Lang  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
announce  the  April  26,  2004  birth  of 
their  first  child  Wesley  Hutchison. 
Mark  has  been  an  officer  with  the 
Dallas  Pohce  Department  for  the  last 

12  years  and  is  currently  a  member  of  the  SWAT 

Division.  (PHOTO) 


AMY  BYNUM  MORRIS  '91  and  her  husband, 
Kyle,  announce  the  Oct.  24,  2003  birth  of  their  son 
Kade  Fredrick,  who  is  also  welcomed  by  big  broth- 
er Brock. 

PAUL  MOSS  '91,  '96  and  REBECCA  BARNES 
MOSS  '96  announce  the  April  14,  2004  birth  of 
their  daughter  Lauren  Beverly. 

KEITH  RUNNELS  '91  and  SHARON  WYNNE 

RUNNELS  '91  announce  the  May  10,  2004  birth 
of  their  daughter  Ehzabeth  Grace. 

DON  WOODLIEF  '91  and  KIMBERLY  MCCAR- 
TY WOODLIEF  '89  announce  the  adoption  of 
Joseph  Sergei  on  June  11,  2004.  Joseph  was  born 
Jan.  8,  2003  m  Novosibirsk,  Russia,  and  arrived 
home  on  June  22,  2004. 

SEAN  FOREMAN  '92  announces  the  Feb.  16,  2004 
birth  of  Brinlee  O'Neale,  joining  sister,  Teagan  Rose. 

JARROD  RAVENCRAFT  '92  was  named  one  of 
the  2004  "Top  40  Under  40"  by  the  Mississippi 
Business  Journal.  Ravencraft  serves  as  the  president 
for  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  MS  Central 
Chapter  for  2004. 

RICKY  TAMBERG  '92  and  WENDY  TAMBERG 

'97  are  celebrating  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Lilli, 
who  was  born  on  March  3,  2004. 

MICHAEL  GILES  '93  and  his  wife,  Amanda, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Ellis 
Mackenzie.  Ellis  was  born  on  June  24,  2004. 

CHRIS  PAZOS  '93  joined  American  National 
Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company  as  a 
multiple-hne  agent.  He,  his  wife,  SHANNON 
PAZOS  '94  and  their  two  children,  Phihp  and 
Sarah,  reside  in  MandeviUe,  La. 

JANNEL  TUTEN  '93  is  proud  to  announce  that 
her  youngest  son,  Joe  Corry,  is  entering  medical 
school  in  Jackson  this  year  on  a  full  scholarship. 

EDDIE  VOYNIK  '93  and 
TAMMY      VOYNIK      '92 

attended  a  taping  of 
Comedy  Central's  "Tough 
Crowd  with  Colin  Quinn" 
on  their  trip  to  New  York 
City  After  the  show  they 
were  able  to  meet  the  cast 
and  take  a  photo  with  Jim 

Norton  and  Colm  Quinn,  pictured  kissing  Tammy. 

(PHOTO) 

DAVID  LEE  '94  and  AMY  ANDERSON  LEE  '97 

welcomed  their  second  child  Molly  Elizabeth  on 
February  11,  2004. 

MINDY     TUSTAIN     AUSTIN,     D.M.D.     '94 

announces  the  Nov.  25,  2003  birth  of  her  third  son, 
Mick  McKinley,  who  is  welcomed  by  brothers, 
Kyle,  4,  and  Luke,  3.  Mindy  is  building  a  new  den- 
tal office  in  Tupelo  and  is  the  current  president  of 
UMMC  Dental  Alumni  Chapter. 

RANDY  BREAL  '95  and  LEIGH  WARD  BREAL 

'95  announce  the  Dec.  10,  2003  birth  of  their 
daughter  Parker  Leigh.  Grandparents  are  BILL 
WARD  '68  and  his  wife  Penne  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and 
Harold  and  Charlotte  Breal  of  Biloxi.  (PHOTO) 


CHRIS  CURRY  '95,  01  and  LOLLY 
BREWER  CURRY  '98  announce  the 
Aug.  24,  2004  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Lauren  Elizabeth.  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  are  PATRICIA  BREW- 
ER '93  and  LINDA  CURRY  '83 
(PHOTO) 

RICK  DEATON  '96  and  HEATHER  STAMPER 
DEATON  '98  announce  the  March  24,  2004,  birth 
of  their  daughter  Rachel  Elizabeth. 

CHAD  GUNN  '96  and  KELLY  GUNN  '96 
announce  the  March  28,  2004  birth  of  their  son 
Graham  Harrison. 

DARRELL  WADE  TEMPLE  '96  and  DIXIE 
WEDGEWORTH  TEMPLE  '96  announce  the 
Sept.  23,  2003  birth  of  their  second  child  Dawson 
Wade.  Dawson  was  also  welcomed  by  his  brother 
Tyler  Wayne. 

LTJG  Gary  Thiel,  USCG,  '96  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  m  January  2004.  Thiel  was 
mobihzed  to  active  duty  in  February  2003  and 
remains  activated.  He  is  currently  stationed  in  Port 
Arthur/Beaumont,  Texas,  as  part  of  Operation 
Liberty  Shield  in  support  of  Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom  and  the  Central  Command  theater  of 
operations.  LTJG  Thiel  is  a  member  of  Parkway 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

DR.  KATHLEEN  BURNS  '97  graduated  from  the 
M.D.  /PhD.  program  at  Baylor  College  of  Medicine 
and  is  now  a  resident  physician  and  researcher  at 
the  John  Hopkins  Hospital  in  Baltimore,  Md. 

RAQUEL  WHITE  DAVIS  '97  and  ASHLEY 
DAVIS  '98  announce  the  May  27,  2004  birth  of 
twins,  London  Ashley  and  Landr)'  Parker 

MARY  ANGELA  CAVES  ABBEY  '98  announces 
the  June  24,  2004  birth  of  her  daughter  Samantha 
Leigh  Abbey. 

CHARKARRA    ANDERSON-LEWIS    '98,     00 

earned  a  doctorate  in  health  education  and  health 
promotion  from  the  University  of  Alabama- 
Birmingham. 

KENNETH  WADE  WILSON  '98  and  CHERYL 
CHRISTY  WILSON  '98  announce  the  April  4, 
2004  birth  of  their  son  Ashton  Bryce.  Christy  was 
also  promoted  to  senior  associate  with  Home  CPA 
m  Hattiesburg. 

BRENDA  HOFFMAN  DAWSON  '99  wed  George 
T  Dawson,  a  retired  CPO  with  the  U.S.  Navy,  in 
Ocho  Rios,  Jamaica  on  Nov.  22,  2003. 

COURTNEY  ZITO  ELLIOT  '99  has  been  promot- 
ed to  director  of  culture,  recreation  and  tourism 
development  with  the  Collierville,  Tenn.,  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  She  also  serves  as  chapter  advisory 
board  chair  for  the  Zeta  Omega  Chapter  of  Kappa 
Delta  Sorority  at  the  University  of  Memphis. 

ASHLEY  YOUNG  FORESTIERI  '99  and  her  hus- 
band Michael  Jude  Forestieri  announce  the  Jan.  22, 
2004  birth  of  their  daughter,  Gianna  Christine, 
who  is  welcomed  by  brother  Cameron  Michael. 
They  moved  to  Ocean  Springs  in  2001,  after  their 
marriage  in  1999. 

ADREAIN  HENRY  '99  was  awarded  the  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree  during  the  88th  Commencement 
of  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry 

KIMBERLY  LAMBERT  '99,  '03  and  Davis  Wmgo 
were  married  May  25,  2004.  Davis  recently  fin- 
ished his  graduate  degree  in  gemology  from  the 
Gemological  Institute  of  America  in  Carlsbad,  Calif. 
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Criminology  Scholar  Receives  Chancellor's  Award  of 
Excellence  in  Service 

1       David  Curry,  professor  of  criminology  and  criminal 

^    justice  at  the  University  of  Missouri-St.  Louis,  received 

^ijMH^a^l    the  Chancellor's  Award  for  Excellence  in  Service  from 

^UBP   UMSL. 

^^^^Kf  Curry,  of  Bel-Nor,  Mo.,  has  worked  on  the  national 

'■■'WK/r  \'iyiA  to  help  to  change  the  way  juvenile  justice  is  prac- 
W  W^  i  ticed  in  St.  Louis.  In  1996,  he  was  named  to  the  Boys 
&  Girls  Club  Youth  Gang  Advisory  Committee.  His 
work  on  the  committee  guided  the  transition  of  the  organization's 
approach  to  a  community-wide  strategy  from  a  program-based  sys- 
tem, enabling  the  group  to  help  more  than  17,000  at-risk  children. 
After  earning  his  bachelor's  degree  in  sociology  from  Southern  Miss, 
he  went  on  to  complete  a  master's  degree  in  sociology  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi  and  doctoral  degree  in  sociology  from  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

Scott  Inducted  as  Chair  of  SMEI 

Melissa  Scott  '86  of  Success  Marketing,  LLC,  has 
been  inducted  chair  of  Sales  &  Marketing 
Executive  International.  The  induction  ceremony 
took  place  at  the  69th  annual  Sales  &  Marketing 
Leadership  Conference  held  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
m  August  2004. 

Scott    is    an    active    member    of    the    Alumni 
Association  and  the  Area  Development  Partnership 
Board  of  Directors. 

SMEI  is  the  only  worldwide  knowledge-growth  and  relationship- 
building  forum  created  for  sales  and  marketing  executives.  With 
more  than  50  affiliate  chapters  around  the  world,  members  benefit 
from  both  the  strength  of  an  international  organization  and  the 
resources  that  a  local  chapter  provides  through  ongoing  seminars, 
lectures  and  networking  opportunities. 


Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  to  Induct  Eagles 

Three  Golden  Eagles  will  be  inducted  in  the  Mississippi  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  in  2005.  The  Jackson  Touchdown  Club  and  the 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  Inc.  have  announced  the  selection  of 
eight  new  inductees,  including  Hanford  Dixon,  Bill  Goodrich  and 
M.K.  Turk,  to  be  enshrined  in  the  class  of  2005. 

Hanford  Dixon,  an  All-America  and  All-Pro  defensive  back,  was  a 
star  for  Southern  Miss  and  the  Cleveland  Browns.  The  late  Bill 
Goodrich,  outstanding  sportscaster,  was  the  "Voice  of  the  Golden 
Eagles."  M.K.  Turk,  former  head  basketball  coach  from  1976  to 
1996,  led  the  Golden  Eagles  to  the  1987  NIT  championship. 

With  the  induction  of  the  MSHOF  Class  of  2005,  membership  in 
the  MSHOF  will  increase  from  225  to  233  athletes,  coaches,  admin- 
istrators and  sports  media.  The  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  was 
created  in  1960  by  the  Jackson  Touchdown  Club  at  the  suggestion 
of  MSHOF  Member  Jimmie  "Mississippi  Red"  McDowell. 

Louisiana  Welcomes  New  Energy  Director 

Dane  E.  Revette  was  appointed  as  director  of  energy  cluster  for 
Louisiana  Economic  Development  on  Sept.  21,  2004.  In  this  posi- 
tion, Revettes  primary  focus  will  be  on  the  retention  and  enhance- 
ment of  existing  oil,  gas  and  petrochemical  operations  as  well  as 
attracting  and  developing  new  oil,  gas  and  petrochemical  businesses 


in  Louisiana.  One  of  his  first  projects  will  be  to  coordinate  the  states 
efforts  to  develop  multiple  LNG  terminals  and  related  projects  pro- 
posed by  several  major  oil,  gas  and  energy  companies  in  the  area. 

Revette's  previously  worked  with  Chevron  Texaco  in  Pascagoula, 
Miss.,  where  he  served  as  director  of  the  Board  of  the  New  Orleans 
Petroleum  Landman  Association.  He  began  his  career  in  economic 
development  in  the  late  1970s  when  he  served  as  executive  director 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Pearl,  Miss.  While  there,  he  direct- 
ed negotiations  that  resulted  in  the  City  of  Pearl  acquiring  its  largest 
manufacturing  employer.  Revette  also  served  as  assistant  to  the 
mayor  of  the  City  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  for  Industrial  and  Economic 
Development. 

He  and  his  family  have  lived  in  Slidell,  La.,  for  the  past  18  )'ears 
and  will  be  relocating  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  m  the  near  future. 


Nobiie  Sends  a  Colorful  Message 

Renowned  Mississippi  editorial  cartoon- 
ist, Ricky  Nobiie,  educates  children  on  the 
dangers  of  smoking  through  his  coloring 
book  "Color  Me  Tobacco  Free."  Nobiie 
created  this  book  for  The  Partnership  for  a 
Healthy  Mississippi,  which  ordered  more 
than  40,000  copies  for  students  in  grades 
K-6  to  assist  its  tobacco  prevention  and 
education  programs.  The  8-page  book 
illustrates  animal  characters  that  help  com- 
municate the  Partnerships  message. 

Nobiles  success  as  a  cartoonist  can  be 
traced  back  to  his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  While  a  student,  he 
worked  for  The  Student  Printz  as  a  student  cartoonist.  Nobiles  car- 
toons have  been  featured  in  The  Talon  many  times,  including  the 
cover  of  the  Fall  2003  issue.  A  cartoonist  since  1971,  Nobiles  work 
is  also  published  in  35  newspapers  across  the  state. 

The  Partnership  provides  programs  to  educate  all  Mississippians 
about  the  harmful  effects  of  tobacco  use  and  the  importance  of 
healthy  lifestyles.  Free  copies  of  the  "Color  Me  Tobacco  Free"  color- 
ing book  are  available  by  calling  the  Partnership  for  a  Healthy 
Mississippi  Educational  Resource  Center  at  C877)  303-8372. 


TOBACCO  FREE 


LEARN  THE 

FACTS  ABOUT 
SMOKING-  > 


BY  PROFESSOR 

OWL  B.  FREE, 


^  THE  PARTNERSHIP 


Smith  Celebrates  a  Decade  of  Success 

Jimmy  Smith  '87  recently  celebrated  his  first 
decade  of  service  as  the  president/CEO  of 
Singing  River  Federal  Credit  Union. 

Smith's  experience  and  qualifications  go 
beyond  this  position.  He  has  ser\-ed  as  a  board 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Credit  Union 
Association  since  2002  and  is  currently  the 
personnel  committee  chairman.  He  is  a  super- 
visory committee  member  of  the  Southeast 
Corporate  FCU  and  a  past  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Chapter  of  Credit  L'nions.  Smith  is  also 
involved  with  IntegraSys,  Premier  Users  Group  Board  of  Directors, 
where  he  is  a  past  president  and  served  as  the  Mississippi  represen- 
tative for  CUNA  Mutual  Group  Policyowners  from  1998  to  2002. 

An  active  member  in  his  community.  Smith  is  a  member  ot  the 
Moss  Point  Rotan-  Club,  Gideons  International  and  the  Jackson 
Count)'  Baptist  Association.  Smith  is  a  deacon  at  Wade  Baptist 
Church  and  a  graduate  of  Leadership  Jackson  Count\'.  He  and  his 
wife,  Debbie,  have  three  children,  Kaithn.  K\'c  and  Kaden. 
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MARCUS  NAUSE  '99,  '00  and 
APRIL     EVANS     NAUSE      00 

announce    the    Sept.    15,    2004 

birth  of  their  daughter  Elizabeth 

Teresa,  who  is  also  welcomed  by 

-*■'*■    ''•-^^^  big  sister  Katherine,   2.   Golden 

Eagle  grandparents  are  TERRY  '74  and  RICKY 

NAUSE  '75.  (PHOTO) 


KAREN  L  BOWN  '00  married  Ronald  C.  Bown  on 
Sept.  4,  2004. 

JULIE  POLK  BREAZEALE  '00  and  her  husband, 
Eddie,  announce  the  July  20,  2004  birth  of  their 
son  Barrett  Allen. 

JASON  COOLEY  00,  02  and  JENNIFER 
REHAGE  COOLEY  '02  were  married  May  20, 
2004  in  Vicksburg. 

ANNELISE  FLESHER  MORTON  01  and  Will 
Morton  were  married  May  31,  2003. 

ALISON  B.  BAKER  '01  wed  Ian  L.  Baker  on  May 
29,  2004. 

RICARDO  MCKENZIE  '01  was  promoted  to  mort- 
gage investor  relations  officer  at  Trustmark  in  Jackson. 

KRISTAN  RYAN  MORRELL  '01  and  AMBER 
REEVES  MORRELL  '03  were  married  on  June  5, 

2004. 

LUCY  SCHULTZE  '01,  a  staff  writer  for  The  Oxford 
Eagle,  received  two  first-place  writing  awards,  in 
addition  to  two  second-place  and  one  third-place 
awards  at  the  Louisiana-Mississippi  Associated 
Press  Managing  Editors'  annual  meeting. 

WILLIAM  REIDY  02  and  KRISTEN  BRANNING 

REIDY  '03  announce  the  May  7,  2004  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Kinzey  Michelle.  Billy  recently  became  an 
assistant  manager  at  Office  Depot  in  Hattiesburg. 

CHARLES  RICHARDSON  '02  was  hired  as 
director  of  Regulatory  Affairs  at  Cypress 
Pharmaceutical  Inc. 

HEATHER  SHELDON-JONES  '02  wed  Ben  Jones  on 
Apnl  24,  2004  in  their  hometown  of  Mande\alle,  La. 

KYLE  M.  VANDERFORD  '02  and  ADRIENNE  R. 
VANDERFORD  '02  were  marned  on  March  27, 
2004.  They  both  earned  degrees  in  nursing  and 
currently  live  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Kyle  is  attending 
Samford  University  in  pursuit  of  his  CRNA  degree. 

JASON      JIMENEZ       03      and 
^.,    -^        NICOLE  SMITH  '03  will  be  mar- 

H  -A^l  '"''  °^  ^^^  ^^'  ^^'^'^  ™  Orlando, 
'*  "  ■'  [la,  Jimenez  currently  plays  for  the 
Ciieen  Bay  Packers  and  Smith  is 
hnishing  her  last  semester  of  grad- 
uate school  at  Florida  International 
University  (PHOTO) 

JOAN  EASTERLING  MILLER  '03  marned  Joshua 
Miller  on  May  22,  2004. 

JANET  THOMAS  '03  is  pursuing  a  master's  degree 
in  the  field  of  Speech  Language  Pathology  at  the 
University  of  South  Alabama  and  plans  to  graduate 
in  May  2005. 

JOHN  MICHAEL  TONOS  JR.  '03  was  hired  as  the 
managing  editor/news  for  the  Northeast  Mississippi 
Daily  Journal  in  Tupelo  in  August  2003. 


HALEY  VALENTINE  '03  married  Kyle  Valentine  in 
Quitman  on  Nov  1,  2003. 

ROBIN  WALKER  '04  was  hired  as  the  public  infor- 
mation officer  by  the  Hattiesburg  Police 
Department.  Walker  serves  as  the  main  spokes- 
woman for  the  department  for  both  the  media  and 
the  public. 

ZACHARY  HARDIN  WHITE  '04  graduated  in 
construction  engineering  and  marned  Ellen 
Michelle  "Miki"  Baylis  on  June  19,  2004.  Bayhs  is 
continuing  her  education  m  speech  and  hearing. 

JENNY  JAMES  has  been  appointed  chief  nursing 
executive  for  the  Oregon  Health  and  Science 
University  Hospitals  and  Chnics  and  associate  dean 
for  clinical  affairs  at  the  OHSU  School  of  Nursing. 

DAVID  H.  ROBERTS,  former  Southern  Miss 
English  professor  and  director  of  writing,  was 
appointed  pastor  of  West  Town  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Albany,  Ga. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  families  of  the  follcnving  alumni  and  friends. 
(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituanes  may  not  exceed  40 
words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the  editorial  staff  of 
The  Talon.) 

EUNICE  MCSWAIN  '33  of  Hattiesburg  died  May 
12,  2004.  She  was  92. 

MARGARET  POPE  MCLEMORE,  '34,  an  avid 
gardener,  traveler,  artist,  florist  and  Southern  Miss 
legacy,  died  Sept.  21,  2004  in  New  Albany  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Moran  McLelland  Pope  and 
Florence  Burrow  Pope  and  graduated  from  State 
Teacher's  College  in  1934  as  valedictorian.  While  a 
student  at  State  Teacher's  College,  McLemore  held 
many  roles.  As  the  student  body  class  president,  she 
designed  and  dedicated  the  bridge  over  Lake  Byron. 
McLemore  was  nominated  the  "Most  Beautiful"  stu- 
dent in  1934  and  reined  as  Homecoming  queen 
during  the  dedication  of  Faulkner  Field. 

EDNA  ODEN  '34  of  De  Kalb  has  died. 

PERRIN  JOHNSON  ANDERSON  '37  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  died  in  December  2003. 

PEARL  LANDRUM  ROYE  '38  of  Preston  died 
June  23,  2004.  She  was  89. 

DOT  EVANS  MOORE  '39  of  Hattiesburg  died 
Sept.  13,  2004.  She  was  86. 

OLENE  MOORE  '40  of  Long  Beach  died  May  1, 
2001. 

EULA    MAE    SCOTT    CARMICHAEL    '41    of 

Brandon  died  on  July  16,  2004.  Carmichael,  84, 
was  a  retired  Jackson-area  school  teacher. 

WILDA  BISHOP  '44  of  Pearl  River,  La.,  died  Feb. 
14,  2004. 

MAURICE  L.  MALONE  SR.  '47  of  Crystal  Springs 
died  Aug.  9,  2004.  He  was  85. 

ERIC  LLEWELLYN  THURSTON  SR.,  PHD  '47, 
'48  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  died  Sept.  21,  2004. 

MAUDE  GENTRY  ROBERTS  '48  of  Picayune  has 
died. 

WILLIAM  J.  "JAY"  SMITH  '48  of  Valparaiso,  Fla., 
died  Nov  14,  2004. 

IRA  SLAY  HEMBA  '49  of  Jackson  died  on  July  14, 


2004.  Hemba,  92,  was  the  first  Pitney  Bowes 
employee  in  Mississippi,  where  he  served  as  branch 
manager  and  built  the  Jackson  office  into  one  of  the 
national  branches. 

FLOYD  E.  BISHOP  '50  of  Laurel  died  June  21, 
2004.  Bishop  was  a  retired  administrator  with  the 
Laurel  School  District. 

BILLIE  HAMMOND  DAVIDSON  '51  of  Brandon 

has  died. 

LUCILE  GOODGAME  '52  of  Ellisville  died  Sept. 
24,2001. 

VALERA  HARDIN  HORD  '52  of  Natchez  died  July 
5,  2004.  She  was  91. 

BONNIE    FLEMING    MERRIFIELD   '52,   '59   of 

Hattiesburg  died  July  6,  2004.  Merrifield  was  an 
accomplished  vocalist  and  teacher  for  more  than  50 
years. 

THOMAS  E.  BENEFIELDJR.  M.D.  '53  of  Gulfport 
died  Aug.  27,  2004.  Benefield,  a  1989  inductee  into 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  was  a  founding  member  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation,  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Harrison  County  Alumni  chapter,  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club,  the  President's  Circle  of  the 
USM  Foundation  Honors  Club  and  the  Foundation's 
Board  of  Directors. 

MAUDE  LADNER  '53  died  Oct.  16,  2003. 

FRANCES  SPIERS  '53  of  Picayune  died  June  3, 
2004. 

HAROLD  L.  "JACK"  DAVIS  '54  of  Hazlehurst  died 
May  24,  2004.  He  was  74. 

HATTIE  MAE  DOBBS  '54  of  Morton  died  Nov  5, 
2001. 

GAVIN  J.  HAMILTON  JR.  '54  of  Fair  Oaks,  Calif., 
died  June  30,  2004.  Hamilton  served  40  years  with 
the  Department  of  Defense  and  was  marned  for  44 
years. 

KAY  COKER  MCDANIEL  '54  of  Jackson  died  May 
12,  2004. 

WILLIAM  G.  STEWART  '54  of  Birmingham,  Ala., 
died  March  19,  2004. 

BERNICE  TYNER  BOOHER  '55  of  Laurel  died  on 
June  16,  2004.  Booher,  98,  was  a  retired  school 
teacher. 

VIRGINIA  ETHERIDGE  '55  of  Charleston  died 
April  5,  2004.  Etheridge  was  retired  from  the 
Council  on  Foreign  Relations  in  New  York  City  as 
the  director  of  the  Council  Library. 

MORRIS  GLENDALE  NEELY  '55  of  Florence  died 
Oct.  31,  2004. 

HULON  K.  PEARSON  '55  of  McNeill  died  Jan.  17, 
2004.  Pearson  was  a  retired  principal. 

CATHERINE    BROWN    CARTER    '56    of  New 

Orleans,  La.,  died  Sept.  11,  2004.  Carter,  69,  was  a 
retired  school  teacher. 

NORMAN  "GENE"  MANNING  '56  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  died  June  21,  2004. 

LOUELLA  GILL  MILNER  '57  of  Hattiesburg  died 
on  May  14,  2004.  Milner  was  an  associate  professor 
of  Home  Economics  at  Southern  Miss. 

PAUL  WALSH  COMMISKEY  '58  of  Jackson  died 
June  5,  2004.  He  was  67. 

CORRINE  FORNEA  '59  died  July  9,  2003. 


50 


THE  TALON 


AUTHORS 


"Chasing  the  Fox:  The  Chronology 
of  a  Blockade  Runner" 

Andrew  R.  English  '84 

"Chasing  the  Fox:  The  Chronology  of  a 
Blockade  Runner,"  Andrew  R.  English's  second 
book,  is  the  story  of  a  small  steam  ship  named 
the  "Fox"  that  ran  the  blockade  from  Southern 
Louisiana  during  the  Civil  War  and  brought  back 
supplies  from  Havana.  This  ship  was  later  cap- 
tured by  the  Union  and  participated  in  the 
Vicksburg  campaign.  She  was  later  recaptured 
by  the  Confederates  and  operated  out  of  Mobile, 
Ala.,  again  slipping  past  Union  warships  and 
running  to  Havana  and  back.  Her  last  voyage  ended  when  she  ran  to 
Pascagoula,  Miss.,  to  avoid  capture,  EngUsh  hopes  this  account  will 
report  some  lesser  known  events  of  blockade  running  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  Mississippi  Sound  in  the  mid-war  years.  This  book 
has  more  than  30  photos  and  illustrations,  some  quite  rare,  and  also 
includes  nautical  charts  from  the  period. 

English's  first  book,  "All  off  for  Gordon's  Station:  A  History  of  the 
Early  Hattiesburg,   Mississippi  Area,"   was   published  in   2000. 
Gateway  Press  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  published  both  of  English's  books. 
"Chasing  the  Fox,"  is  available  at  the  Southern  Miss  bookstore. 

"I'll  Love  You  Till  You  Die" 

Terry  Miles  '99 

luniverse.com  -  156  pages,  $12.95 

Terry  Miles  authored  her  first  book,  "I'll  Love  You 
Till  You  Die,"  the  first  novel  in  a  series  of  five  about 
a  gutsy,  vidtty  heroine.  When  Private  Investigator 
Beatrice  "Bea"  Winslow's  Aunt  Julia  McKenna  pur- 
chases a  used  car,  Uttle  does  she  realize  she 
acquired  more  than  meets  the  eye.  A  receipt,  a  body 
and  a  cruise  to  the  Caribbean  unravel  murder, 
greed  and  jealousy.  Later,  Bea  receives  a  desperate 
phone  call  pleading  for  assistance  in  the  disappear- 
ance of  Ms.  Cora  Leigh  Bowles,  Mrs.  Lydia  Gross'  sister  and  the  secrets 
of  these  siblings  are  revealed  adding  to  the  intrigue.  "I'll  Love  You  Till 
You  Die"  is  a  taut  mystery  and  suspense,  clues  and  suspects  will  keep 
you  turning  the  pages. 

Beguiling  characters  intertwine  giving  suspense  to  the  multitude  of 
suspects.  Feisty  yet  gullible  Aunt  Julia,  an  amateur  sleuth,  wants  to 
help  her  niece  solve  the  crime,  throwing  herself  constantly  in  harm's 
way  A  late  romance,  a  deftly-plotted  mystery  and  Miles'  multilayered 
plot  constantly  excites  and  bedazzles  the  reader,  pulling  the  wool 
over  our  eyes  in  grand  style  for  a  fine  surprise  ending. 

To  order  a  copy  of  "I'll  Love  You  Till  You  Die,"  visit  www.iuni- 
verse.com. 

"The  Man  From  Bandera" 

M.  Selby  Parker  Sr.  '63 
176  pages  -  $14,95 

M.  Selby  Parker  Sr.  of  Clinton  recently  released  his  debut  novel, 
"The  Man  From  Bandera."  Dr.  Parker  retired  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  as  the  vocational  rehabilitation  and 
counseling  officer  at  the  VA  Regional  Office  in  Jackson.  He  describes 
his  book  as  an  adventure  novel  that  depicts  a  troubled  Vietnam  vet- 
eran/CIA operative  and  his  misadventures  in  WaltersNalle,  Miss,,  a 
small  town  outside  Vicksburg.    The  story  involves  a  high  school  girl 
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raped  on  prom  night  by  the  football  team's  star 
quarterback  and  her  trials  to  gain  self  respect.  A 
single  incident  between  the  two  unleashes  dark 
forces,  and  murder  under  the  most  scandalous 
conditions. 

Dr.  Parker  is  a  native  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and 
received  his  Ed.  D.  in  counseling  and  guidance 
from  Southern  Miss.  He  was  awarded  a  master's 
degree  from  Southern  Miss  and  his  bachelor's 
degree  from  Mississippi  Slate  University  in  1956.  He  was  also  the  first 
youth  court  counselor  appointed  under  the  Youth  Court  Act  to  serve 
Hattiesburg  in  1960.  Copies  of  the  "Man  From  Bandera"  are  available 
on  line  at  www.Llumina.com/store/bandera.htm  for  $14.  95. 

"Rock  Solid:  Southern  Miss  Football" 

John  W.  Cox  '78 

University  Press  of  Mississippi 

"Pride  and  tradition.  Heart  and  commit- 
ment. That's  what  Southern  Miss  football 
is  and  always  has  been  about,"  says  Brett 
Favre  in  the  foreword  to  the  new  book, 
"Rock  Solid:  Southern  Miss  Football." 

In  "Rock  Solid,"  beloved  Voice  of  the 
Golden  Eagles  John  W  Cox  documents  the 
pride  and  tradition  of  one  of  the  nation's 
top  college  football  programs  from  its 
founding  in  1912  through  the  Conference  USA  championship  sea- 
son of  2003. 

Legendary  quarterbacks  Favre  and  Reggie  Collier,  stars  such  as 
tailback  Sammy  Winder,  and  coaching  greats  Jeff  Bower,  P  W  (Bear) 
Underwood,  and  Bobby  Collins  created  the  proud  legacy  that  is 
Southern  Miss  football  and  figure  heavily  in  Cox's  histor)'. 

When  the  school  set  out  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  its  football 
program,  there  were  no  comparable  squads  to  take  on  near 
Hattiesburg.  So  the  Eagles  humbled  local  high  schools.  After  some 
success  in  the  late  1930s  under  the  direction  of  coach  and  eventual 
athletic  director  Reed  Green,  the  program  began  to  soar  in  the  post- 
World  War  II  era.  Then  Thad  (Pie)  Vann  steered  the  team  into  the 
1960s  and  recognition  as  one  of  the  top  defensive  teams  in  the  coun- 
try. Former  Southern  Miss  standout  P.  W  Underwood  took  over  the 
program  in  1969  and  skippered  the  team  to  one  of  its  biggest  \icto- 
ries,  a  30-14  win  over  No.  4  Ole  Miss  in  1970,  a  win  that  ignited  the 
drive  to  build  a  new  stadium.  M,  M.  Roberts  Stadium.  "The  Rock," 
opened  in  1976. 

The  late  1970s  and  the  1980s  brought  cries  of  "Eagle  Fever"  and 
"We  Believe,"  while  quarterback  Collier  and  tailback  Winder  dazzled 
the  crowd  and  "The  Nasty  Bunch"  defense  made  its  name.  Later  in 
the  1980s,  Golden  Eagle  football  also  saw  the  arrival  of  Favre,  who 
would  lift  the  school  to  a  new  level.  In  the  1990s,  Jeft' Bower  became 
head  coach  and  the  Golden  Eagles  gained  membership  to 
Conference  USA.  They  celebrated  by  winning  four  league  champi- 
onships and  postseason  bowl  games. 

"As  )'ou  read  'Rock  Solid:  Southern  Miss  Football,"  you  will 
remember  the  pla)-ers  \\'ho  pro\ided  the  magical  moments  at 
Faulkner  Field,  Roberts  Stadium,  and  other  stadiums  around  the 
countr)'  and  the  teams  that  made  \-ou  proud  that  \-ou  are  a  Golden 
Eagle,"  says  Fa\rc. 

John  W,  Cox  is  the  director  of  athletic  broadcasting  and  the  "Voice 
oi  the  Golden  Eagles"  at  Southern  Miss.  You  can  purchase  the  book 
through  the  Alumiii  Association  for  529.75  by  calling  266-5013. 
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JOSEPH  D.  DUFEK  '60  of  Pascagoula  died  March  26, 
2003. 

MARGO  GARRETT  MEAD  '62  of  FayetteviUe,  Tenn., 
died  Aug.  26,  2003. 

JAMES  HUGH  SCOTT  '63  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died 
July  2,  2004.  Scott,  64,  was  the  founder  and  president 
of  the  Pensacola  Modeleers  and  the  president  of  the 
Woodwind  Homeowners  Association. 

JAMES  EDWIN  SHANHOLTZ  '63  of  Hattiesburg  has 
died. 

GRANT  MILLER  SOMMERVILLE  '63  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  died  June  18,  2004. 

ROBERT  A.  COOPER  '64  died  July  5,  2004.  He  was  63. 

EDWIN  DAVID  FRYE  '64  of  Ocean  Springs  died  July 
13,  2004. 

JAMES  EDWARD  SCHWARTZ  '64  of  Arlington,  Va., 
died  April  7,  2003. 

LEONA  ROSE  GANDRAU  '65  of  Jackson  died  July  8, 
2004.  She  was  100. 

BRUCE  "BUDDHA"  MILLER  '65  of  Yardley  Pa.,  died 
June  15,  2004. 

THOMAS  CHARLES  BALDWIN  '66  of  Gumming, 
Ga.,  died  Aug.  24,  2004. 

JOHN  BRUCE  MILLER  '68  of  Yardley  Pa.  died  June 
15,  2004. 

LELAND  M.  RAY  '68  of  Tomball,  Texas,  died  Sept.  29, 
2004.  Ray,  59,  was  project  procurement  manager  for 
Bechtel  Engineering  27  years  and  a  school  teacher. 

ARTHUR  GILL  '69  of  Biloxi  died  March  29,  2004. 

LINDA  MASELLA  '70  of  York,  Maine,  died  Aug.  12, 

2003.  Masella,  53,  was  a  chairman  for  the  York  School 
Department  and  the  York  Middle  School  Library  was 
dedicated  in  her  memory. 

JERRY  AUBREY  MCGHEE  '70  of  Gretna,  La.,  died 
July  8,  2004. 

LINDA  B.  FERGUSON  '71  of  Laurel  died  May  17, 

2004.  She  was  59. 

FRANK  HENRY  '71  of  Philadelphia  died  Feb.  12,  2004. 

JOHN  D.  "JOHNNY"  MORRIS  '71,  '77  of  EUisville 
died  Aug.  8,  2004.  He  was  54. 

WALLACE  D.  PRINGLE  '71  of  HmesviUe,  Ga.,  died 
June  29,  2004. 

SARA  SMITH  HEDERMAN  '72  of  Jackson  died  June 
29,  2004.  Hederman,  93,  was  a  former  president  of  the 
Sander's  School  of  Cerebral  Palsy 

PERRY  L.  MERREL  '72  of  Moss  Point  died  Feb.  11, 
2004. 

CAROL  E  FARRELL  '73  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  died 
May  28,  2004.  She  was  52. 

JOHN  CHARLES  HANSEN  '73  of  Daytona  Beach, 


Fla.,  died  June  11,  2004. 

RITA  KAY  NOBLE  '74  of  Bossier  City  La.,  died  on 
April  19,  2004. 

PHYLLIS  RIVES  BARNES  '75  of  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  died 
Sept.  16,  2004.  Barnes,  50,  was  a  consultant  for 
Kankakee  Valley  Work  Force  Development  m  Michigan 
City 

ELIZABETH  RYKER  '76  of  Biloxi  died  Aug.  29,  1996. 

BARRY  D.  CAUDILL  '77  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  died  July 
6,  2004.  Caudill,  49,  was  a  retired  teacher  and  coach 
with  the  Knoxville  school  system. 

MARTIN  C.  HAMMACK  '78  of  Cleveland  died  July 
11,2003. 

SHARI  L.  LANCASTER  '78  of  Las  Vegas,  Nev,  died 
Aug.  5,  2004. 

CLAYTON  JOSEPH  KRENEK  '84  of  Ridgeland,  died 
June  6,  2003. 

GERALD  K.  PATTON  JR.  '84  of  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  died 
Feb.  11,2004. 

THOMAS  E.  "VAN"  BROOME  '86  of  Hattiesburg  died 
Dec.  7,  2003.  Broome,  40,  was  president  of  Broome 
Construction  Co.  and  a  member  of  Broome  LLC. 

TIMOTHY  BEAVER  '88  of  Meridian  died  Feb.  19, 
2004. 

SUSAN  VERNE  CLARK  '93  of  Rochester,  Minn.,  died 
Nov  6,  2003. 

DIANE  CUSATIS  '95  of  Saucier  has  died. 

JEFFREY  A.  KAMINSKI  '99  of  Hattiesburg  died  July 
8,  2004.  Kaminski,  32,  was  a  graduate  student  in  the 
Department  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Sciences  in  the 
Collegepf  Natural  Resources  at  Virginia  Tech. 

SAMUEL  NORRIS  BROADHEAD,  III  '02  of  Meridian 
died  on  June  25,  2004.  He  was  25. 

DIANNE  WARFIELD  HABLITZEL  03  of  Biloxi  died 
July  16,  2004.  She  was  57. 

JEFFREY  THOMAS  BARBER  '04,  son  of  Bud  Doherty 
'83,  '89  and  Kim  Doherty  of  McComb,  died  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  on  July  31,  2004.  Barber  was  to  begin 
law  school  at  Mississippi  College  in  September. 

ROBERT  "LAVELLE"  FLOYD  JR.  of  Hattiesburg  died 
May  31,  2004.  He  was  66. 

Editor's  Note:  In  the  Summer  2004  issue,  SYLVIA  J. 
PEARSON  '55  was  incorrectly  listed  in  the  Class 
Notes'  "In  Memoriam"  section  as  being  deceased.  The 
announcement  for  THOMAS  C.  DICKERSON  '68 
was  incorrectly  listed.  He  was  recently  elected  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  Prairie  Community  Bank  in 
Marengo,  111.  The  graduation  years  of  SUSAN  LAMEY 
'83,  '93  were  incorrectly  listed.  The  Talon  regrets  these 
errors. 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Box  50B,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


DATE 


NAME    

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASSYEAR    


DEGREE. 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nicl<name,  if  applicable. 

CLASSYEAR    


DEGREE. 


CHILDREN. 


Names  and  ages 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


,^J:> 

f  1 

urrent 

lumni 

etail 

iscounts    ] 

These  cards  are  accepted  at 
the  businesses  listed  below! 


Doyo 

U  nave  yOUrSJ                www.southernmissalun,ni.com 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Comfort  Inn  -  The  Lodge 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Comfort  Suites  -  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  - ' 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room/S20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  •  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Banl< 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  - ' 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax;  complimentary  breakfast  (+) 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  of  any  contingency  fee  ase 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non<ontingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabin^Aedden  Enterprises  LLC 

5%  discount  on  cabin  rental/10%  discount  to  Life  Members. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ 

not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  -  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  DriveJn  on  HWY  11 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  *2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

Sl.OO  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  pmeday  party  subs 

•  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

*  -  Hattiesburg  location  only. 

+  -  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 


These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1)  What  is  the  full  name  of  the  Golden  Eagle  mascot? 

Seymour  d'Campus 

2)  On  what  date  was  the  university  founded? 

March  30,  1910 

3)  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  school  yearbook? 

Neka  Camon,  an  American  Indian  term  meaning  "new  spirit" 

4)  When  did  the  institution  achieve  university  status? 

On  February  27,  1962,  Gov.  Ross  Barnett  signed  the  bill  that  made 
Mississippi  Southern  College  a  university:  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organising  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Aliimni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


Josten's 

Official  Soulhfm  Miss  .Alumni  Wiilih  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  .A22SF 


DiplomaDisplav' 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Hcallii  And  Sliort-Tcrm  Mujoi  Medical  Jnsuranfc. 

Go  to  http://w\vw.aia-insurance.coni/AlA/SoutheniMis.s 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


iNBNIi 


MBNA* 

Special  oiler  lor  Southern  Mis.s  aluiuiii  aiid  Inends' 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  M.isterC.ird'* 
credit  canl  now  conwniemly  available  to  Southern  Muss 
Aluiuni  Simply  call  (,8oo^  C.ET-MBNA  lor  details  alxnit 
the  costs  and  temis  of  this  oiler  or  to  apply  lor  the 
CR'dil  caai. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

S(UTiiill\  Drsigne J  Si'iKlimi  .ML'i.'i  Degrvc  Friinu-s, 
For  more  inlonnation.  go  to  \uvA\'dipionudispbycom 
or  call  800-422-4100.  ' 


£SF 

CDUCAn(MS(tVKE 
FOUND«TKM 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Stiuirnl  Lcwn  On.v'iiJiirii)n. 

For  more  inlonnation.  go  to  \unv.csJ\vcb.a">mAism.hmi 

or  ciU  t.8op1  542-8033. 


FALL  :c\H 
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SOUTHERN  VIISSTRADITIONS 


Anyone.  Anywhere.  Anytime. 


Naton  Stewart  (49)  and  his  Golden  Eagle  teammates  celebrate  a  touchdown  in 
Southern  Miss'  season-opening,  21-17,  win  at  Nebraska. 


BECAUSE  college  sports  fans  nationwide  recognize  that 
the  Golden  Eagles  are  willing  to  stare  even  the  most  men- 
acing opposition  dead  in  the  eyes.  BECAUSE  the  setting 
of  a  contest  matters  Uttle;  whether  it  is  Lincoln,  Neb., 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  or  The  Rock,  Southern  Miss  expects  to 


come  away  with  a  victory.  BECAUSE  the  time  of  year  or 
day  matters  less;  in  the  fall,  winter  and  spring.  Golden 
Eagle  teams  are  prepared  for  battle.  BECAUSE  the  three 
words  remind  opponents  that  Southern  Miss  is  willing  to 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  win. 


54 


THE  TALON 


Meet  the  team  of  bankers 
that  tackles  problems 
from  every  direction. 


That's  why  people  and  companies  across  South  Mississippi  lean  so  heaviK-  on 
the  highly  specialized  individuals  who  make  up  TEAM  Union  Planters. 

Seasoned  veterans  all,  these  first  string  players  know  that  when  hankers  share 
their  ideas,  the  real  winners  are  always  the  customers.  It's  this  kind  ot  s\-nergy  and 
enthusiasm  that  keeps  building  TEAM  Union  Planters'  reputation  as  South 
Mississippi's  premier  financial  institution. 

To  get  the  team  tackling  personal  and  business  banking  challenges  tor  \ou.  call 
TEAM  Union  Planters  at  (601)  264-8200. 


A 


The  tools.  The  talent.  The  te.iin. 

TEAMUNION  PLANTERS 


NU-mK-r  I  UK 


TEAM  Union  PI.1, 


ikinlWcHiim.  (2Mr. 


;.«  Mnm.s  R.>l>in<i.n.  i.41  I  ind:.  lWt«vU,    i5>  I-ncW.iUrv 


-  Rolvrt!^  ,  7^  eiior\  1  Miilsvm  aiij    S^  KKn  Cmlhlh, 


COLDUieU. 
BANKeRQ 


Don  Nace,  Inc 
Realtors® 

Each  Office  is  Ia(%)Ciida)tly 
Owned  an<i|  Operated 

l|i9  Sue  Ootla^py  Ri^al  Estate  Teom  is  proud  to  announce  our  association  with  CoJdweil  Banker 
Om^Hace,  Inc.,  REALTOHS,  Our  location  has  changed  but  our  service  remains  the  same. 


Sue 

Gallaspy 

601-818-7022 


Vickey         \  \Kaye 

Campbell  Howell 

601-408-4699^    .601-270-7192 


Mildred 

Maddox 

601-408-8988 


Bob 

McKellar 

601-297-0480 


Susan 

Smith 

601-297-9879 


6184USHwy98  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402  •  601264-1900  •   1-888-980.9999 


JIM  GALLASPY  PROPERTY  AAAN AGEMENT 

OUR  PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION  WILL  NOT  CHANGE 

SO  CALL  JIM  TO  MANAGE  YOUR  INVESTMENT 

601-579-8988  •  1-888-584-8184  •  3420  HARDY  STREET,  SUITE  2  •  HATTIESBURG,  MS  39402 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


